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CHAPTER IlIxxiv.

An Act to make further provision for the main- A.D.1927.
tenance of the Royal Albert Hall to provide —
for a rate on seats therein and for other purposes.

[29th July 1927.]

‘ HEREAS by Royal Charter under the Great Seal
of the United Kingdom dated the eighth day of
April in the thirtieth year of the reign of Her most
gracious Majesty Queen Victoria the Corporation of the
Hall of Arts and Sciences (hereinafter called ‘“ the Cor-

v poration ') was incorporated for the purpose of building
and maintaining a hall and buildings connected there-
with on the estate of Her Majesty’s Commissioners for
the KExhibition of one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-one at South Kensington and of appropriating the
hall to purposes connected with science and art as therein
mentioned and the Corporation accordingly built the
Royal Albert Hall (in this Act called ** the hall ”’) which
was .opened on the twenty-ninth day of March one
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one and has ever
since been used for the purposes authorised by the said
Charter and by a supplemental Charter dated the twenty-

fifth-day of October in the fifty-first year of the reign of
Her said most gracious Majesty :

And whereas the members of the Corporation are
registered holders of seats or of boxes containing a certain

- number of seats in the hall which have been allotted to
them in proportion to the amount of their subscriptions
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to the bulldmg of the hall or have been Subsequentlyf
purchased by or have otherwise become vested in them -

‘And whereas the management and maintenance of
the hall is vested in a- council consisting of a president
and eighteen  ordinary members who: are empowered -
amongst other- things to sell or let the boxes or seats
which_ remain at the disposal of the Corporation either

~for the full remainder of the period of nine hundred and

ninety-nine years from: the twenty-fifth. day of March
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven for which

the hall is held by the Corporation or for any less period
on such terms as they think fit :

And whereas by the Royal Albert Hall Act 1876
(hereinafter called ‘“the Act of 1876 ) the Corporation
were empowered to rate the members in every year at
such sum (in the said Act called *¢ the seat rate’) not

exceeding two pounds for every seat as the members

present at a general meeting called for that purpose
some time in the month of February in each year should

determme o

And whereas. the funds which the council have at
their dlsposa,l for mamt&mmg repairing and furnishing
the hall and supporting an adequate staff of officers and
servants are derived chiefly from their receipts for letting
the use. of the hall upon particular occasions and from
concerts .and other entertainments together with such
seat rate ag aforesaid and are by reason of ‘increased

cost of such maintenance repair furmshulg and support

msufﬁclent for those purposes :
And Where&s by the London (‘ounty Counoﬂ (Parks

- &c.) Act 1915 the hall was made subject to certain

provisions (from which .it -had previously been exempt)
of the Metropolis BT&nagomcnt and Building Acts Amend-
ment Act 1878 and of the Metropolitan Board of Works
(Various Powers) Act- 1882 relating to-means of escape
in case -of fire and safety of persons resorting thereto as if
the hall were a house or place of pubhc resort to whlch those

Acts or either of them applied :

And whereas the Liondon County Council acting in
pursuance .of. the said provisions or some of them have
made requirements thereunder on the Corporation which

involve the - expendlture of 1arge sums of money on
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And whereas the Corporation have no funds at

their disposal to enable them to comply with such
requu'ements

And whereas it is expedwnt that provision should
be made to enable the Cmporatmn to meet the said
requirements and that better provision should be made
to enable the Corporation to maintain and carry on the
hall and to extend the objects to which the hall may be
appropriated and that such other provision should be
made as 1s in this Act contained :

And whereas the purposes of this Act cannot be
¢ffected without the authority of Parliament :

May it therefore please Your Majesty that. it may
be enacted and be it enacted by the King’s most
Excellent Majesty by and with the advice and consent
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in
this present Parliament assembled and by the authorlty
of the same as follows (that i1s to say) :(—

1. This Act may be cited as the Royal Albert Hall
Act 1927 and the Royal Albert Hall Act 1876 and this
Act may be cited together as the Royal Albert Hall Acts
1876 and 1927. |

2. In this Act the following words and expressions
shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them respect-
ively unless there be something in the subject or context
repugnant to such construction (that is to say) :—

“The Charter ” means the Royal Charter of the
Corporation of the eighth day of April one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven ;

““ The supplemental Charter > means the supple-
mental Charter of the Corporation dated the
twenty-fitth day of October one thousand cight
hundred and elghty seven ;

“The Corporation ” means the Corporation of the
Hall of Arts and Sciences

“The council ” means the council of the Corpora-
tion;

“The Acb of 1876 " means the Roy&l Albert Ha,ll
Act 1876;

