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Cap. 1xxiv. _

An A& to alter and amend an A pafled in ‘the
- Forty-third Year of His Mgg)eﬁy"s' Reign, for
raifing a Fund for making Provifion for the
Widows of the Writers to His Majefty’s Signet
in Scotland. - [23d May 1818, ]

‘ N .rHEREAS by an A& pafled in .the Fortysthird Year of the
Rejgn of His prefent Majeity, intituled, An Act for raifing and 43G.3.¢.107
VY fecuring a Fund for-making Provifion for the Widows of the
Writers to His Majefty’s Signet-in Scotland, it was, among- other Regns .
lations, enacted, that - whenever the Capital for anfwering -the .Puyr- R
pofes of the Scheme -fhould -amount to Twenty thoufand Pounds for:
each- Hundred Contributors, and -fo In Proportion, the Surplus above;
the faid Sum fhould annually, at the Term of Whitfunday, be divided
among ‘the "Widows who-fhould then be. upon the Roll of Annuitants :,
And whereas it was not expefled that thé Surplus, if any, .would be
of confiderable Amount, or that the fame would arife before the Year
One thoufand eight hundred-and fixty-one, when the Scheme  was
expeted to have arrived -at .the°Maximum. of Burdens upon the Fund :
And whereas from Advantages, the full Effect of which was not forefeepn.
at the Time of forming the Taid Scheme:and paffing the faid A&t par ficu-
cularly the great Tncreafe in:the-Number of Members entering ,with the
Society, the’ Capital of Twenty thouland Pounds for -each One hyndred
Contrihutors, or Two hundred: Pounds for each Contributor,, has . been
already nearly accumulated, -while the Schemeé: has not nearly arrived -at
the Maximum of Burdens upon the Fund, and there 1s.a Probability, that
in the Courfe of a few Years, there will be a confiderable Annual;Qur BIH.‘?;"
which, "'qll;héugh arifing in- a great Mealure from the G,dnt_lfib!«}ﬂgﬂif
young ‘Members, would under the- Provifign. of the A&t before recited, be
‘appropriatéd -to, and divifible apnually among: the-W idows ..on.the Roll
" ['Local. } S A | ot
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-of Annuitants- at the Time, whofe Hufbands had-contributed.the leaft to
the Fund; a Refult contrary to the true Intent arid Meaning of the Scheme
and Calculations upon which "the ‘A& was founded ; and it appears by
further Calculations recently formed, that by:the Operation of the Claufe
before recited,, there would not only be~an undue Advantage to the
Widows*who came- eatly on ‘the Ro}l‘of Annuitants, but an annual Ex.
hauftion of ‘the”Surplis, preventing ‘the A¢éumulation of a Fund for a

future and permanent Increafe of the Provifions to the Widows génerally :
-And whereas by the laft-mentioned Calculations it appears, that if
‘the Surplus were accumulated periodically, the Income of fuch accumulated
Fund would afford to "every Widow' an additional and progreflively in-
-creafing Annuity, which would, in Fifteen Years, exceed her Share of
the, Surplus if. divided annually as aforefaid, and would continue to in-
- creafe till' the Scheme arrived at:the Maximum of ‘Burdens upon the.
Fund, when the permanent Surplus Annuity would probably. exceed
Thirty-five Pounds per annum, making in all an Annuity of Eighty-five
Pounds, or upwards, to every Widow, thus producing a great permanent
‘Good to the Widows generally, and at the fame Time doing Juftice
to all the Contributors : And whereas Experience has fhown that it ‘is
-expedient to alter and amend the faid in part recited A&, in fome other
Particulars, hereinafter mertioned : May it therefore pleafe Your Majelty,
that it may be enatted" and be it enaéted. by the King’s Moft Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and.
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament allembled, and by the

A& in part Authority of the fame, That the faid A&, fo far as it was thereby enalted

vepealed.  that whenever the Capital for anfwering the Purpofes of the Scheme
‘fhould amount to Twenty thoufand Pounds for each Hundred Contri-
butors, and fo'in Proportion, the Surplus above the faid Sum fhould
annually be divided among the Widows who fhould then be upon the
Roll of Annuitants, fhall be and the fame is hereby repealed.

