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Fishing Vessels (Safety
Provisions) Act 1970

1970 CHAPTER 27

An Act to make further provision for the safety of fishing vessels. [29th May 1970]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Power to modify Act conferred by Merchant Shipping Act 1979 (c. 39), s. 22(3)(a)
C2 Power to amend Act conferred by Merchant Shipping Act 1979 (c. 39, SIF 111), s. 41,43(4)
C3 Functions of Board of Trade now exercisable by Secretary of State: S.I. 1983/1127, art. 2(4)
C4 Act amended by S.I. 1983/708, regs. 1(3)(4)(b), 2
C5 Act modified by Merchant Shipping Act 1988 (c. 12, SIF 111), s. 47(2)(b), (with s. 58(4), Sch. 8 para.

1) and by S.I. 1989/1991, art. 10
C6 Act excluded by S.I. 1989/1991, arts. 11–14

Commencement Information
I1 Act not in force at Royal Assent see s. 11(4); Act wholly in force at 30. 4. 1975 see S.I. 1975/337.

1 Fishing vessel construction rules.

(1) The Board of Trade may make rules (in this Act referred to as “fishing vessel
construction rules”) prescribing requirements for the hull, equipment and machinery
of fishing vessels of any description registered in the United Kingdom (including any
description framed by reference to the areas in which the vessels operate or the dates on
which they were first registered in the United Kingdom or on which their construction
was begun).

(2) The Board of Trade may exempt any fishing vessel or description of fishing vessel
from any requirement of the fishing vessel construction rules, either generally or for a
specified time or with respect to a specified voyage or to voyages in a specified area,
and may do so subject to any specified conditions.

(3) A surveyor of ships may inspect any fishing vessel for the purpose of seeing that it
complies with the fishing vessel construction rules, . . . F1
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(4) If—
(a) the fishing vessel construction rules are contravened with respect to any

vessel; or
(b) a vessel is, under subsection (2) of this section, exempted from any

requirement subject to a condition and the condition is not complied with;
the owner or master of the vessel shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £400.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words repealed by Merchant Shipping Act 1979 (c. 39), Sch. 7 Pt. II

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 S. 1(4) amended by Merchant Shipping Act 1979 (c. 39, SIF 111), s. 43(2), Sch. 6 Pt. V and Criminal

Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 49(1)

2 Fishing vessel survey rules.

(1) The Board of Trade may make rules (in this Act referred to as “fishing vessel survey
rules”) for the surveying and periodical inspection of fishing vessels registered in
the United Kingdom, or any description of such fishing vessels, for the purposes of
ensuring their compliance with the requirements of the fishing vessel construction
rules, the rules for life-saving appliances, the radio rules, the rules for direction-finders
and the rules for radio navigational aids applicable to them.

F2(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Subordinate Legislation Made
P1 S. 2: for previous exercises of this power see Index to Government Orders.
P2 S. 2(1): s. 2(1) power exercised by S.I. 1991/1342.

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 2(2) repealed (1.6.1995) by S.I. 1995/1210, reg. 1(4)(f)

3 Fishing vessel certificates.

(1) If the Board of Trade or any person authorised by them for the purpose are satisfied,
on receipt of a declaration of survey in respect of a fishing vessel surveyed under the
fishing vessel survey rules, that the vessel complies with such of the requirements of—

(a) the fishing vessel construction rules;
(b) the rules for life-saving appliances; [F3or]
(c) the radio rules, the rules for direction-finders and the rules for radio

navigational aids; [F4or]
[F4(d) sections 1 and 2 of the Safety at Sea Act 1986 (safety requirements for fishing

vessels)];
as are or will be applicable to the vessel, then, subject to subsection (2) of this section,
the Board or person shall, on the application of the owner, issue a certificate showing
that the vessel complies with those requirements; and for this purpose any requirement
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from which the vessel has been exempted under section 1(2) of this Act or any other
provision of the Merchant Shipping Acts shall be deemed not to be applicable to it.

(2) Fishing vessel survey rules may require, in the case of such certificate to be issued
under this section as may be specified in the rules, that the Board of Trade or person
authorised to issue it shall not issue the certificate unless satisfied that the vessel in
respect of which it is to be issued is provided with the lights, shapes and means of
making fog signals required by the collision regulations.

(3) A certificate issued under this section shall be in such form as may be prescribed by
the fishing vessel survey rules; and those rules may make provision for the duration,
extension or cancellation of any such certificate and for the endorsement on it of
information relating to the inspection, in accordance with the rules, of the vessel to
which it relates and of any extension of the period for which the certificate was issued.

(4) Sections 280 to 282 of the M1Merchant Shipping Act 1894 (delivery up and posting up
of certificates and penalty for forgery) shall apply in relation to any certificate provided
for by this section as they apply in relation to a passenger steamer’s certificate.

(5) Any certificate issued under this section shall be admissible in evidence.

Textual Amendments
F3 Word repealed (prosp.) by Safety at Sea Act 1986 (c. 23, SIF 111), ss. 5(2), 15(3)
F4 S. 3(1)(d) inserted (prosp.) by Safety at Sea Act 1986 (c. 23, SIF 111), ss. 5(2), 15(3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C8 S. 3(1) amended (prosp.) by Safety at Sea Act 1986 (c. 23, SIF 111), ss. 5(3), 15(3)
C9 S. 3(4) amended (1.5.1994) by 1993 c. 22, s. 8(3), Sch. 4 para. 16; S.I. 1993/3137, art. 3(2), Sch. 2.

