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- Cap. xxviii.

An Act for eftablithing an Affay Office in the City
of Glafpow. | [19th May 1819.]

: Y HEREAS: the Gold and Silverfmiths and Plate Workers In
‘ ; ‘/ and about the City of Glafpow in the County of Lanark, and

. in - the Weltern Patts of Scotland, {uffer great Hardfhip and
‘Inconvenience in the Exercife of their Trades for want of Aflayers at a

convenient Place to aflay and touch their Wrought Plate ; for Remedy .

whereof, be it enatted by the King’s moft Excellent Majelty, by and with
‘the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
"Commons, in this prelent Parliament aflembled, and by the Autharity of

| the fame, That Robert Gray, William Gray, William Mitchell, Alesander Company
Mitchel, Donald M*Callum, James Newlands, Philip Grierfon, Luke Frafer confuituted.

‘Newlands, William M¢Culloch, Jobn Murray, James Brown Adfbead,
Robert Wilfon, James Finlayfon, Thomas Finlayfon, Robert Reid, Jobn Reid,
- Robert Duncan, Walter Gray, Peter Aitken, Dawvid Macdonald, James
Downie, Jobn Paterfon, Andrew Burrell, Jobn Heron, William Hannay,
. Robert Turnbull, and James Allan, Gold and Silver{miths and Plateworkers
in and about G/afgow, thall be and are hereby incorporated a Company
of or belonging to the faid City of Glafgow, and fhall be called and
‘known by the Name of The Glafgow Galdfmiths Company, and fhall be
Members of fuch Company fo long as they live and refide in fuch Town,
or within Forty Miles to the Welt and South thereof; which Company

thall be enabled and is hereby authorized, on or before the Firlt Day of

 July next, to meet at fome.convenient Place within the faid City, and chufe
Four fit and .proper Perfons refident in the faid City, or within Ten Miles
- [ Local.] | - 8B . thereof,

}
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thereof, by Majority of Voices, to be the Wardens of the faid Company In
the faid City, which faid Wardens thall continue for the Space of One Year
and no longer, unlefs re-eleéted by the Company in Manner aforefaid.

II. And be it further enated, That the faid Company fhall be enabled,
and 1s hereby authorized and direted annually on the Firlt Monday in
July in every Year, out of fit and proper Perfons refident i the faid City,
or within Forty Miles to the Weft and South thereof, to chufe, by a Ma-
jority of Members prefent at any Meeting to be held for that Purpofe,
One or more Perfon or Perfons nto the faid Company in the Place and

Stead of fuch of the faid Company who ihall have died or removed to a

greater Diftance than Forty Miles as aforefaid from the faid City ; and
alfo to chufe as Members of the faid Company {uch additional fit and
proper Perfon or Perfons as fuch Majority may deem expedient or necef-
fary, tfrom among {uch Perfons as may from Time to Time lawfully carry
on the Trade of Goldimiths or Silverfmiths, or Plateworkers in GJafgow,

 or within the Diftance thereof aforefaid ; and that immediately thereafter

Gold Plate
how to be

fuch Company fhall be fo filled up or cholen 1 Manner aforefaid, they
fhall be enabled and are hereby authorized and directed to proceed to the
Eleftion of the Four Wardens for the Year enfuing in Manner aforefaid ;
and if any of the faid Wardens {o chofen as aforefaid {hall happen to die
or remove to a greater Diftance than T'en Miles out of Glafgow as afore-
faid, then ‘the faid Company fhall within One Month after fuch Death or
Removal, chufe another Perfon in Manner atorefaid to be Warden in his
Room, and fuch Perfon {hall be and 1s hereby authorized and required
to act accordingly for the Remainder of that Year.

L ‘And be it farther enacted, That no Gold or Silverfmith or Plate
Worker in Glafgow, or within Forty Miles thereof as aforefaid, fhall

~ knowingly put to fale, exchange, or fell- any Gold Veflel, Plate, or
Manufacture of Gold made or wrought in the faid City, or within the

Diftance aforefaid, after the Firft Day of July next, or export the fame out
of Great Britain, until fuch Time as fuch Velflel, Plate, or manufaftured
Gold (fuch Gold Plate being of the |Standard of Twenty-two Carats
of Iine Gold per Pound Troy, or of the Standard of Eighteen Carats of
Fine Gold per Pound Troy ; {uch laft-mentioned Standard being marked
with the Number Kighteen in addition to the Marks after mentioned) fhall
be marked as follows; that is to fay, with the Mark of the Worker or Maker
thereof, which fhall be the Firlt Letter of his Chriftian and Surname, and

~ alfo with the Lion Rampant, and with the Mark of the faid Company,

to denote the Goodnefs thereof, and to thow that the fame was aflayed 3
and alfo with a diftinét variable Mark or Letter, which Letter or Mark
fhall be annually changed upon the Lleftion of new Wardens for the faid
Company, to denote the Year in which fuch Plate is marked, upon Pain
that all fuch Gold Plate or other manufattured Gold which fhall be made,
expoled to fale, exchanged, or exported, contrary to this A&, fhall be

