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Taxes Management Act 1970
1970 CHAPTER 9

PART III

OTHER RETURNS AND INFORMATION

Production of accounts, books and other information

[F119A Power to call for documents for purposes of certain enquiries.

[F2(1) This section applies where an officer of the Board gives notice of enquiry under
section 9A(1) or 12AC(1) of this Act to a person (“the taxpayer”).]

(2) For the purpose of [F3the enquiry], the officer may at the same or any subsequent time
by notice in writing require the taxpayer, within such time (which shall not be less
than 30 days) as may be specified in the notice—

(a) to produce to the officer such documents as are in the taxpayer’s possession
or power and as the officer may reasonably require for the purpose of
determining whether and, if so, the extent to which[F4—

(i) the return is incorrect or incomplete, or
(ii) in the case of an enquiry which is limited under section 9A(5) or

12AC(5) of this Act, the amendment to which the enquiry relates is
incorrect, and]

(b) to furnish the officer with such accounts or particulars as he may reasonably
require for that purpose.

[
F5(2A)

The officer of the Board may also (whether or not he imposes a requirement under
subsection (2) above), by a notice in writing, require the taxpayer, within such time
(which shall not be less than 30 days) as may be specified in the notice—

(a) to produce to the officer such documents as are in the taxpayer’s possession
or power and as the officer may reasonably require for the purpose of making
a determination for the purposes of section [F69D(1)(c) or 12AE(1)(c)] of this
Act, and
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(b) to furnish the officer with such accounts or particulars as he may reasonably
require for that purpose.]

(3) To comply with a notice under [F7subsection (2) or (2A)] above, copies of documents
may be produced instead of originals; but—

(a) the copies must be photographic or otherwise by way of facsimile; and
(b) if so required by a notice in writing given by the officer, in the case of any

document specified in the notice, the original must be produced for inspection
by him within such time (which shall not be less than 30 days) as may be
specified in the notice.

(4) The officer may take copies of, or make extracts from, any document produced to him
under [F8subsection (2), (2A) or] (3) above.

(5) A notice under [F9subsection (2) or (2A)] above does not oblige the taxpayer to produce
documents or furnish accounts or particulars relating to the conduct of[F10—

(i) any pending appeal by him, or
(ii) any pending referral to the Special Commissioners under section 28ZA of this

Act to which he is a party.]

(6) An appeal may be brought against any requirement imposed by a notice under
subsection (2) above to produce any document or to furnish any accounts or
particulars.

(7) An appeal under subsection (6) above must be brought within the period of 30 days
beginning with the date on which the notice under [F11subsection (2) or (2A)] above
is given.

(8) Subject to subsection (9) below, the provisions of this Act relating to appeals shall
have effect in relation to an appeal under subsection (6) above as they have effect in
relation to an appeal against an assessment to tax.

(9) On an appeal under subsection (6) above section 50(6) to (8) of this Act shall not apply
but the Commissioners may—

(a) if it appears to them that the production of the document or the furnishing of
the accounts or particulars was reasonably required by the officer of the Board
for the purpose mentioned in [F12subsection (2) or (2A)] above, confirm the
notice under that subsection so far as relating to the requirement; or

(b) if it does not so appear to them, set aside that notice so far as so relating.

(10) Where, on an appeal under subsection (6) above, the Commissioners confirm the
notice under [F13subsection (2) or (2A)] above so far as relating to any requirement,
the notice shall have effect in relation to that requirement as if it had specified 30 days
beginning with the determination of the appeal.

[F14(11) The determination of the Commissioners of an appeal under subsection (6) above
shall be final and conclusive (notwithstanding any provision having effect by virtue
of section 56B of this Act).]

(12) Where this section applies by virtue of a notice given under section 12AC(1) of
this Act, any reference in this section to the taxpayer includes a reference to any
predecessor or successor of his.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 19A inserted (with effect in accordance with s. 199(2)(3) of the amending Act) by Finance Act 1994

(c. 9), s. 187; S.I. 1998/3173, art. 2
F2 S. 19A(1) substituted (with effect in accordance with s. 88(3) of the amending Act) by Finance Act