“ The trustees ”’ means the trustees a,ppomted under
the Act of 1876 as existing from time. to time;
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- ADi1927, . £ Seat ”’ means a perm&nent seat i in the hall -with a

- R - registered owner -whethier such' seat ‘be in the

- amphitheatre or form one of eeveral eeate m a
e prwate box; - ' o

L Seat rate *’ means and 1ncludes any ra,te in respeet -
© .- i of a seat to which a member shall at any. time.
. .. become liable under this Act or nnder the Aet .
e o of 1876 as'amended by this Act;: ... -
B "-:g“ Meéember ”. means  a member of the Corpora,twn
S Whether a body corporate. or an individual and
IR and in the case of several persons jointly en-

titled to the same seat means all such persons
eollectlvely ;

Sl Reglstered holder means any person a,ppea,rmg in

the- register "of seatholdere kepb by the COr-T.
pora,tlon ;

= « The endowment fund > and d the endowment fund'_:

' account > mean the endowment fund and.the

o | - endowment fund account prowded for by the
el Aet of 187675 SR | o "
e The special maintenance account” means. the'_

SPBCI&I maintenance account prowded for by' |
the Act of 1876. - - *

F

Rateon ' = ( 1) Sub]eet to. the provmone of this Act every:
seats. ' member for the time being is hereby charged with and
-- made liable for the payment to the: Corporation . for a
period of six’years from the first day of January one

thousand nine hundred and twenty-eeven of a seat rate

~ of three pounde in each:such year in respect of each seat .

of which he is the reglstered holder and section 4 (Annual

meeting to- be held for fixing the amount to be paid by

~-the members for maintenance of-the ‘hall and carrying

" out the purposes.of the Charter) of the Act of 1876 ehell

during the said perlod cease to-have effect.

- +(2) After the expiration .of the said. penod of six
yea,re the provisions of section 4 (Annuel meeting to be
held for fixing the amount to be paid by the members for

- 'maintenanceé of the hall and carrying out the purposes of
the Charter) of the Act of 1876 shall be réad and have
effect ag if ““ three: pounds . had been’ inserted’ therein. -
- in lieu of * two pounds ** and sectiori 5 (As to votes of
'-membere for ‘certain purposes) . and section ;13 (Annual
- sums to be. - ca,med eeparate aeeount and paad to
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trustees) of the Act of 1876 shall extend and apply A.D.1927.

accordingly. | |
' (3) The provisions of section 11 (Power to com-
pound for seat rate) of the Act of 1876 shall be read and

have effect as if wherever ‘* fifty pounds » occurs therein
‘““ geventy-five pounds ° had been inserted therein.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the Charter the
Corporation shall atter the expiration of the said period
of six years pay out of any moneys which at the date of
such expiration shall stand to the credit of or shall be
in the hands of the Corporation to the holders of seats
whose names appear at the expiration of the said period
on the register of seatholders kept by the Corporation
rateably in proportion to the amounts of seat rates paid
in respect of such seats during such six years a sum
" equal to sixty-five per centum of the amount which if the
members had been entitled to profits would have been
divisible among the members as profits (which amount
18 In this section referred to as “‘ profits ’’) in respect of
such period of six years Provided that— '

(1) the sum to be paid to any member by the

- Corporation under the provisions of this sub-

- section shall not exceed the sum of one pound

for each year in.such period of six years for

each seat in respect of which such member is
registered as aforesaid;

(1) no sum shall be payable thereunder to holders '

of seats in respect of which a composition has
previously to the first day of January one
thousand nine hundred and twenty-six been
paid under the provisions of section 11 (Power
to compound for seat rate) of the Act of 1876 ;
(1) 1f any sum paid under the foregoing provisions
- of this subsection shall not amount to one
pound for each year in the said period of six
years for each seat in respect of which such
- payment 18 to be made the Corporation shall
after the expiration of the year next following
the said period apply as aforesaid out of any
moneys which at the expiration of such following
year shall stand to the credit of or shall be in
the hands of the Corporation a sum up to but
not exceeding sixty-five per centum of the
profits- in respect of. such following year in or

b
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towards paying rateably as aforesald to the

holders of each seat whose names appear on the

- said register at the expiration of such following

_ ~ year any.amount by which the sum paid under
. the said foregoing provisions shall have fallen
-short of one pound for each year in the said

period of six years for each such seat. '

(5) The Corpora,tlon shall obtain from the audltors
of the Corporation a. certificate of the amount of the
profits and such certificate shall be final and eoncluswe
- tor the purposes of this section.