- forfeited, or the Value thereof, One Moiety thereof to the King’s Majefty,

His Heirs and Succeflors, and the other Moiety thereof to fuch Perfon or

- Perfons as will fue for the fame, to.be recovered by A&ion in His Ma-

jefty’s Court of Exchequer in Scotland ; excepting always, fuch Things as
by realon of their Smalinefs or Thinnefs are not capable of receiving a
Touch ; and excepting alfo fuch Articles as are [pecially excepted by an
At of the Twelgh Year of the Reign of His Majefty King George the

| I & S Second,
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Second, intituled An A& for the better preventing Frauds and Abufes in 12G.2.c.26.
Gold and Silver Wares 3 and by another A&t of the Twenty-fourth Year

of the Reign of His prefent Majelty, intituled An At for granting to His 24G 3. c. 53
Majefly certain Duties on all Gold and Silver Plate imported, and alfo cers | |
tain: Duties o all Gold and Silver wrought Plate made in Great Britan,

IV. And be it further enadted, That no Gold or Silver[mith or Platé Silver Plate
Worker in Glafgow, or within Forty Miles thereof as aforefaid, fhall how to be
knowingly put to fale, exchange, or fell any Silver Veflel, Plate, or marked.
Manufa&ure of Silver made or wrought in the faid City, or within the
aforefaid Diftance thereof, after the Firft Day of July next, or export the
fame out of. Great Britain, until fach Time as fuch Veflel, Plate, of
manufa@ured Silver, (fuch Silver Plate being of the Standard of Eléven
Ounces Two Penny Weights of Fine Silver per Pound Troy) fhall bé
marked as follows; that is to fay, with the Mark of the Worker or
Maker thereof, which fhall be the Firft Letter of his Chriftian and
Surname, and alfo with the Lion Rampant and with the Mark of the faid -
Company, to denote the Goodnefs thercof, and to fhew that the {ame S
was affayed; and alfo with a diftin€t variable Mark or Letter, which
Letter or Mark fhall be annually changed upon the Election of new
Woardens for the faid Company, to denote the Year in which fuch Plate
is marked, or Silver Plate of the Standard of Eleven -Ounces T'en Penny-
weights to be marked as aforefaid, and with the additional Mark herein-
after mentioned, upon. Pain that all fuch Silver Veflels, Plate, or other
manufactured Silver which fhall be made, expofed to fale, exchanged,
or exported contrary to this AQ, fhall be forfeited or the Value thereof;
One Moiety thereof to the King’s Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, and
the other Moiety thereof to fuch Perfon or Perlons as will fue for the fame,
to be recovered by Aion in His Majefty’s Court of Exchequer 1n Scotland;
excepting fuch Things as by reafon of their Smallnefs or Thinnefs are
not capable of receiving a Touch ; and alfo excepting the feveral Wares
of Silver as are fpecially excepted by the faid recited Acts of the Twelith
Year of the Reign of His Majefty King George- the Second, and Twenty-
fourth of His prefent Majefty, and alfo by another Act paffed in the
Thirtieth Year of the Reign of His prefent Majefty, intituled 4z 4ct 1o
alter [o much of an At made in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of His late
Majefty King George the Second, Yintituled ¢ An At for the better pre-
¢ wenting Frauds and Abufes in Gold and Silver Wares ;> and alfo fo much
of another A& made in the Twenty-fourth Year of the Reign of His
prefent Majefty, intituled An A& for granting 1o His Majefly certain
Duties on all Gold and Silver Plate imported ; and alfo certain_Duties
on all Gold and Silver wrought Plate made in Great Britain, as relates to
the marking of Silver Wares. - o

35G:3- CiSI-

V. And be it further ena&ed, That the peculiar Mark of the faid Com- ry. Mark of
pany direted to be ufed as aforefaid fhall be the Arms of the City of the Company.

Glafgew.

VL. And be it further ena&ed, That the faid Company fhall from An Affayer
Time to Time ‘ele& and chufe in Manner aforefaid One or. morg or Aflayersto
abie. and fkilful Perfon or Perfons' experienced in the aflaying
Gold and Silver, to be the Affayer or Affayers, and that fuch Perion
or Perfons fo chofen fhall continue in the faid Office during ”hiéhqr

0 | their

of be gppointed. |
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their Life or Lives, unlefs he or they fhall negleét to attend the faid Bu-
finefs, or fhall die, or be rendered incapable of executing the faid Office
of Affayer; for which faid Aflayer or Aflayers, it fhall and may be lawiul
to detain Eight Grains only from every Pound Troy of Silver he'or they
fhall aflay, Four Grains whereof fhall be put into the Box or Diet, and the
other Four Grains fhall be allowed him towards his Walte and Spillings in
making the faid Aflays ; and every Aflayer or Aflayers cholen 1n purfuance
of this A& immediately after his or their Eletion or Eletions, and betfore
he or they take upon himfelf or themfelves the Execution of the faid Office,
fhall enter into a Bond or Obligation to the Mafter of His Majelty’s Mint in
Scotland for the Time being, with T'wo fufhcient Sureties, to be approved
of by the faid Mafter, in the Penalty of Five Hundred Pounds for the
Execution of the faid Office, and for the due Payment of all fuch Fines
and Sums of Money as are and fhall be charged or impofed on him or
them by this A& for Negle&t or Fraud in the Execution of the faid
Office, and fhall alfo take and fubfcribe the Oath tollowing ; widelicet,