2001 (c. 9), Sch. 29 para. 21(2)
F3 Words in s. 19A(2) substituted (with effect in accordance with s. 88(3) of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 2001 (c. 9), Sch. 29 para. 21(3)(a)
F4 Words in s. 19A(2)(a) substituted (with effect in accordance with s. 88(3) of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 2001 (c. 9), Sch. 29 para. 21(3)(b)
F5 S. 19A(2A) inserted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act) by Finance

Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(1)
F6 Words in s. 19A(2A)(a) substituted (with effect in accordance with s. 88(3) of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 2001 (c. 9), Sch. 29 para. 21(4)
F7 Words in s. 19A(3) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(2)
F8 Words in s. 19A(4) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(3)
F9 Words in s. 19A(5) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(2)
F10 Words in s. 19A(5) substituted (with effect in accordance with s. 88(3) of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 2001 (c. 9), Sch. 29 para. 21(5)
F11 Words in s. 19A(7) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(2)
F12 Words in s. 19A(9)(a) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act)

by Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(2)
F13 Words in s. 19A(10) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 19 para. 1 of the amending Act)

by Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 19 para. 3(2)
F14 S. 19A(11) substituted (with effect in accordance with Sch. 22 para. 12 of the amending Act) by

Finance Act 1996 (c. 8), Sch. 22 para. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 19A applied (E.W.) (1.4.2000) by Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) Regulations 2000 (S.I.

2000/944), regs. 1(1), 19(2)
C2 S. 19A applied (N.I.) (1.4.2000) by The Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) Regulations

(Northern Ireland) 2000 (S.R. 2000/121), regs. 1, 19(2)

[F1520 Power to call for documents of taxpayer and others.

(1) Subject to this section, an inspector may by notice in writing require [F16a person—
(a) to deliver to him such documents as are in the person’s possession or power

and as (in the inspector’s reasonable opinion) contain, or may contain,
information relevant to—

(i) any tax liability to which the person is or may be subject, or
(ii) to the amount of any such liability, or

(b) to furnish to him such particulars as the inspector may reasonably require as
being relevant to, or to the amount of, any such liability.]

(2) Subject to this section, the Board may by notice in writing require [F16a person—
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(a) to deliver, to a named officer of the Board such documents as are in the
person’s possession or power and as (in the Board’s reasonable opinion)
contain, or may contain, information relevant to—

(i) any tax liability to which the person is or may be subject, or
(ii) to the amount of such liability, or

(b) to furnish to a named officer of the Board such particulars as the Board may
reasonably require as being relevant to, or to the amount of, any such liability].

(3) Subject to this section, an inspector may, for the purpose of enquiring into the tax
liability of any person (“the taxpayer”), by notice in writing require any [F16other
person] to deliver to the inspector or, if the person to whom the notice is given so elects,
to make available for inspection by a named officer of the Board, such documents as
are in his possession or power and as (in the inspector’s reasonable opinion) contain,
or may contain, information relevant to any tax liability to which the taxpayer is or
may be, or may have been, subject, or to the amount of any such liability[F17; and
the persons who may be required to deliver or make available a document under this
subsection include the Director of Savings.]

F18(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F18(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) The persons who may be treated as “the taxpayer” [F19for the purposes of this section]
include a company which has ceased to exist and an individual who has died; F18...

(7) Notices under [F20subsection (1) or (3) above] are not to be given by an inspector unless
he is authorised by the Board for its purposes; and—

(a) a notice is not to be given by him except with the consent of a General or
Special Commissioner; and

(b) the Commissioner is to give his consent only on being satisfied that in all the
circumstances the inspector is justified in proceeding under this section.

F21(7A) A notice under subsection (2) above is not to be given unless the Board have reasonable
grounds for believing—

(a) that the person to whom it relates may have failed or may fail to comply with
any provision of the Taxes Acts; and

(b) that any such failure is likely to have led or to lead to serious prejudice to the
proper assessment or collection of tax.]

[
F22(7AB)

A Commissioner who has given his consent under subsection (7) above shall neither
take part in, nor be present at, any proceedings on, or related to, any appeal brought—

(a) in the case of a notice under subsection (1) above, by the person to whom the
notice applies, or

(b) in the case of a notice under subsection (3) above, by the taxpayer concerned,
if the Commissioner has reason to believe that any of the required information is likely
to be adduced in evidence in those proceedings.

(7AC) In subsection (7AB) above “required information” means any document or particulars
which were the subject of the proposed notice with respect to which the Commissioner
gave his consent.]