(6) If in any year any member refuses or for one
month after demand made by the council for payment
thereof neglects to pay the seat rate in respect of any
seat of which he is the registered holder the council:
~ may let such seat until the full amount of the seat rate

for which such member is liable be paid and in. the
meantime such member shall not be entitled to use his
seat :

Provided always tha,t when and so soon as the
- council shall have received the full amount for which
Sueh member is liable they shall forthwith give notice .
in writing to him that they have received such amount
and that he is again entitled to the use of his seat.

4. Tf at the explretlen of any year the seat rate
payable by ainy member for that year be not fully paid
either by. the member or by sums received by the
council from the letting of the seat of such member the
amount of such seat rate or so much thereof as shall then
beé due shall be recoverable in any court of competent
]urlsdlctlon | -

B.—(1) All sums received by way of seat rate shall
be paid by the treasurer or collector of the Corporation
to such bank as the trustees from time to time direct
to the credit. of the account of the trusteee with such

bank.

(2) The trustees shall in each yeer durmg the said
period of :six years from the first- day of January one
thousand’ nine” huridred and twenty-seven apply out of
the sums so received as aforesaid a sum. equal to two
 pounds in: fespect of each seat in respect of which seat
- rate-has been’ paid in that year: in and: towards meeting

6
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the cost- of complying with any requirements in relation
to the hall made by any public body in pursuance of any
statutory authority in that behalt or any extraordinary
or other capital expenditure in relation to the hall and
may if they think fit accumulate any sums so applicable
as aforesaid in or towards the formation of a capital fund
for meeting any such cost or expenditure and the trustees
may accumulate in augmentation of such tund any of the
income produced by such fund and may apply towards
such purposes or any of them any moneys forming the
“said fund or any of the income produced by the fund.

(3) Any moneys forming any part of such fund or

which would under the foregoing provisions of this
section be applicable to such fund and any of the income
produced by such fund so far as the same shall not be
required for any of the aforesaid purposes and the balance
of any sums received- in respect of seat rate for any year
which remains after setting aside the sum so to be set
aside to such fund as aforesaid shall be carried to the
credit of and deemed to form part of the special
maintenance account. |

6.—(1) The trustees shall out of the interest

dividends and annual income derived from the endow-
ment fund so far as the same shall be sufficient for the
purposes mentioned in this section pay to the credit of
their account at their bankers for each seat in respect
of which & composition shall have been paid before the
first day of January one thousand nine hundred and
twenty-six under the provisions of section 11 (Power to
compound for seat rate) of the Act of 1876—

(¢) in each year during the period of six years from
the first day of January one thousand nine
hundred and twenty-seven the sum of two
pounds for each such seat;

(b) in each year after the expiration of such six years

A.D: 1927.

Payments
from endow
ment fund.

such sum for each such seat (up to but not

exceeding two pounds) as shall have been
charged on each seat at the meeting held for
that purpose in such year as provided by the
Act of 1876 as amended by this Act;

and the amount of the sums so pa,ici by the trustees as
aforesaid shall be placed to the credit of the Corporation
in the special maintenance account.

1
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(2) The trustees shall ; so far as aforesa,ld durmg the

,'S&Id perlod of -six years in each year: after -the’ year in
:’ - ‘which d-¢omposition shall have been paid in respect of

any seat -under the provisions of section 11 (Power to
compound for seat rate) of the Act of 1876 as amended

by this Act apply a sum of two pounds in respect of each

such seat to the purposes referred to in the section of
this Act Of ‘which the marginal note is “ Application of
seat rate”’ and shall so far as aforesaid in each such year

during the said period pay the sum of one pound and in ~

each year after the expiration of such period the amount

- of the seat rate for that year in respect of each such seat
to the credit-of the s];)ecml mamtenanee account.

-~ (3) Any surplus mcome of the endowment “fund
remaining’ in-any year after makmg the payments in
this section before referred to shall be invested by the

trustees in augmentatmn of the capital of the endowment .
fund - | -

'7 All moneys WhICh are by thls Aet to be pcud or

mOHBYS-P&Id carried to the credit of or deemed to form part of i-the

. to special

mmnten-
ance: ac-
couﬂt

. Application

of sections

.. of Act of

- 1876

special maintenance account shall be applicable for the
same purposes in every respect as those to which moneys
standing to the credit of the Corporation in the special

maintenance account are applicable under or by virtue
of the Act of 1876. ~

- 8. 'The provisions of the follm'mng sections ‘of - the_
Act of 1876 shall extend and apply for the purposes of;
this Act (that is to s&y) |

Seotlon 6 K C‘harge upon members for two pounds
| “per-annum in respect of each seat

held by them) ;

Section 8 | (Récovery of seat rate when ownershlp
. .of seat is doubtful);

' ; S‘eotibﬁ;_-',g ) | (When seat belongs to ]omt members);
~ Section 10 E(Corporatlon may refuse to register

~ transfer of seat when seat rate in
. arrear);

~ Section 12 *"(Recmpts) o N
‘Section 19 (Extending provisions of Charter as, to .