‘ T 4.B. do fwear, That I will be faithful and true to our Sovereign Lord
¢ ~King George, and will, fo long as 1 continue an Aflayer, well and
¢ faithfully behave mylelf in the faid Office, and no undue Profit to my-
¢ felf take, or to any other Perfon whatfoever, whether the fame be or
¢ not for my own Benefit, to the Hurt or Hindrance of any Perfon that
¢ is Owner or Bringer of any Gold or Silver in Plate to be aflayed, except
¢ of Wrought Plate only, Four Grains of Silver of every Pound Weight
¢ to be taken and put into the Diet Box, and other Four Grains of
¢ Silver to be taken likewife of every Pound Weight of Silver Plate
¢ wrought (and not otherwife) towards my Waite and Spillings 1n
¢ making the faid Aflays; and that I will touch no Gold or Silver but
¢ what fhall be of the Goodnels of and according to the Standard of
¢ Great DBritain, which for the Time being 1s or thall be appointed by
¢ Law for Wrought Plate, or better; and all fuch Gold and Silver
¢ refpetively as fhall be brought to me to be touched, I will carefully
¢ examine, to fee if the Gold be of all one Sort of Gold, and the
¢ Silver of cne Sort of Silver, and of good and {ufficient Workman-
¢ fhip, and whether all the Pieces be fixed together that are intended
¢ to be aflixed together, and whether 1t be not charged with unneceflary
¢ Solder, and if I find the fame liable to any of the Objettions aforefaid
¢ I will not affay the fame ; and that 1 will truly fet down in Writing all
¢ {fuch Gold and Silver -as fhall be brought to me to be touched, and the
¢ fame at all Times as I fhall be required will duly and truly deliver
¢ again (except Eight Grains as aforefaid), and will true Accounts make
¢ thereof when required by the Wardens of the Company wherein I am
¢ ‘chofen ‘Affayer ; and that I will no" Aflays make of Things new wrought
¢ before that they be marked with the Mark of the Maker or Owner
¢ thereof; and that I will, according to the belt of my Skill and Judg-
‘¢ ment, make every Aflay fo and in {uch Sort and Manner as may beit
¢ alcertain the true intrinfic Standard of fuch Plate {o to be aflayed ; and
¢ that I will not put or wittingly fuffer to be put into the aforefaid Box
¢ any Gold or Silver but {fuch refpettively as has been {craped and taken
¢ in my Prefence from the Plate which I fhall aflay and pafs for Stand-
¢-ard ;. and that ‘I will not, by myfelf or in Partnerfhip with any other
¢ Perfon, direltly or indirettly, be concerned in the buying or felling of
* Gold or Silver Bullion, or in the manufacturing of Wrought Plate.
o ‘ - ' - ¢ 50 helpme GOD.?
Which
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‘Which' Oath the Lord Provoft of the City of Glafgowfor the Time being,
or in his Abfence, the Senior Magiftrate of the faid City, is hereby required
and empowered to adminifter to fuch Aflayer.
-+ VII. Provided always neverthelefs, and be it enated by the Authority g“ ]l)eathf“f
aforefaid, That if any Perfon chofen Affayer in purfuance’ of “this A& 5 a;e&r o
fhall negleét to attend the faid Bufinefs, or ‘fhall die, or be rendered iher may be
incapable of executing the faid Office, that then and in either of the faid appointed.
Cafes, it fhall and - may be lawful to and for thé faid Company to elect
and choofe in manner aforefaid another fit and proper Perfon to
be the Affayer in the Place and Stead of the Aflayer fo neglecting or dying
.or being incapable of executing the faid Office+-: -~ = ... ...

- VHI. And be it further enadted, That the faid-Company fhall find and An AfyOf-
provide, within the faid City of G!czfgawj a propef:Placef for an Office for fice to be plrﬁi_- |
receiving in, affaying, and delivering out all Wrought Plate* that -fhall “{;i;?ate e
be brought to beaflayed in purfuance of-this ‘:A¢t; -and‘that all"'Wrought .
Plate that fhall be there brought for the Purpofe aforefaid, {thall be weighed
and examined by the Affayer;-and if on view thereof, and after weighing
the fame in Water, and trying the Effect of Magnetifm, the Aflayer fhall
have Sufpicion of Iron or other bafe:Metal being introduced, or wrought
into or incorporated therewith; .or concealed. therein, he fhall thereon
forthwith warn the Four Wardens to attend, and- they fhall, along with.the
Aflayer, fee if fuch Plate brought to be aflayed be all.of one Sort of Gold
-or Silver, and of good and fufficient Workmanthip, and whether-all the
Pieces .be affixed together that' are intended to be athxed together, -and
.whether it be marked with the Maker or Owner’s ‘Mark, or be not charged
with unneceflary Solder ; and that if it {hall be-found that fuch Plate is hable
.to all or any of the-Objetions aforefaid, that then and in.every fuch
Cafe the - fame fhall be' returned without any Aflay made thereof ;- :but if
fuch Plate fhall ‘be found free from all the Objetions aforefaid, then
there fhall be drawn, fcraped, or cut off fo much- from’each Piece,  in

- proportion to .the Weight thereof, as will not exceed in the whole the Rate
of Eight Grains for every Pound Weight ; and-the Drawings, Scrapings,
-or Cuttings off, fhall immediately after be divided into 'I'wo Moieties ; -and
‘a Moiety of the Drawings, Scrapings, or.Cuttings off: from each Piece,
be delivered to the Aflayer, wherewith to make his Aflays ; and the othér
Moiety fhall be locked up with Two different Locks m a Box to be pro-