F19(8) Subject to subsection (8A) below, a notice under subsection (3) above shall name
the taxpayer with whose liability the inspector (or, where section 20B(3) applies, the
Board) is concerned .]
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F23(8A) If, on an application made by an inspector and authorised by order of the Board, a
Special Commissioner gives his consent, the inspector may give such a notice as is
mentioned in subsection (3) above by without naming the taxpayer to whom the notice
relates; but such a consent shall not be given unless the Special Commissioner is
satisfied—

(a) that the notice relates to a taxpayer whose identity is not known to the
inspector or to a class of taxpayers whose individual identities are not so
known;

(b) there are reasonable grounds for believing that the taxpayer or any of the class
of taxpayers to whom the notice relates may have failed or may fail to comply
with any provision of the Taxes Acts;

(c) that any such failure is likely to have led or to lead to serious prejudice to the
proper assessment or collection of tax; and

(d) that the information which is likely to be contained in the documents to which
the notice relates is not readily available from another source.

(8B) A person to whom there is given a notice under subsection (8A) above may, by notice
in writing given to the inspector within thirty days after the date of the notice under
that subsection object to that notice on the ground that it would be onerous for him to
comply with it; and if the matter is not resolved by agreement, it shall be referred to
the Special Commissioners, who may confirm, vary or cancel that notice .]

F24(8C) In this section references to documents do not include—
(a) personal records (as defined in section 12 of the Police and Criminal Evidence

Act 1984), or
(b) journalistic material (as defined in section 13 of that Act),

and references to particulars do not include particulars contained in such personal
records or journalistic material.

(8D) Subject to subsection (8C) above, references in this section to documents and
particulars are to those specified or described in the notice in question; and—

(a) the notice shall require documents to be delivered (or delivered or made
available), or particulars to be furnished, within such time (which, except in
the case of a notice under subsection (2) above, shall not be less than thirty
days after the date of the notice) as may be specified in the notice; and

(b) the person to whom they are delivered, made available or furnished may take
copies of them or of extracts from them.]

[
F25(8E)

An inspector who gives a notice under subsection (1) or (3) above shall also give to—
(a) the person to whom the notice applies (in the case of a notice under

subsection (1) above), or
(b) the taxpayer concerned (in the case of a notice under subsection (3) above),

a written summary of his reasons for applying for consent to the giving of the notice.

(8F) Subsection (8E) above does not apply, in the case of a notice under subsection (3)
above, if by virtue of section 20B(1B) a copy of that notice need not be given to the
taxpayer.

(8G) Subsection (8E) above does not require the disclosure of any information—
(a) which would, or might, identify any person who has provided the inspector

with any information which he took into account in deciding whether to apply
for consent; or
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(b) if the Commissioner giving the required consent has given a direction that that
information is not to be subject to the obligation imposed by that subsection.

(8H) A General or Special Commissioner shall not give a direction under subsection (8G)
above unless he is satisfied that the inspector has reasonable grounds for believing that
disclosure of the information in question would prejudice the assessment or collection
of tax.]

(9) To the extent specified in section 20B below, the above provisions are subject to the
restrictions of that section.]

Textual Amendments
F15 Ss 20, 20A, 20B, 20C, 20D substituted for s. 20 by Finance Act 1976 (c. 40), s. 57, Sch. 6.
F16 Finance Act 1989 s. 142(2)(3)(4)(a) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989
F17 Finance Act 1989 s. 142(4)(b) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989.
F18 Repealed by Finance Act 1989 s. 142(5)(6)(b)(10), 187, Sch. 17 Part VIII with respect to notices given

or warrants issued on or after 27 July 1989.
F19 Finance Act 1989 s. 142(6)(a), (7) with respect to notices given on or after 27July 1989.
F20 Finance Act 1988 s. 126(1)(2)(6) with respect to notices given on or after 29July 1988.
F21 Finance Act 1990 s. 93 with respect to notices given on or after 26 July 1990.
F22 S. 20(7AB)(7AC) inserted (3.5.1994) by Finance Act 1994 (c. 9), s. 255(2)
F23 Finance Act 1988 (c. 39) s. 126(3)(6) with respect to notices given after 29 July 1988.
F24 Finance Act 1989 s. 142(8), (10) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989.
F25 S. 20(8E)-(8H) inserted (3.5.1994) by Finance Act 1994 (c. 9), s. 255(3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 S. 20 applied (with modifications) (31.7.1997) by Finance (No. 2) Act 1997 (c. 58), Sch. 2 para.

