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17 Commons Commissioners and assessors

(1) The Lord Chancellor shall—

(a) appoint to be Commons Commissioners such number of barristers or solicitors
of not less than seven years standing as he may determine; and

(b) draw up and from time to time revise a panel of assessors to assist
the Commons Commissioners in dealing with cases calling for special
knowledge;

and shall appoint one of the Commons Commissioners to be Chief Commons
Commissioner.

(2) Any matter referred under this Act to a Commons Commissioner shall be dealt with by
such one of the Commissioners as the Chief Commons Commissioner may determine,
and that Commissioner may sit with an assessor selected by the Chief Commons
Commissioner from the panel appointed under this section.

(3) If at any time the Chief Commons Commissioner is for any reason unable to act, the
Lord Chancellor may appoint another Commons Commissioner to act in his stead.

(4) A Commons Commissioner may order any party to any proceedings before him to pay
to any other party to the proceedings any costs incurred by that party in respect of the
proceedings; and any costs so awarded shall be taxed in the county court according
to such of the scales prescribed by county court rules for proceedings in the county
court as may be directed by the order, but subject to any modifications specified in
the direction, or, if the order gives no direction, by the county court, and shall be
recoverable in like manner as costs awarded in the county court.

(5) The Minister shall pay to the Commons Commissioners and assessors appointed
under this section such fees and such travelling and other allowances as the Minister
may, with the approval of the Treasury, determine, and shall provide the Commons
Commissioners with such services and facilities as appear to him required for the
discharge of their functions.