~ vided for that Purpofe, (which fhall be called the Aflayer’s Box), and the

~ refpeélive Keys thereof fhall be kept by the Senior Warden and Aflayer
-of .the faid Company. . SN

- IX. And be it further enaéted, That if on view of any ot the faid Plate Plate how to
fo brought to be affayed, and after weighing the fame in Water, and trying be affayed. .
- the Effect of Magnetifm, the Wardens and Aflayer, or either of them, when \
“called as aforefaid, thall have Sufpicion of 1ron or aother bale Metal being
introduced, wrought into, or concealed in any Piece of Plate {o brought to
be aflayed, then and in fuch Cafe it fhall and may be lawful to -and tor the
faid Wardens and Aflayer to cut the fame, or caufe the fame in their Prefence
to. be cut ; and if upon cutting thereof, any unneceflary Iron or other baie
Metal fhall be found therein, the faid Piece of Plate fhall be broken and
" defaced, and they  are hereby authorized and direfted to break and.detace .
the fame ; and the faid Plate, or the Value thereof, fhall be forfeited to
[ Local.’) 8 C "~ the
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the fa2id Wardens and Affayer, and the Produce thereof be by them applied
- towards the Expences of the Aflay Office. |

Recompence X, Provided always neverthelefs, and be it enatted, That if on cutting
fg‘;ﬂ?f‘;:fg? fuch Plate as aforefaid, no unneceflary Iron or other bafe Metal thall be
Cafes. ~ found therein, that then and in fuch Cafe the faid Wardens and Aflayer
fhall forthwith make a- Recompence and Satisfattion in Money to the
Owner of fuch Plate, to the full Amount of the Damage done to the
%xgie, and charge the {ame to the Account of the Expences of the Aflay

CC, SR | | g

Affayer to X1. And be it further enacted, That the Moiety of the Drawings, Scrapings,
‘i%"“;l“ to  or Cuttings off of each Piece fo to be brought to the Aflay Office as afore-
WSS faid, fhall be put in {eparate Papers, and marked with correlponding
Numbers, and the ‘Affayer -thall make his Report to the Wardens upon
each Piece ; and fuch of the faid Numbers as the Aflayer fhall report
to be worfe than Standard, the Pieces of Plate correfponding with fuch
Numbers fhall be broke to Pieces in the Prefence of the faid Wardens to
be called as aforefaid, and the Aflayer, and returned to the Owner; and fuch
Numbers as the faid Affayers fhall ¥eport to be Standard, or better, the
Pieces of Plate correfponding with fuch Numbers fhall be marked by the
Aflayer with the Company’s Mark, and delivered to the Owner or
Bringer of {uch Plate (he paying for making the Aflay thereof fuch
‘Sums of Money as are herein-after direfted to be paid for the fame) ; and
the Scrapings belonging to fuch correfponding Numbers which {hall be fo
reported Standard or better, fhall be taken out of the Aflayer’s Box and be
folded up, and the Name of the Maker of the Plate indorfed thereon, and
depofited in a Box to be provided for that Purpofe (which fhall be.called
the Diet Box), and which Box fhall be locked with Two different Locks,
~and the refpetive Keys.thereof fhall be kept by One of the faid Wardens
and Affayer, and which faid Box fhall never after be opened but in the
Prefence of the faid ‘Wardens and- Affayer, or any of the Diet taken
thereout but for the Purpofe of Trial thereof annually, as hereafter: is
mentioned ; and the Moiety of the Scrapings, Drawings, or Cuttings off
‘which fhall be delivered to the Aflayer for the Purpofe of affaying, or fo
much thereof as fhall remain after fuch Procefs, fhall be put together in
the Affayer’s Box, in a Part thereof to.be appropriated for that Purpofe,
to be difpofed of as by this Act is herein-after direCted.

Drawings to  XII Provided always neverthelefs, and be it enaéted, That if any Plate fo

!""I‘)]?P"é*t"d brought to be affayed fhall be reported to be of the Standard of Eleven

1 PIELBOX Ounces Ten Pennyweights or better, that then the Moiety of the Draw-
ings, Scrapings, or Cuttings off from fuch Plate fhall be put 1n the Diet
Box, in a Part thereof to be appropriated for that Purpofe, and not blended
with the other Diet, to the Intent that. the Diet of Plate of each of the
aforefaid Standards: may be feparately tried on the annual Trial of the
Diet herein-after dire@ted; and fuch Plate of the Standard of Eleven
Ounces Ten Pennyweights fhall be marked with the additional Mark of the
Figure of Britannia.

Gold and Sil-

verimiths to  XJJI. And be. it further enalted, That on ox before the Firft Day of

o eihz::d July next, every Goldfmith, Silverfmith, or Plate-worker inhabiting

Marks,  the City of Glafgow. aforefaid, or withi the: Diftance thereof aforefaid;
| 10 and
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and 4lfo every Peifon who at “ny Time after 'the 'Rid Firft Day'of
July next fhall follow the Trade of a Goldfmith; Silverfmith, 6r Plate:
worker, before he takes upon him to exercile any of the faid Trades,
~within the Limits aforefaid, fhall enter his Naie, aiid his Mark, and
Place of Abode with the Wardens ‘of thefaid Gompan§, which thall be
done by the f1id Wardens upon Demand, without Fée or Rewaid’; fard
if any fuch' Goldfmith, Silverfmith, ‘or Platé:worKer fhall niot enter
his Name and Mark, and Place of Abodé as aforefaid, or thall ftrike #ny
other Mark on Plate than what is fo enteréd; fuch ‘Goldimith; ‘Silvet:
fmith, 'or Plate-worker fo offénding, thall forfeit thé Sum ‘of Fifty Pounds
to be recoveréd and difpoled of as aférefard.- -+ - -

