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Compulsory Purchase Act 1965
1965 CHAPTER 56

PART I

COMPULSORY PURCHASE UNDER ACQUISITION OF LAND ACT OF 1946

Entry on the land

11 Powers of entry.

(1) If the acquiring authority have served notice to treat in respect of any of the land
and have served on the owner, lessee and occupier of that land [F1a notice of entry]
, the acquiring authority may enter on and take possession of that land, or of such
part of that land as is specified in the notice [F2, after the end of a period specified
in the notice] ; and then any compensation agreed or awarded for the land of which
possession is taken shall carry interest at the rate prescribed under section 32 of the
M1Land Compensation Act 1961 from the time of entry until the compensation is paid
or is paid into court in accordance with this Act.

Where under this subsection a notice is required to be served on an owner of land, and
the land is ecclesiastical property as defined in [F3section 12(3) of the Acquisition of
Land Act], a like notice shall be served on the [F4Diocesan Board of Finance for the
diocese in which the land is situated].

In this subsection “owner” has the meaning given by [F5section 7(1) of the Acquisition
of Land Act].

[F6(1A) A notice of entry under subsection (1) must specify the period after the end of which
the acquiring authority may enter on and take possession of the land to which the
notice relates.

(1B) The period specified in a notice of entry under subsection (1) must not end earlier than
the end of the period of 3 months beginning with the day on which the notice is served
unless it is a notice to which section 11A(4) or paragraph 13 of Schedule 2A applies.]
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[F7(1C) A notice of entry under subsection (1) must explain the effect of section 11B (counter-
notice requiring possession to be taken on specified date) and give an address at which
the acquiring authority may be served with a counter-notice.]

[F8(1D) An acquiring authority may extend the period specified in a notice of entry under
subsection (1) by agreement with each person on whom it was served.

(1E) A reference in this Act to the period specified in a notice of entry under subsection (1)
is to the period as extended by any agreement under subsection (1D).]

(2) F9...
F10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) For the purpose of [F11surveying, valuing or taking levels] of any of the land subject
to compulsory purchase, of probing or boring to ascertain the nature of the soil and of
setting out the line of the works, the acquiring authority, after giving not less than three
nor more than fourteen days’ notice to the owners or occupiers of that land, may enter
on that land, but the acquiring authority shall make compensation for any damage
thereby occasioned to the owners or occupiers of the land, and any question of disputed
compensation under this subsection shall be referred to the [F12Upper Tribunal].

(4) Except as provided by the foregoing provisions of this section, the acquiring authority
shall not, except with the consent of the owners and occupiers, enter on any of the
land subject to compulsory purchase until the compensation payable for the respective
interests in that land has been agreed or awarded, and has been paid to the persons
having those interests or has been paid into court in accordance with this Act.
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s. 11(3) restricted (14.3.2002) by S.I. 2002/412, art. 36, Sch.6, Pt. 1I para. 2(2)
C26 S. 11(3) powers excluded (1.2.2011) by The River Mersey (Mersey Gateway Bridge) Order 2011 (S.I.

2011/41), art. 1, Sch. 10 para. 54(1) (with art. 51, Sch. 10 paras. 68, 85)
S. 11(3) restricted (6.8.2014) by The Rampion Offshore Wind Farm Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1873), art.
1, Sch. 12 para. 4(1) (with arts. 12, 13, Pt. 2 para. 6, 3para. 5, 4para. 4, 5para. 4, Sch. 12 paras. 6(3),
19)
S. 11(3) excluded (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Utilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)
Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2384), art. 1, Sch. 16 Pt. 4 s. 1 para. 3, Sch. 16 Pt. 4 s. 2 para. 3, Sch. 16 Pt. 4 s.
3 para. 3, Sch. 16 Pt. 5 para. 4(1)

C27 S. 11(3) restricted (23.6.2015) by The Norfolk County Council (Norwich Northern Distributor Road
(A1067 to A47(T))) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1347), art. 1, Sch. 13 para. 4(1)

C28 S. 11(3) restricted (30.6.2015) by The Swansea Bay Tidal Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1386), art. 1, Sch. 8 para. 3(2) (with arts. 51, 53)

C29 S. 11(3) restricted (26.8.2015) by The Dogger Bank Teesside A and B Offshore Wind Farm
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1592), art. 1, Sch. 12 para. 4 (with arts. 40, 41)

C30 S. 11(3) excluded (7.9.2016) by The Hornsea Two Offshore Wind Farm Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/844),
art. 1(2), Sch. 12 para. 4(1) (with arts. 37, 38)

C31 S. 11(3) excluded (23.9.2016) by The M4 Motorway (Junctions 3 to 12) (Smart Motorway)
Development Consent Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/863), art. 1, Sch. 9 para. 23(1)

C32 S. 11(3) excluded (27.9.2016) by The Triton Knoll Electrical System Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/880), art.
1(2), Sch. 8 para. 4(1)(k) (with arts. 39, 40, Sch. 8 para. 19)

C33 S. 11(3) excluded (5.4.2017) by The Keuper Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2017 (S.I.
2017/433), art. 1, Sch. 9 para. 26(1)

C34 S. 11(3) restricted (5.9.2017) by The London Overground (Barking Riverside Extension) Order 2017
(S.I. 2017/830), art. 1, Sch. 8 para. 4(1) (with Sch. 8 para. 20)

C35 S. 11(3) restricted (2.1.2018) by The Boston Barrier Order 2017 (S.I. 2017/1329), art. 1, Sch. 7 para.
12(2) (with arts. 55-57, Sch. 8 para. 13)
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