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Law Reform (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1970

1970 CHAPTER 33

Legal consequences of termination of contract to marry

2 Property of engaged couples.

(1) Where an agreement to marry is terminated, any rule of law relating to the rights
of husbands and wives in relation to property in which either or both has or have
a beneficial interest, including any such rule as explained by section 37 of the
M1Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Act 1970, shall apply, in relation to any
property in which either or both of the parties to the agreement had a beneficial interest
while the agreement was in force, as it applies in relation to property in which a
husband or wife has a beneficial interest.

(2) Where an agreement to marry is terminated, section 17 of the M2Married Women’s
Property Act 1882 and section 7 of the M3Matrimonial Causes (Property and
Maintenance) Act 1958 (which sections confer power on a judge of the High Court
or [F1the family court] to settle disputes between husband and wife about property)
shall apply, as if the parties were married, to any dispute between, or claim by, one of
them in relation to property in which either or both had a beneficial interest while the
agreement was in force; but an application made by virtue of this section to the judge
under the said section 17, as originally enacted or as extended by the said section 7,
shall be made within three years of the termination of the agreement.
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