XIV. And be it further €naéteéd, That if any Perfon W‘Ba;i'@eﬁei- fall cafty Penalty on
forge, or counterfeit, or caufe of procure to be caft, forged; or countef forging the
feited, any Mark ot Stamp tfed ot to be uféd for marking Plate in pus- Marks.
fuance of this A&, or by any Maker or Worker of Gold br Silver Plate;
oF any or either of them, or fhall caft; forge, ‘ot €duintérfeit, ‘or caufe br
procure to be caft, forged; or ¢ounterfeited; any Mark; Stamp,; or Imphef:

fion in Imitation of of to refémble any Mark; Stamp, or Impreflion made
or to be made with-any Mark or Stamp ufed or to be Wufed as aforefaid
by the faid Company, or by any Maker or Wotker of Gold or . Silvéf
Plate,-or any or either of them; of thall mark ‘or ftamp, 8r cauleor procute
to be marked or ftamped, aiiy Gold of Silver Wrouglhit Plate with any
}\lark or Stamp which hath been -or fhall be forged or counteifeited: in
iitation of, or to tefemblé any Mark 61 Stamp uféd or to be ufed as
aforefaid . by the faid Company, or by any Maker or Worker 6f Gold ' or
Silver Plate, or any or-either of them; or ‘fhall tranipble of fermove; of
caufe or procure to be tranfpoféd or remioved; from one Piéce 6f Wrought
Plate to another, or to any Plated Veflel; or to aly Veflel: 6f bale Metal,
any Mark, Stamp, or Impreflionn made of to beé made by or with ary
Mirk o Stamp tfed of to be ifed as aforefaid by the faid Company;-or
by any Maker or Worker of Gold or ‘Silver Plate, or any of ' eithér of
them ; or fhall fell, exchange, or expofe to fale, or export out of Scotland,
diiy Gold ot Silvetr Wrotight Plate, or any Veflel of bafe Metal; with any
fuci forged or counteffeit Mark, Stamp; or Impréilion thereon; of atiy
Matk, Startip, or Impreffion which hath been ér fhall be tranipoled: ot
femoved froth dny other Piece of Plate, knowing fuch Mark; Staimp, ot
Impreflion to be forged, counterfeited, or tranfpofed or removed ds afore:
faid ; or fhall wilfully or knowingly have or bé pofleffed of dny-Mirk of
Stainp which. hath been or fhadll be forged or couniéifeited. iti Imitdtion of
or {0 refemble any Mark or Stamp ufed ot t6 be ufed as aforefdid by thé faid
‘Coiripany, or by arty Maker ot Wérker of Gold 6t Silver Plate, ot any ot
either of thém, every fuch Perfon offiénding in any; eachiy or either of
the Cafes aforefaid, being thereof lawfully coniviétéd, fhall; by Order of
ffle‘ Court before whom fuch Offender fhall be convicted; be trafifported

- for the Tétm of Fourteen Years.

' XV. And be it further ena&ed; That if any Working Goldfmith 6t Silvér: Penalty on
{mith, or Dealer in Wrought Platé, or anj Worker or Dealer ity any othér Rfamping
Metal, plated or covered with Gold of Silver, fhall ftrike or caufe to be fifuek [ ared toods
any Letter of Lettérs upon any Veflel, or othét Thing madé of Metal; Metal, -
plated or c¢dvered with' Gold or Silver; of upon: Metal Veflel or other
Thing made to look like Gold or Silver, filch Petfon o Pérfons fo

_ ' offending
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oftending {hall forfeit the Sum of One hundred Pounds, to .be recovered
and difpofed of as aforefaid. .

XVI. And be it further enated, That all and every Goldﬁmth Sllver-
{fmith, and Plate Worker thall ﬁrﬁ fix his or their Mark upon his
or their Plate which fhall be made from and after the Firft Day of July
next (except fuch Things which, by reafon of their Smallnefs or
Thinnefs, are not capable .of recewmg the Touch, and alfo excepting
the feveral Wares excepted by. the faid recited Aé}s), and fhall then
bring or fend the, fame to the Office of the faid Company, where they
fhall have entered their Mark and Place of Abode, and the fame fhall
be there affayed according to this A& ; and if by the Affayer 1t fhall be

found to be of the Finenefs of Standard which for the Time being is

or fhall be appointed by.Law for Wrought Plate, or better, then the fame
fhall be marked with the Mark of the faid Company, and of the Affayer ;
and that it fhall and may be. lawful to and for the faid Affayer, or fuch

other Perfon as the Wardens for the Time being of the foid Company

fhall appoint, to afk, demand, take, and recéive of and from all and

“every fuch Perfon and Perfons as fhall from Time to Time bring to the

Affay Office belonging to the faid Company any Piece or Parcel of
Wrought Plate to be a{fayed tried, and marked, fuch Prices, Sums of
Money, or Rewards as they fhall think fit, fo as fuch Prices, Sums of
Money, or Rewards do not exceed the Sum of One Shilling -and Six-
pence for every Pound Troy of Plate, and fo proportionably for every
greater or lefs Quantity fo aflayed and marked : Provided neverthelefs,
that if any Parcel or fingle Piece of Wrought Plate fhall be brought or
{ent to the faid Office to be aflayed, which, accordmg to the Rate or Price
herein-before limited, fhall not amount to the Sum of One Shilling and
Sixpence, then there Ihall be pzud for affaying and marking fuch Parcel
or fingle Piece of Wrought Plate, a Sum of Money or Reward not ex-
ceeding One Shilhing and Sixpence, any thing herein contained to the
contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