-~ .. accounts and auditors); . ' ..
- Section 20 (For mdem.mty of trustees), e

c8 o
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and for the purpose of such application the said sections
shall be read and construed as if any seat rate authorised
by this Act or by the Act of 1876 as amended by this Act
were the seat rate referred to in those sections respectively.

9. The Corporation may borrow on mortgage of the
seat rate and other the income revenues and property ot
the Corporation provided that no greater principal sum
than one hundred thousand pounds shall be owing by the
Corporation on mortgage at any one time.

10. Every mortgage on the security of the seat rate
or income revenues or other property oi the Corporation
shall be under the common seal of the Corporation and
may be according to the form set out in Part 1 of the
schedule to this Act or to the like eflect.

11. A person lending money to the Corporation
shall not be bound to inquire whether the money 1s
wanted or more than is wanted is raised or as to the
observance by the Corporation of any of the provisions
of this Act or be bound to see to the application or be
answerable for any loss misapplication or non-application
of the money lent or of any part thereof.

~12. The Corporation shall not be bound to see to
the execution of any trusts whether express or implied
or constructive to which any loan or security for a loan
given by them under the authority of this Act may be
subject but the receipt of the person in whose name any
loan or security for loan stands shall from time ‘to time
be a sufficient discharge to the Corporation in respect
thereof notwithstanding any trusts to which such loan
or security may be subject and whether or mnot the
Corporation have had express or implied notice of any
such trust or of any charge or incumbrance upon or
transfer of such loan or security or any part thereotf or
interest thereon and the Corporation shall not be bound
t0 see to the application of the money paid on any such
receipt or be answerable or accountable for any loss
misapplication or non-application of any such money.

13.—(1) Any mortgagee of the Corporation may
enforce the payment of arrears of interest or principal
or principal and interest due on his mortgage by the
‘appointment of a receiver In order to .authorise the
appointment of a receiver in respect of arrears of principal

B 9
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..__-.the amount owmg to the mortgagees by whom thef‘*’_{
.. application for a receiver is made shall not be less tha,n' L
oooone thousand: pounds;-in the whole.

(2 The a,pphoa,tmn for the a,pp()}ntment of 2 recéwer

‘I J-sha,ll be made to the High Court.

‘14, Any person entitled to any mortgage made by

,_;the Corporation under this. Act may transfer his right
sand interest therein to any other pérson and every such
“transfer shall be by deed: duly stamped wherein the-

. consideration shall ‘be truly stated and every such

o -Fund for re-
. payment of

borrowed

- moneys

. transfer may be according to the form in Part IT of the

schedule to this Act or to the hke ‘effect.

15, - In order to dlschaa"ge any prmclpa,l moneys
borrowed under the powers of this Act the Corporation .

';_ShaJll in every year in which any such prmolpal moneys -
.+ -shall remain outstanding approprla,te and set apart out
-o.of the seat .rate or- ‘other income or revenues of the
- Corporation such a sum as the council may in such year

. determine-not being less in any year than one-thirtieth

part of such principal moneys as may "be outstanding

and’ the Corporation shall in each such year pay over to

‘the: trustees the sum so appropriated and set apart.

(2) All moneys so appropriated and set apart and

any income resulting therefrom shall be applied by the
. trustees in or towards the fmmatlon of a sinking fund
'Ifor paying off such plmmpal moneys.

(3) The trustees shall invest all . oneyé fofmmg

_any part of any such Sml(mg fund and any income

resulting therefrom in their names in-‘some -one or more

" of the securities mentioneéd in section 16 (Composition to

e carried to sepa,ra,te account and invested by trustees)
of the Act of 1876. - *

' (4); The- prowsmns of sectlon 17 (Power to change

s iseeurltles) of the Act of 1876 shall a,pply to.any securities *
~in’ which moneys forming such: smkmg fund are invested
3 &s ]i they were 560111'113168 1eferled to in that sec:tlon. |

16. N OtW1thstand1ng a,nythmg in the Ch&rter or-in

-a.rtlcle 9 of the supplemental Charter the hall may be
o =&ppmprmted to the purposes of and used for thea,tmca,l o
© entertainments and. operatic performanoes Do .