13(1)(2)
C4 Ss. 20, 20B applied (with modifications) (E.W.) (1.4.2000) by Education (Student Loans) (Repayment)

Regulations 2000 (S.I. 2000/944), regs. 1(1), 44(1)(2)
C5 S. 20 applied (with modifications) (N.I.) (1.4.2000) by The Education (Student Loans) (Repayment)

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2000 (S.R. 2000/121), regs. 1, 44(1)
C6 S. 20 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2003) by Tax Credits Act 2002 (c. 21), s. 25(3)(4), 61; S.I.

2002/1727, art. 2
C7 S. 20 applied (with modifications) by Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act 1992

(c. 8), s. 104ZA (as substituted (6.4.2005) by National Insurance Contributions and Statutory
Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss. 8, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(b))

C8 S. 20 applied (with modifications) by 1992 c. 5, s. 110ZA (as substituted (6.4.2005) by National
Insurance Contributions and Statutory Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss. 7, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(a))

C9 S. 20(1)-(8)(8C)-(9) modified (19.7.2006) by Finance Act 2006 (c. 25), s. 174
C10 S. 20(8C) applied by Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 (c. 1), s. 767C (as inserted (with effect

in accordance with s. 115(3) of the amending Act) by Finance Act 1998 (c. 36), s. 115(1))
C11 S. 20(1)-(8)(8C)-(9) extended by Finance Act 1990 (c. 29), s. 125(1)(2)(6)

[F1520A Power to call for papers of tax accountant.

(1) Where after the passing of the Finance Act 1976X1 a person—
(a) is convicted of an offence in relation to tax (whenever committed) by or before

any court in the United Kingdom; or
(b) has [F26a penalty imposed on ] him (whether before or after the passing of that

Act) under section 99 of this Act,
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and he has stood in relation to others as tax accountant, an inspector authorised by
the Board for the purpose of this section may by notice in writing require the person
to deliver to him such documents as are in his possession or power and as (in the
inspector’s reasonable opinion) contain information relevant to any tax liability to
which any client of his is or has been, or may be or have been, subject, or to the amount
of any such liability.

F27(1A) The reference to documents in subsection (1) above does not include—
(a) personal records (as defined in section 12 of the Police and Criminal Evidence

Act 1984), or
(b) journalistic material (as defined in section 13 of that Act).

(1B) Subject to subsection (1A) above, the reference to documents in subsection (1) above
is to those specified or described in the notice in question; and—

(a) the notice shall require documents to be delivered within such time (which
shall not be less than thirty days after the date of the notice) as may be specified
in the notice; and

(b) the inspector may take copies of them or of extracts from them.]

(2) Subsection (1) above does not have effect in relation to a person convicted or penalised
as there mentioned for so long as an appeal is pending against the conviction or
[F28penalty]; and—

(a) for this purpose an appeal is to be treated as pending (where one is competent
but has not been brought) until the expiration of the time for bringing it or,
in the case of a conviction in Scotland, until the expiration of 28 days from
the date of conviction; and

(b) references here to appeal include further appeal but, in relation to the
[F28imposition] of a penalty, do not include appeal against the amount of the
penalty.

(3) A notice is not to be given to any person under this section unless with the consent
of the appropriate judicial authority; and that authority is to give his consent only on
being satisfied that in all the circumstances the inspector is justified in so proceeding.

(4) The power to give a notice under this section, by reference to a person’s conviction
or the [F29imposition on] him of a penalty, ceases at the expiration of the period of 12
months beginning with the date on which it was first exercisable in his case by virtue
of that conviction or [F29penalty].

(5) To the extent specified in section 20B below, the above provisions are subject to the
restrictions of that section.]

Editorial Information
X1 The Finance Act 1976 received the Royal Assent on 29 July 1976.

Textual Amendments
F15 Ss 20, 20A, 20B, 20C, 20D substituted for s. 20 by Finance Act 1976 (c. 40), s. 57, Sch. 6.
F26 Finance Act 1989 s. 168(2)(a). Previously “awarded against him a penalty incurred by”.
F27 Finance Act 1989 s. 143 with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989. Previously “for this

purpose section 20(8) above applies, substituting “the client” for “the taxpayer”.”
F28 Finance Act 1989 s. 168(2)(b). Previously “award”.
F29 Finance Act 1989 s. 168(2)(c). Previously “award against” and “award”.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1976/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1976/40/section/57
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1976/40/schedule/6
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[F1520B Restrictions on powers under ss.20 and 20A.