XVIL And be it further ena&ed That the Affayers fo to be chofen by
virtue of this A¢t as aforefaid, fha,ll not difcover by Defcription, in Words
or otherwife, to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, any Pattern, Defign,
or Invention of any Piece of Gold. or Silver Plate brought or to be
brought to the Office to be aflayed as aforefaid, or permit the fame to
be viewed or feen by any Perfon what{oever but the Wardens and other
Perfons neceflarily employed or to be employed inthe faid Office; and

~ alfo fhall keep a Book or Books wherein fhall be entered the Names of

every Owner of Plate brought to be affayed, and the Affortment of Plate
affayed, and an Account of  the Money received for the affaying thereof,
and likewife an Account of the Monies arifing from the Scrapings and
Cuttings off of the faid Plate fo brought to be affayed, when the {ame {hall
be fold in Manner herein-after directed, and alfo an Account of the
Officers and Servants, Salaries and Wages, and other incidental Expences
attending the carrying this A&t into Execution ; and that every Member
of the faid Company fhall have free Accefs to the faid Books and In-

{pettion thereof; and any Affayer who fhall fo difcover any Pattern or

Invention as aforefald fhall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit and pay a Sum

not exceeding Ten Pounds Sterlmg, to be recovered and applied in Man-
ner herein-after prefcribed. ,

X VIII.- And




L W L D

}

50° GEORGIL 1L Cap.xxviii 657

XVIll. And be it further enacted, That the Marks of the faid Company Marks to be
fhall be locked up in a Box, whereof the Key fhall be kept by the lockedup.
Aflayer of: the faid Company, to be ufed by him for the Pur-
pofe of marking the Plate which fhall have been affayed and reported
Standard; and if " the - Aflayer fhall mark or fuffer to be marked
with the Company’s Mark any Plate that has not been duly affayed
and found Standard, he fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Ten Pounds

_ Sterling, to be recovered and difpofed of in Manner herein-after mentioned,

and fhall be turned out of his Office, and be rendered ever after incapable
of exercifing the Office of an Affayer.

XIX. And be it further enacted, That the Affayer of the faid Company Scrapings to
fhall Four Times in every Year duly weigh, in the Prefence of the War- be weighed
dens of the faid Company, all the Scrapings and Cuttings.off of the ?“deﬁ‘te’zd
Silver depofited in the Affayer’s Box, after Report thereof made as =
aforefaid, and enter the true Weight thereof in a Book to be kept for that
Purpofe ; and that when the fame is fo weighed and entered, it fhall
and may be lawful to and for the {aid Wardens to {ell and difpofe thereof,
and after entering an Account of the Produce thereof in the Book be-
longing to fuch Company, containing their Receipts and Payments for and
on the account of the Affay Office, pay and apply the fame for and

~towards {fuch Payments.

-~ XX. And be it further enated, That the Diet Box belonging to the faid Diet Box to
Company fhall Once in every Year be opened in the Prefence of be fent to the
the Affayer and the Four Wardens, and the Diet. therein be taken aﬁi_“thatEdm"
out and carefully packed up, and fecured and fealed with the refpe@ive ~ °

Seals of the faid Wardens and Aflayer, and by them in each other’s

Prefence delivered to a Meflenger, to be by him conveyed to His Ma-

jelty’s Mint at Edinburgh, ‘and delivered to the Mafter of the Mint for

Scotland. or his Deputy, or other Perfon or Perfons from Time to Time

lawtully appointed and authorized to receive the fame, taking a Receipt

from fuch Perfon who fhall receive it for the fame, which Receipt the

faid Mafter of the Mint for Scot/and, or his Deputy, are hereby direted

to give; and that the Meflenger conveying the fame fhall, at the Time of

the delivering thereof, make Oath before the faid Mafter or his Deputy

(which Oath the faid Mafter or his Deputy are hereby authorized and

direted to adminifter), that he recetved the Box or Parcel (as the Cale

may be) from the Wardens and Affayer of the Company, fo fealed

as on the Delivery thereof, and that the fame had not been opened after

he had fo received the fame. ' |

X X1, And be it turther enatted, That the Mafter of His Majefty’s Mint Dietto be
for Scotland for the Time being, or his Deputy, fhall, within Fourteen i‘;e‘i by ;he
Days next after the faid Diet fhall have been {o delivered, fix and appoint M?:ﬁeaftoEdt:]:ﬁ
a 'Ime for the Trial of the faid Diet by the King’s Aflay Mafter of His Ma- burgh,
jefty*s Mint for Scotland, before fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall from Time
to Time be appointed by the Lord High Treafurer of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, or the Lords Commiflioners of His Majelty’s
Treafury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or any
Three or. more of them, for the Time being, for the Trial of Gold and
Silver Plate at Edinburgh ; and that the faid Mafter of the Mint or his

