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Scrap Metal Dealers Act 1964

1964 CHAPTER 69

Rights of entry and inspection

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any constable shall have a right at all
reasonable times—

(a) to enter and inspect any place for the time being entered in a register under
section 1 of this Act as a place which is occupied by a scrap metal dealer as
a scrap metal store, or as a place which is occupied by a scrap metal dealer
wholly or partly for the purposes of his business;

(b) to require production of, and to inspect, any scrap metal kept at that place and
any book which the dealer is required by this Act to keep at that place, or, as
the case may be, any receipt which the dealer is required to keep as mentioned
in section 3(1)(b) of this Act, and to take copies of or extracts from any such
book or receipt.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, if any officer of a local authority duly
authorised in writing by the authority in that behalf has reasonable grounds for
believing that a place in the area of the authority is being used as a scrap metal store,
and that place is not for the time being entered in the register kept by the authority
under section 1 of this Act as a place which is occupied as a scrap metal store, the
officer shall have a right at any reasonable time, on producing (if required to do so)
evidence of his authority, to enter that place for the purpose of ascertaining whether
it is being used as a scrap metal store.

(3) If a justice of the peace is satisfied by information on oath that admission to a place
specified in the information is reasonably required in order to secure compliance with
the provisions of this Act, or to ascertain whether those provisions are being complied
with, he may by warrant under his hand authorise a person having a right of entry
to that place in accordance with the preceding provisions of this section to enter that
place at any time within one month from the date of the warrant, if need be by force.

(4) Except under the authority of a warrant granted under the last preceding subsection,
no person shall be entitled by virtue of this section to enter any place by force.

(5) Any person who obstructs the exercise of any right of entry or inspection conferred
by this section, or who fails to produce any book or other document which a person
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has a right to inspect thereunder, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding £20.



