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Firearms Act 1968
1968 CHAPTER 27

PART I E+W+S

PROVISIONS AS TO POSSESSION, HANDLING AND DISTRIBUTION OF WEAPONS AND
AMMUNITION; PREVENTION OF CRIME AND MEASURES TO PROTECT PUBLIC SAFETY

Special exemptions from sections 1 to 5

11 Sports, athletics and other approved activities. E+W+S

(1) A person carrying a firearm or ammunition belonging to another person holding a
certificate under this Act may, without himself holding such a certificate, have in his
possession that firearm or ammunition under instructions from, and for the use of, that
other person for sporting purposes only [F1; but where the person carrying the firearm
or ammunition is under the age of eighteen, this subsection applies only if the other
person is of or over the age of eighteen] .

(2) A person [F2of or over the age of eighteen] may, without holding a certificate, have
a firearm in his possession at an athletic meeting for the purpose of starting races at
that meeting.

F3(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(4) A person conducting or carrying on a miniature rifle range (whether for a rifle club or
otherwise) or shooting gallery at which no firearms are used other than air weapons
or miniature rifles not exceeding ·23 inch calibre may, without holding a certificate,
have in his possession, or purchase or acquire, such miniature rifles and ammunition
suitable therefor; and any person may, without holding a certificate, use any such rifle
and ammunition at such a range or gallery.

F4(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) A person may, without holding a shot gun certificate, use a shot gun at a time and
place approved for shooting at artificial targets by the chief officer of police for the
area in which that place is situated.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 11(1) inserted (28.7.2010) by Firearms (Amendment) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/1759),

regs. 1(2), 2(2)(a)
F2 Words in s. 11(2) inserted (28.7.2010) by Firearms (Amendment) Regulations 2010 (S.I. 2010/1759),

regs. 1(2), 2(2)(b)
F3 S. 11(3) repealed (1.4.1997) by 1996 c. 46, s. 35(2), Sch. 7 Pt. III; S.I. 1997/304, art. 2, Sch. 1
F4 S. 11(5) omitted (31.1.2017 for specified purposes, 2.5.2017 in so far as not already in force) by virtue

of Policing and Crime Act 2017 (c. 3), ss. 130(2)(a), 183(1)(5)(e); S.I. 2017/399, reg. 4(f)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759/regulation/2/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1759/regulation/2/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/section/35/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/schedule/7/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/304
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/304/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/304/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/3/section/130/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/3/section/183/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/3/section/183/5/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/399
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/399/regulation/4/f


Firearms Act 1968 (c. 27)
Document Generated: 2024-06-24

3

Changes to legislation: 
Firearms Act 1968, Section 11 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 24
June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have
been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amended by 1997 c. 5 s. 12(2) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S. 12 was repealed (17.12.1997) by 1997 c. 64, s. 2(7), Sch.; S.I.
1997/3114, art. 3, Sch. Pt. I)

– Blanket amendment words substituted by S.I. 2011/1043 art. 34
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