Deputy fhall, by Letter to be {ent by the General Poft, give fuch Affayer

- whole Diet is to be tried, Notice of the Time and Place appointed for

N Local}] _ 8 D fuch
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fuch Trial, that he may be prefent if he thinks fit; and on that Day
whereon the Perfon ‘or Perfons to be appointed from Time to Time as
aforefaid fhall fo appoint, the Trial fhall be proceeded in, in the Manner
and under the fame Regulations, in and under which Trials of Wrought
Plate are proceeded in and made in Edinburgh; and if upon fuch Trial
the fame thall be found of the Standard Finenefs or better, then and in

fuch Cafe His Majefty’s faid Affay Maiter for Scotland, or his Deputy,

{hall return the faid Diet to or to the Order of the Wardens and Aflay
Mafter of the Company forefaid, who are hereby authorized to {ell and
difpofe thereof, and having entered the Produce thereof in the Book of
Accounts of the Receipts and Payments of the faid Company, pay and
apply fuch Produce for and towards the neceflary Expence of the faid
Company. - | . .

- XXII. Provided always neverthelefs, and be it enacted, That if on the faid
Trial the faid Diet fhall be found not of Standard Finenefs, according to
the refpeftive Standards thereof, but worfe, then and in fuch Cafe
the Affayer belonging to the faid Company, whofe Diet fhall be fo tried,,
fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of One hundred Pounds, to be recovered
and difpofed of as aforefaid, and fhall ever after be rendered incapable of
afting as an Aflayer. "

- XXIII. Provided alfo, and it is hereby enacted and declared, That in cafe
the faird Prices, Sums of Money, or Rewards hereby 'given, granted, or
allowed to the faid Company for the aflaying and marking Wrought Plate,
fhall raife more Money than fhall be {ufficient to defray the Expence of
obtaining and pailing this A&, and the neceflary Expences of the faid
Affay Offices, then the Overplus Money (if any) fhall be applied by the
faid Company from Time to Time in the profecuting Offenders againit
this A¢t; and if fuch Profecutions fhall not'require the Whole of fuch
Overplus, then and in' fuch Cale the faid Prices, Sums of Money, or
Rewards fhall atterwards be leflened in proportion by the {aid Company ;
and they are hereby required to take fo much lefs for the aflaying, trying,
and-marking Wrought Plate for the future, as- will reduce the Sum to be
taken to fuch a Sum as will anfwer the Purpofes aforefaid only, without
bringing any Profit to the faid Company ;-any Thing herein contained to
the contrary thereof in anywife notwithftanding. 2 SR

TrialPiecesto X X1V. And be it further enaéed, That the Wardens and'Aflayer of the
be tranfmitted {aid Company fhall from Time to Time, when required by the Mafter of
to the Mafter His Majefty’s Mint for Scotland, or his Depute, tranfmit to the faid Mafter

of the Mint.

‘or his Depute, at the Office of His Majefty’s Mint at Edinburgh, Speci-

- mens of the Trial Pieces ufed by the faid Company, or their Wardens and
- Afflayers;in trying and touching the Wrought Plate brought to the faid

Fees of the
Malfter or his
Deputy on
the yearly
T rials.

Company to be by them aflayed, fo that the Purity of the Trial Pieces

ufed by the faid Company may-be atall Times known, and fubjet-to the

Fxamination of the faid Mafter and his Deputy. - . |

- XXV. And be it further enaéted, That the faid Co}npany {hall, before
the -Aflay of their Diet, yearly -and every Year pay to the Maifter of His
Méjefty’s-Mint for Scotland, or his Deputy, for the Ufe of his Deputy, fuch
and the like Fees, Dues; or Recompences as are for the Time paid by the
Workérsiof Gold and Silver Plate in Edinburgh. ' I

¥ | ' oL

XXV And
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- XXVI: And be it further ena&ed, That it hall and may be lawful to and Bye-laws may
for the faid Company, or the major Part of them, and they are hereby P¢ made.
authorized and empowered, from Time to Time, to make Bye Laws, Rules,
and Orders for the well Government and Management of their Offices, and
for fixing the Salaries -and Rewards of the re{pettive Officers, and for
fixing the Time and Manner for receiving: in..and delivering out Plate
brought to be aflayed, and for every other Purpofe relative to the Conduét
or Management of fuch Office, and to enforce Obfervance thereof by
the Impofition and Exation of Penalties not exceeding Five Pounds for " .
~ each Offence, from any. Perfon or Perfons ating in Oppofition to fuch =
Bye Laws, Rules, and Orders: Provided always, that fuch Bye Laws, = - -,
Rules, and Orders do not in any refpet contradict or be inconfiftent
with..this A&, .or the Laws of -that Part of the United Kingdom called
Scotland, and affeét only the Members, Officers, Servants, and others
belongmg to the faid Company -

X XVII.- And be 1t further ena&ed That each of the Wardens of the {aid

Company fhall,. after his Ele&lon,‘ and before he takes upon him the
Execution of the faid Office, take and fubfcribe the following Oath :

I A. B. do wear, That Iwill, fo long asI continue a Warden; well and Oath of the
falthfully behave myfelf in the faid Office; and that I will not Wardens.