Accumula- ° IL. And beit ena&ed, That the Accumulation of the Fund fhall proceed

tion of the  without any Divifion of a Surplus being made, except for the Payment of

Fund. - the additionial Annuities hereinafter mentioned, till the Period when the
Scheme fhall, in Manner hereinafter mentioned, be deemed and taken
to have ‘arrived at the Maximum of Burdens upon the Fund; but at the
Term of Whitfunday yearly, after the faid Period, the Surplus. over and
above the Capital then accumulated fhall'be divided among the Widows
who fhall then be upon the Roll of ‘Annuitants.

Truftees to HI. And be it enaéted, That {o foon as it fhall appear to the Truftees
report when m'the Management of the Fund, that the faid Period has arrived, they

%‘,‘ Proper  fhall make a Report to that Effett to a General Meeting of Contributors,
eriod has

arrived.

to be called by them for that fpecial Purpofe ; -and it fhall be compe-
tent to any Twelve Contributors, whenever they may fee Caule, to
require the Truftees to make a Report, whether or not, in their Opinion,
the faid Period has afrived, and the faid Truftees, being fo required,
fhall be bound to make fuch Report accordingly ; and the faid Twelve
Contributors may, at the fame Time, fummon a General Meeting of
Contributors, to'be held not fooner than One Month after the faid
Requifition, for the fpecial- Purpofe of receiving the faid Report ;- and
whenever " it! fhall be' the Opinion of at leaft Three-fourths of. the
Contributors prefent. at.any -fuch Méeting, {6 fummoned, whether by.the
e 15 " Truftees
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-Truftees or by any Twelve Contributors, or at any General Meeting
. tobe held by Adjournment from fuch Meeting, that :the faid Periad, has
. arrived, the Report fhall lie upon the Table, to be taken.up for final Con-
- fideration at another General Meeting, on a Day then to be fixed for:that

fpecial Purpofe, to be held at the Diftance of -not lefs. than ‘Two Months
- ‘thereafter ;- and if it fhall be declared by at leaft. Three-fourths: of, the

Contributors prefent at the faid laft-mentioned Meeting, that the. faid
- Period has arrived, the Scheme fthall then be deemmed and taken to. have

arrived at the Maximum of Burdens upon.the Fund: Provided .always,

that every fuch General Meeting fo tc be held fhall take place during
~ the Sitting of the Court of Seflions, - =~ , | '

_ IV. And be it enatted, That until the faid Period fhall arrive, the faid Sur~ Application . -

plus (if any) fhall be applied by the Truftees, at the Term of Whitfunday in °€'S;“r91u?f )

each Year after fuch Surplus fhall have exifted, asfollows ; widelicet, In the

firft place, in Payment of certain additional Annuities as hereinafter provided .. .. -

to the Widows who fhall for the Time be’upon the Roll of Annuitants; -« - .

and in the fecond place, for increafing the Capital of the Fund towards =
. enfuring, Permanency to the Scheme ot additional Annuitles.

V. And be it enafted, That the faid additional Annuities {o to be;paid Amount of
fhall be of the Amount following, videlicet, at the Term of Whitfunday in Snnuities to
the Firlt Year, after the Capital of the Fund fhall amount to Two hun- be paid.
dred Pounds for each Contributor; and at the Term of Whitfunday in
each of the Six following Years, Tén Pounds Sterling. to each of. .the
Widows who fhall be upon the Roll of Annuitants for, the Time; and at
the Term of Whitfunday in the Eighth Year. after the Capital- fhall
amount  to ‘the. Sum aforefaid, and at each Term of Whitfunday there-
~ after Twenty Pounds Sterling to each of the Widows who fhall be.upon
the Roll of Annuitants at the Time, making a total Annuity of Seventy
- Pounds Sterling, excepting always the Widows who are now on the Roll,
. .and the Survivors and Survivor of them, in refpe& of the Provifion.made
for fuch Widows as hereinafter mentioned. | |

. VL.Provided alﬁvays, and be it ena&ted, That. ﬁpon the Death of any 5, peath of
Contributor before he fhall have-paid T'welve Years’ Rates, the fame De- Contributors
dutions, in Proportion to the refpeltive Sums, fhall be made from the before pay-
“additional Sums hereby payable to his Widow, as it is provided by the '8 T,“l’fl"e
faid in part recited A& fhall be made from the original Annuity of Fifty %?ﬂ&;:;:s’
Pounds Sterling thereby provided, till .the faid Deduétions, along with to be made.
~the Rates paid by the Contributor himfelf, {fhall amount to Twelve Years’

Rates as aforefaid.