Marginal Citations
M1 1894 c. 60.

4 Prohibition on going to sea without appropriate certificates.

(1) No fishing vessel required to be surveyed under the fishing vessel surveys rules shall
go to sea unless there are in force certificates issued under section 3 of this Act
showing that the vessel complies with such of the requirements of the fishing vessel
construction rules, the rules for life-saving appliances, the radio rules, the rules for
direction-finders and the rules for radio navigational aids as are applicable to the
vessel.

(2) If any fishing vessel goes to sea or attempts to go to sea in contravention of this section,
the owner or master of the vessel shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding £200.

(3) The master of any fishing vessel registered in the United Kingdom shall on demand
produce to any officer of customs or of the Board of Trade any certificate required by
this Act; and the fishing vessel may be detained until the certificate is so produced.

F5(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F5 S. 4(4) repealed (1.5.1994) by 1993 c. 22, s. 8(4), Sch. 5 Pt.II; S.I. 1993/3137, art. 3(2) Sch. 2.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C10 S. 4(2) amended by Merchant Shipping Act 1979 (c. 39), s. 43(2), Sch. 6 Pt. V and Criminal Justice

Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 49(1)

5 Notice of alterations.

(1) Where a certificate issued under section 3 of this Act is in force in respect of a fishing
vessel and—

(a) the certificate shows compliance with requirements of the fishing vessel
construction rules and an alteration is made in the vessel’s hull, equipment
or machinery which affects the efficiency thereof or the seaworthiness of the
vessel; or

(b) the certificate shows compliance with requirements of the rules for life-saving
appliances and an alteration is made affecting the efficiency or completeness
of the appliances or equipment which the vessel is required to carry by those
rules; or

(c) the certificate shows compliance with requirements of the rules mentioned in
section 3(1)(c) of this Act and an alteration is made affecting the efficiency or
completeness of the equipment which the vessel is required to carry by those
rules;

the owner or master shall, as soon as possible after the alteration is made, give written
notice containing full particulars of it to the Board of Trade or, if the certificate was
issued by another person, to that person; and if the notice is not given as required by
this section the owner or master shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding [F6level 3 on the standard scale].

(2) In this section “alteration” in relation to anything includes the renewal of any part of it.

Textual Amendments
F6 Words substituted by virtue of (E.W.) Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38, 46; (S.)

Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:1), ss. 289F, 289G aand (N.I.) S.I. 1984/703
(N.I. 3), arts. 5, 6

F76 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F7 S. 6 repealed (1.5.1994) by 1993 c. 22, s. 8(4), Sch. 5 Pt. II; S.I. 1993/3137, art. 3(2), Sch. 2.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/27/section/4/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22/section/8/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22/schedule/5/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/3137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/3137/article/3/2/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/27/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1979/39
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1979/39/section/43/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1979/39/schedule/6/part/V
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/49/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21/section/289F
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21/section/289G
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1984/703
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1984/703
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1984/703/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1984/703/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/27/section/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22/section/8/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1993/22/schedule/5/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/3137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/3137/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1993/3137/schedule/2


Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970 (c. 27)
Document Generated: 2024-05-22

5

Status: Point in time view as at 01/06/1995.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970. (See end of Document for details)

7 Regulations and rules.

(1) Any regulations or rules made under this Act shall be made by statutory instrument
which shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament.

(2) Before making any rules under this Act the Board of Trade shall consult with
organisations in the United Kingdom appearing to them representative of persons who
will be affected by the rules.

F88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F8 S. 8 repealed (1.5.1994) by 1993 c. 22, s. 8(4), Sch. 5 Pt. II; S.I. 1993/3137, art. 3(2), Sch. 2.

9 Interpretation.

(1) In this Act—
F9. . .
F9. . .
“fishing vessel construction rules” has the meaning assigned to it by section 1
of this Act;
“fishing vessel survey rules” has the meaning assigned to it by section 2 of this
Act;
F9. . .
F9. . .
F9. . .
F9. . .
“the Merchant Shipping Acts” means the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 1967,
the M2Merchant Shipping Act 1970 and this Act.

(2) References in this Act to any enactment are references thereto as amended by any
other enactment.

Textual Amendments
F9 Definitions in s. 9(1) repealed (1.5.1994) by 1993 c.22, s. 8(4), Sch. 5 Pt. II; S.I. 1993/3137, art. 3(2),

Sch. 2.

Marginal Citations
M2 1970 c. 36.

10 Expenses.

Any expenses incurred by the Board of Trade under this Act shall be defrayed out of
moneys provided by Parliament.
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11 Citation, construction, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Fishing Vessels (Safety Provisions) Act 1970.

(2) This Act, the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 1967 and the Merchant Shipping Act
1970 may be cited together as the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 1970.

(3) This Act shall be construed as one with the Merchant Shipping Acts 1894 to 1967 and
the Merchant Shipping Act 1970.

(4) This Act shall come into force on such day as the Board of Trade may by order made
by statutory instrument appoint, and different days may be so appointed for different
provisions and for different descriptions of fishing vessel.

(5) This Act extends to Northern Ireland.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C11 30.4.1975 appointed under s. 11(4) by S.I. 1975/337
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