< difcover, by Defcription in Words or otherwile, to any Peifon or Perfons

¢ whatloever, any Pattern, Deﬁgn, or Invention of any Piece of Gold or

¢ Silver Plate, brought or to be brought to the faid Office to be affayed, or

« wittingly or wﬂhngly permit the fame to be viewed or feen by any Perfon

¢ whomloever, but the Perfons neceﬂ’anly employed or to -be employed

¢ in the Aﬁ"ay Oﬁ‘ice ;. and that I will irall Things conform to thé ‘Rules

« laid. down'in an A& of Parliament pafled in the Fifty-ninth Year of |

¢« the Reign of ng George the Third, intituled [here infert the Title of -« ' -

¢ this ACL] So help me GOD ’

“Which Oath the Lord Provoft of the Clty of ka:ga‘w, or 1n his Abfence,
the Senior Magiftrate for the Time, is hereby requir ed and empowered to
*admlmﬁer to fuch Wardens

XKVIII ‘And be it further enalted, That 1f any Perfon or Perfons Matter of the
fhall at any Time ' hereafter recover Judgment in any Court againit Mint in Scot-
any Aflay Maiter of the Company aforefaid, for any Penalty impofed land may
on him by this At for Neglett or Fraud in the Execution of his Office, "fﬂgn over
and [uch Penalty, together with' the Cofts -adjudged, fhall not be paid Banadf; ;er‘_
within the Time preferibed by that Court, wherein fuch Judgment fons recover-
{hall be obtained, that then and in fuch Cafe it thall and may be lawful g Judge- .
to and for the Mafter of His Majefty’s Mint in Scotland for the Time being, 77" agdinft
and he is hereby authorized and direéted, to affign over to fuch Perfon or “ 7
Perfons fo recovering fuch Judgment the faid Bond or Obligation fo -~ "
direfted to be entered into by the {aid Affayer and his Sureties to the
Mafter of His Majefty’s Mint as aforefaid,"in order to enable fuch Perfon
or Perfons to bring one or more Aéion or Aftions thereon againit -fuch
Affayer and his Sureties or either of them, or the Heirs, Executors,
or Adminiftrators of them or.either of them, for the Recovery of fuch
Penalty fo recovered againft the Aflayer, together with the Coits ad-
judged ; and the Affignee to the faid Bond as aforefaid fhall be entitled
to proceed thereon, and on the Affignation thereof, . by fummary Diligence

againft the faid Affayer and other Obligants therein.

 XXIX. Provided
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. XXIX, P{‘ovid_ed always neverthelefs, and be it further enafted, That if
in any Action to be brought on the faild Bond as laft aforefaid the
Plaintiff be nonfuited, .that then .the Cofts of Nonfuit fhall be paid by

the Plaintiff or Aflignee of faid Bond, and that the Mafter of His Majefty’s

Mint be wholly exonerated from all Expences to” be incurred in any
Diligence raifed upon the faid Bond to be afligned by him as aforefaid,

any Law, Ufage, or Statute to the contrary in anywife notwithftanding.

XXX. And be it further ena&ed, That in all Cafes where any Fines or
Penalties not exceeding Ten Pounds are impofed by this A&, the Pro-
fecution for the.Offence for the Commiflion whereof fuch Fines or
Penalties are fought to be recovered fhall be by fummary Complaint
before any One or more Juftice or Juftices of the Peace of the County in
which fuch Offence thall occur; and fuch Jultice or Juftices fhall and
may grant fummary Warrant for fummoning Evidence, and thereupon
proceed againft the Party or Parties in a fummary Way; and upon Con-
vition by the Confeflion of the Offender, or on the Oath of One or
more credible Witnefs or Witnefles, or other Evidence competent by the
Law of Scotland, if the Penalty be not inftantly paid, the Goods and
Effe&@s of the Offender or Offenders may be diftrained and fold by the |
Warrant of fuch Juftice or Juftices 3 and in cafe there fhall not be found
fufficient Effets, the Offender or Offenders may be committed to any
Gaol within the Jurifdi&ion of fuch Juftice or Juftices until the Expiration
of Two Calendar Months from the Period of Commitment: Provided
always, that in cafe of diftraining as aforefaid, the Overplus, after Pay-
ment of the Penalty, and all Charges and Expences, fhall be returned to
the Owner ; and the Penalties to be {o recovered fhall be applied in the
fame Way as Plate forfeited for not being properly marked is by this A&
directed to be applied ; and if any Perfon or Perfons fhall think himfelf
or themfelves aggrieved by the Judgment of any fuch Juftice or Juftices,
he or they fhall or may, upon giving Security to make good fuch Sentence

and to pay fuch Cofts as may be ordered in cafe fuch Judgment fhall be

affirmed, appeal to the Juftices of the Peace at the next General Quarter
Seffions for the County in which fuch Judgment fhall be given; and m
cafe the Judgment fhall be affirmed it fhall be lawful for {fuch Juftices to

- - ‘order the Appellant to pay the Cofts of fuch Appeal, and the Determina-

" cation or Reduction.
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uph

tion of fuch Juftices fhall be final, and not liable.to Sufpenfion, Advo-

XX XI. And be it further éna&edl, Th'a't'ev'ery Adtion or Suit to be brought
or profecuted under this A&, other than Acttions tfor or on account of
Penalties not exceeding Ten Pounds, fhall be brought in His Majefty’s

Court of Exchequer in Scotland.

XXXIL And be it further enated, That this A& fhall be deemed and taken |
to be aPublic A&, and fhall be judicially taken-Notice of as fuch by all -
Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons what{oever, without fpecially pleading

the fame.
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