.. VII. Andbe it enalted, That at the ftated Annual Meeting of Contributors Statement of
~ in the Month of May, in the Fifteenth Year after the Capital thall amount Funds to be
to - the aforefaid Sum of Two hundred Pounds for each Contributor, a ™made:
State of the Fund fhall -be exhibited by the Truftees, thowing the Increafe
of the Capital in confequence of .the Application of the remaining Sur-
plus after Payment of the additional Annuities aforefaid, accompanied by
a- Report - of their Opinion -whether any and what .farther Addition :
fhould, in the faid Fifteenth Year, and in all Time thereafter, be made to
the faid Annuities, they having in View that all Annuities direéted to be paid
~.under the Scheme fhall be permanent  Annuities to the whele Widows
' expelted
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egxpe&éd to come on the Fund; and in. cafe'it fhall be refolved by

Threesforths of the Contributors . prefent at fuch Meetmg, that ‘a certain
faréhier Addition ought to:be- made to the -Anntities payable to the
Widows, fuch Addition fhall be made to th@“Annu1ties payable as at the
Term of Whitfunday in the faid Fifteenth Year, -and in all Times there.
afer 3 and a fimilar Procedure fhallibe followed at the Expiration of
i‘é‘Véry Term of Sevén Years: thereifter, until the Period when -the

Scheme fhall,-as- aforefmd ‘be deemed and tiken to have arrived at the
Mammum of ‘Butdens upon the Fund. -

When Sur- VIII Provided always, and be it enaéted, “T hat in cafe: the faid' Susp lhs
plus is infuf- ‘fhall in. any. Year be infufficient for the Payment of the faid addl-
- figigntyan. - -~tiomal "Annuities, the fame fhdll; in the faid Year, bé fub_]e& toa prepor--

ﬁbﬁﬁﬁfde tlo;;ral 'ﬁbatemént correfpondlng to the Deﬁc1ency

- Compenfa- fﬁ[ Ancf whereas the Widows who -are now on the Roll of Annu:tants
tion to Wi- aye gr may be legally entitled to require that the Surplus beyond the Sum
f:“éii“::::ed of Two hurndred Pounds for each Contributor thould be divided in
d Terms of the faid in part recited A& § and 1t 1s realonable that Provifion
thould be made for affording a Compenfation to them for the Shares
- swhich might belong to them refpetively of the. faid - Surplus, in cafe of
“their furviving the Period when fuch Surplus fhall arife, and the Value
.of - their Expe&atlons tfrom faid Surplus has been afcertdined to be equal
to the additional Annuities hereinafter provided to them; be it therefore
ena®ed, That in lieu and Compenfation of fuch Shares of the faid
Surj lus, the following fpecial additional Annuities over and above, and
along with the Annuity of Fifty Pounds prefently payable to each Widow;
fhall be payable and paid to each of the Wldows now on the Roll, ok
who fhall be on the Roll at the Time of pafling this Aé, commencing as
at the Term of Whitfunday in the prefent Year, One thoufand eight
~ hundred and eighteen, for the Year ]‘r?ollowmg s videlicet, To each of the
~ faid Widows now on the Roll, who at the faid Yerm of Whitfunday One
thoufand eight hundred and elghteen fhall not be above the Age of Fifty-
five Years, an Annuity of Fifteen Pounds; to each of the fald Widows
- whofe Age fhall at the faid Term be above Fifty-five- but not above Se-
- vénty Years, an Annuity of Ten Pounds; and to each of the faid Widows
whofe Age fhall at the faid Term exceed Seventy Years, an Annuity of
-~ Five Pounds . which feveral additional Annuities fhall be relpetively
- increafed to ’lwenty Pounds, when the Capital of the Fund ﬂlall exceed
Two hundred Pounds for each Contributor ; and which additional An.
nuity of Twenty Pounds thall continue to be paid to each of the Widows
now on the Roll, or the Survivors or Survivor of them, at the Term of
Whitfunday in each] Year, till fuch Time as the total Annuities to the
. whole Widows who may be then on the Roll fhall be increafed as hereina
- before provided  to above Seventy Pounds, when the Widows now on
the Roll, or the Survivors or Survivor of: them, fhall-be entitled to the
fame’ Increafe and to the fame Benefits in all refpetts with the other
Widows who fhall then be on the Roll.