(1) Before a notice is given to a person by an inspector under [F30section 20(1), (3)
or (8A)], or under section 20A, the person must have been given a reasonable
opportunity to deliver (or, in the case of section 20(3), to deliver or make available) the
documents in question[F31, or to furnish the particulars in question]; and the inspector
must not apply for consent under [F30section 20(7) or (8A)] or, as the case may be,
section 20A(3), until the person has been given that opportunity.

[
F32(1A)

Subject to subsection (1B) below, where a notice is given to any person under
section 20(3) the inspector shall give a copy of the notice to the taxpayer to whom
it relates.

(1B) If, on an application by the inspector, a General or Special Commissioner so directs,
a copy of a notice under section 20(3) need not be given to the taxpayer to whom it
relates; but such a direction shall not be given unless the Commissioner is satisfied
that the inspector has reasonable grounds for suspecting the taxpayer of fraud.]

(2) A notice under section 20(1) does not oblige a person to deliver documents [F32or
furnish particulars] relating to the conduct of any pending appeal by him; a notice
under section 20(3) [F33or (8A)] does not oblige a person to deliver or make available
documents relating to the conduct of a pending appeal by the taxpayer; and a notice
under section 20A does not oblige a person to deliver documents relating to the
conduct of a pending appeal by the client.

“Appeal” means appeal relating to tax.

(3) An inspector cannot under section 20(1) or (3), or under section 20A(1), give notice
to a barrister, advocate or solicitor, but the notice must in any such case be given (if
at all) by the Board; and accordingly in relation to a barrister, advocate or solicitor
for references in section 20(3) and (4) and section 20A to the inspector there are
substituted references to the Board.

(4) To comply with a notice under section 20(1) or section 20A(1), and as an alternative to
delivering documents to comply with a notice under section 20(3), [F33or (8A)] copies
of documents may be delivered instead of the originals; but—

(a) the copies must be photographic or otherwise by way of facsimile; and
(b) if so required by the inspector (or, as the case may be, the Board) in the case

of any documents specified in the requirement, the originals must be made
available for inspection by a named officer of the Board (failure to comply
with this requirement counting as failure to comply with the notice).

(5) A notice under section 20(3), [F34does not oblige a person] to deliver or make available
any document the whole of which originates more than 6 years before the date of the
notice.

(6) But subsection (5) does not apply where the notice is so expressed as to exclude the
restrictions of that subsection; and it can only be so expressed where—

(a) the notice being given by an inspector with consent under section 20(7), the
Commissioner giving consent has also given approval to the exclusion;

(b) the notice being given by the Board, they have applied to a General or Special
Commissioner for, and obtained, that approval.

For this purpose the Commissioner gives approval only if satisfied, on the inspector’s
or the Board’s application, that there is reasonable ground for believing that tax has,
or may have been, lost to the Crown owing to the fraud of the taxpayer.
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(7) A notice under section 20(3) in relation to a taxpayer who has died cannot be given
F35... if more than 6 years have elapsed since the death.

(8) A notice under section 20(3) [F33or (8A)] or section 20A(1) does not oblige a barrister,
advocate or a solicitor to deliver or make available, without his client’s consent, any
document with respect to which a claim to professional privilege could be maintained.

[
F36(9)

Subject to subsections (11) and (12) below, a notice under section 20(3) or (8A)—
(a) does not oblige a person who has been appointed as an auditor for the purposes

of any enactment to deliver or make available documents which are his
property and were created by him or on his behalf for or in connection with
the performance of his functions under that enactment, and

(b) does not oblige a tax adviser to deliver or make available documents which
are his property and consist of relevant communications.

(10) In subsection (9) above “relevant communications” means communications between
the tax adviser and—

(a) a person in relation to whose tax affairs he has been appointed, or
(b) any other tax adviser of such a person,

the purpose of which is the giving or obtaining of advice about any of those tax affairs;
and in subsection (9) above and this subsection “tax adviser” means a person appointed
to give advice about the tax affairs of another person (whether appointed directly by
that other person or by another tax adviser of his).