. Provided that nothmg in’ this 5eot10n shall affect the-* -

e pemtlon of- the Thea,tres Act 1843

]0




[17 & 18 GEo. 5.] Roya___l Albert Hall (Ch. 1xxivV.]

Act; 1927,

17. On any occasion (other than any occasion on
which members may be excluded from the hall under
the provisions of the section of this Act ot which the
marginal note is *° As to occasions on which members may
be excluded from the hall ”’) on which the hall shall be
appropriated to or used for any purpose for which it
is necessary or convenient to erect a floor over the
amphitheatre stalls therein a floor may be erected
thereover and the holders of such amphitheatre stalls
shall and that notwithstanding any provisions of the
Charter for any occasion on which a floor shall be so
erected not be entitled to the use of such stalls but on
each such occasion the holder of any such stall shall be
entitled to free admission to the hall and to all rights and
privileges (other than the use of his stall) to which he
would have been entitled as such holder but for the

AD. 1927,
AS t0 am-
phitheatre
stalls on
certain
OCCasions.

provisions of this section Provided that on no occasion - - -

shall such floor remain over the amphitheatre stalls tor
a longer period than six weeks unless with the consent
in writing of the holders of a majority of such stalls.:;

18. Notwithstanding anything contained in article
11 of the supplemental Charter the occasions on which
the Corporation in general meeting may -under the
provisions of that article by resolution empower the
council to exclude the members from the hall shall include
occasions on which the hall is used for balls for the
purposes of which a floor is erected over the amphitheatre
stalls or other entertainments (not being (@) balls for the
purposes of which a floor is not so erected as aforesaid or
(b) boxing entertainments) whether the general public
can or cannot obtain admission to such balls or entertain-
ments by payment of money. .

19. The Corporation shall not let the use of the main
hall for any continuous period exceeding one year.

As to occa-
slons on
which mem-
bers may be
excluded
from the
hall.

Limiting period
of letting use of
main hall.

20. The following sections of the Act of 1876 are Repeals.

hereby repealed :—

Section 7 (Amount due at the end of the year to
be recovered by action); |

Section 18 (Income of endowment fund account
to be carried to special main-
- tenance account). |

C 11
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- 21 NotW1thsta,nd1ng a,nythmg conta,med m the )
Aot of 1876 or in this Act—- |

(@) no seat rate shall be cha,rgeable for any seat in
- respect of which a composition was made before
the first day of January one thousand nine
hundred and twenty-six under the provisions of

section 11 (Power to compound for seat rate)
of the Act of 1876; -

(b) in any case 1n which a composition is after the
passing of this Act made under the provisions
~of the said section 11 as amended by this Act
no seat rate shall be chargeable for any seat in
respect of which such compomtmn 1S made for

any year after the year in which the composition
18 made.

22. All costs charges and expenses of and incident
to the prepa,ring for obtaining and passing of this Act
or otherwise in relation thereto Shall be pald bv the
Corporation. | -

o

The SCHEDULE referred to in the
foregoing Act.

Part 1.

Fdﬁw OF .MORTGAGE

By virtue of the Royal Albert Hall Act 1927 the Corporation

of the Hall of Arts and Sciences in consideration of the sum of
paid to the treasurer of the said Corporation by

of do grant and assign

unto the said . his executors administrators and
assigns the seat rate pay&ble by virtue of the said Act and all other
the income revenues and property of the Corporation To hold to

the said - his exécutors administrators and
- assigns from this day untﬂ the said sum of
with interest at per centum per annum for the same
shall be fully paid and sa,tlsﬁed the principal sum to be repaid
at the end of years from the date hereof.
Given under our corporate seal this day of

one thousand nine hundred and twenty-

12
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Part 1.

ForM OF TRANSFER OF MORTGAGE.

1 of

in consideration of the sum of - paid to me by
do hereby transfer to

the said _ his executors administrators and

assigns a mortgage made by the Corporation of the Hall of Arts

and Sciences to | bearing date the

day of for securing the sum

of and interest and all my

right estate and interest in and to the money thereby secured and

in and to the seat rate income revenues and property of the
Corporation thereby assigned.

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and seal this
day of one thousand nine hundred and

AT—

Printed by EYRE and SPOoTTISWOODE, LTD,,
FOR
Wirriam Ricmarp CooLing, Esq., C.B., C.V.0., C.B.E., the King’s Printer of
Acts of Parliament.

To be purchased directly from H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses :
Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2; 120, George Street, Edinburgh:
York Street, Manchestar; 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff;

15, Donegall Square West, Belfast;
or through any Bookseller.

A.D. 1927.
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