| - Afppllcaﬁﬁn . X, Provided allo, and be it further enafted, That in cale: of any extra-
© of any €X-

traordinary ordinary Addition accrmng to the Fund, after: the Period when the Scheme
Addition. Thally as aforefaid, be ‘deemed and- taken to have -arrived at'-the Maximum
-of Burdens upon the Fund, whether from a Sale of Governiitent:8tock or

othey
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~ othér Stock,-ata ‘Price -exceeding.that at- which- the-fameé was bought, or
from' -any Legacyor Donation: to-the Fund, fuch-extraordinary Addition
thall-not be -dividéd among the Widows on the Roll of Annuitants for'the
Tiine, as'if forming) Part of ‘the faid Surplus, but 1fhall be applied towards
increafing - the Capital -of - the Fund, any, Thing in the' préfent A& to the

contrary, notwithftanding.

XI. And wheréas it has beenfound difficult to-obtain Information of the Penalty on
Marriages contracted by the Contributors, be it enacted, That every Con. Perionsnot
tributor who- fhall not, within Twelve Months after his Marriage; intimate Rﬁ:ﬂ:?f .
the fame :to the Colle&or - of the Fund, (the'Proof of Intimation being riage. i
incurmbent on -the Contributor fo marrying,) fhall pay the double of the. " -~

Marriage Tax, befides Intereft and Cofts, and the Penalty of Five Pounds .
- per Centum impofed by the faid recited -Aét in the cafe'of the Marriage -
and equalizing Taxes being left unpaid for Threé Months after the Time

appointed-for 'Payment thereofii

X1I. And whereas it has. -been fouind-that the Tax of One Guinea' on Tax on
.Clerks, impofed by the faid recited- Aét; while it bears heavy on the few 1(_3{1}:&:-(1]:5 abo-
Individuals whom it ‘affefts, produces little Advantage t6 the Fund; beit™
enatted, That from the'Time of the paffling: of this A& the faid Tax on
Clerks fhall be;-and the fame is hereby abolithed. C

XIII. And be it enated; That every Perfon who after the pafling of this Payments
A@& fhall be admitted a-Member of the faid Society, being at the Time of :gﬁf:rf“
his:Admiffion above the Age of Twenty-four Years, (the Proof of his not years Oﬂfl
being above that Age being incumbent upon him,) fhall be bound at the when ad-
firlt Term .of Whitfunday or Martinmas after his Admiffion, to make mitted. . -
Payment to the Colleétor, along with his Contribution for the current .
-Year, of-a Sum equal to One-half of the whole Rates which he would ~
have been liable to pay if -he had been admitted a Member of the Society

“at-the Age of Twenty-four, together with legal Intereft on the faid Half,

 calculated from the Terms at which-each Rate would have been payable, *

 together with legal Intereft-of the whole Sum from the faid Term follow-
ing his:-Admiffien till paid, and One-twentieth part more of the faid
accumulated Sum, in-name‘“of Penalty, -in:cale of Failure to make fuch
Payment within Three Months after the faid Term, befides the full Cofts . -
of profeciting for and recovering. tlie fame; which Penalty fha]l be paid -~~~ -
and levied -without Modification;'-and which ‘Payment fhall be over and = =
above, and fhall form no Part of the Twelve Rates declared by the faid
recited At and this At, to be payable by every Contributor before his

< Widow can draw the full Annuity thereby anid hereby provided: And in

 cafe futh Perfontfo admitted, fhall at the Time of his' Admiflion be a

married Man, he fhall be bound to pay, not only the Marriage Tax and
equalizing Tax, payable in Terms of the faild A&, but alfo a Sum equal
‘'to-One-half of 'the legal Intereft: whi¢h would- have accrued thereon from -
the Date of ‘his”Marriage; or-of his"attaining the Age' of Twenty-four,
which ever of thefe Events fhall have laft happened, together with legal = -
Intereft of the accumulated Sum and Penalty as aforefaid, in cafe of Failure |

in Payment thereof within Three Months as aforefaid ; and all and every
fuch-Sums, Prificipal; Intereft; and Pénalties, fhall'belevied and recovered
in the fame Manner and by virtue of fuch Diligence as is diretted and
allowed ‘by the faid A& for thé Recovéry.of Arrears due by the Con-

tributors.” | |
{Local.] 19 Q | X1V, Aand
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Members . XIV. And whereas fome Members of the faid-Society, ‘who failed within -
Hﬁﬁiﬁi the Time limited by the faid in part recitedtAt, to declare their Refolution
oncertain 10 become Contributors to the faid Scheme, which is faid in certainInftances
Conditions. to have arifen from Inadvertency, aré now defirous' to be admitted to a Par-
| ticipation of the Scheme, be it therefore enatted, That every Petfon
being now a Member of the faid Society, but. ot a Contributor to’ the
Scheme, who fhall, by Writing under his Hand to be delivered to the
faid Colletor within Three Months after the pafling of this'A&, declare .
his Refolution to become a Contributor thereto, fhall be bound, at the
Term of Martinmas One thoufand eight hundred and eighteen, to make
Payment to the faid ColleGor of a Sum equal to the whole Rates and
Marriage Tax-and equalizing Tax which he would have been liable to
pay if "he had becomea Contributor in Terms of the Provifions of the
faid A&, together with compound Intereft thereon from the Times at
~which the fame would in that cafe have been payable, and alfo of fuch
further Sum, if any, asan Accountant, to be named for the Purpofe by the
1ruftees, may report to be neceffary for rendering the Contributions
" fairly equivalent in all the Circumftances of "each Individual," to -the Be-
--_ mefits refulting from a Participation in the Scheme; and upon fuch
Payment being {o made at the faid Term, or within Thirty Days there-
atter, every fuch Perfon fhall be admitted to Participation, and fhall be
hable to all the Obligations incumbent on other Contributors in the
fame Way as if he had become a Contributor in Terms of the faid
Alt; but no Perfon, of the Defcription aforefaid, fhall be admitted to
fuch Participation who fails to make -and deliver fuch Declaration  as
aforefaid, and to make Payment as aforefaid at the Term of Martin-

mas 1 the fame Year, or within Thirty Days thereafter. -

Expeuceot XV, And whereas the Provifion in the faid recited A& for defraying the

Management. p e pence in the Management of faid Fund has become inadequate, be it
therefore enadted, That as foon as the Capital of the Fund fhall amount to
Two hundred Pounds for each Contributor, the Sum of Two Hundred
Pounds Sterling per Annum {hall be paid to the Colleftor in Full of
Salary, Office Rent, and Stationery in the Office : Provided always, that
any other Expences in the Management than thofe above mentioned, fhall
be defrayed out of the Fund under the Direétion of the Truftees, *

Former A&t X VL And it is hereby declared, That the aforefaid Aét of the Forty-third
Foeo i Year of His prefent Majefty’s Reign fhall remain in full Force, except in
shthad fo far as altered or amended by the prefent A&, |

" Expencesof  XVII. And be itenalted, That the Expence of procuring and pafﬁng
Ad. this Aét ‘fhall be paid by the Truftees out of the Fund under their

Management. . |
. . ™

Public A@,  XVIIL And beit ena&ed, That this Act fhall be deemed, adjudged, and
taken to be a Public A, and fhall be judicially taken Notice of as fuch
by all Judges, Juitices, and others, without being {pecially pleaded. -
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