(11) Subject to subsection (13) below, subsection (9) above shall not have effect in relation
to any document which contains information explaining any information, return,
accounts or other document which the person to whom the notice is given has, as tax
accountant, assisted any client of his in preparing for, or delivering to, the inspector
or the Board.

(12) Subject to subsection (13) below, in the case of a notice under section 20(8A)
subsection (9) above shall not have effect in relation to any document which contains
information giving the identity or address of any taxpayer to whom the notice relates
or of any person who has acted on behalf of any such person.

(13) Subsection (9) above is not disapplied by subsection (11) or (12) above in the case
of any document if—

(a) the information within subsection (11) or (12) is contained in some other
document, and

(b) either—
(i) that other document, or a copy of it, has been delivered to the inspector

or the Board, or
(ii) that other document has been inspected by an officer of the Board.

(14) Where subsection (9) above is disapplied by subsection (11) or (12) above in the case
of a document, the person to whom the notice is given either shall deliver the document
to the inspector or make it available for inspection by an officer of the Board or shall—

(a) deliver to the inspector (or, where subsection (3) above applies, the Board) a
copy (which is photographic or otherwise by way of facsimile) of any parts of
the document which contain the information within subsection (11) or (12),
and
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(b) if so required by the inspector (or, as the case may be, the Board), make
available for inspection by a named officer of the Board such parts of the
document as contain that information;

and failure to comply with any requirement under paragraph (b) above shall constitute
a failure to comply with the notice.]]

Textual Amendments
F15 Ss 20, 20A, 20B, 20C, 20D substituted for s. 20 by Finance Act 1976 (c. 40), s. 57, Sch. 6.
F30 Finance Act 1988 s. 126(4)(6) with respect to notices given on or after 29 July 1988.
F31 Finance Act 1989 s. 144(2)(8) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989.
F32 Finance Act 1989 s. 144(3)(4)(8) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989.
F33 Finance Act 1988 s. 126(4) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1988.
F34 Finance Act 1989 s. 144(5)(8) with respect to notices given on or after 27 July 1989.
F35 Words repealed by Finance Act 1989 ss. 144(6)(8), 187, Sch. 17 Part VIII with respect to notices given

on or after 27 July 1989.
F36 Finance Act 1989 s. 144(7)(8) in respect of notices given on or after 27 July 1989

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 Ss. 20, 20B applied (with modifications) (E.W.) (1.4.2000) by Education (Student Loans) (Repayment)

Regulations 2000 (S.I. 2000/944), regs. 1(1), 44(1)(2)
C12 S. 20B applied (with modifications) (31.7.1997) by Finance (No. 2) Act 1997 (c. 58), Sch. 2 para.

13(1)(2)
C13 S. 20B applied (with modifications) (N.I.) (1.4.2000) by The Education (Student Loans) (Repayment)

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2000 (S.R. 2000/121), regs. 1, 44(1)
C14 Ss. 20B, 20BB applied (with modifications) (6.4.2003) by Tax Credits Act 2002 (c. 21), s. 25(3)(4),

61; S.I. 2002/1727, art. 2
C15 S. 20B applied (with modifications) by Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act

1992 (c. 8), s. 104ZA (as substituted (6.4.2005) by National Insurance Contributions and Statutory
Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss. 8, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(b))

C16 S. 20B applied (with modifications) by Social Security Administration Act 1992 (c. 5), s. 110ZA (as
substituted (6.4.2005) by National Insurance Contributions and Statutory Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss.
7, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(a))

C17 S. 20B(2) modified (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 146(3)(4)(b)
C18 S. 20B(3) amended (E.W.) (1.1.1992) by S.I. 1991/2684, arts. 2, 4, Sch.1
C19 S. 20B(4) applied by Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 (c. 1), s. 767C(8)(a) (as inserted (with

effect in accordance with s. 115(3) of the amending Act) by Finance Act 1998 (c. 36), s. 115(1))
C20 S. 20B(6) modified (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 146(3)(4)(c)
C21 S. 20B(8)-(14) applied by Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 (c. 1), s. 767C(8)(b) (as inserted

(with effect in accordance with s. 115(3) of the amending Act) by Finance Act 1998 (c. 36), s. 115(1))

[F3720BAOrders for the delivery of documents.

(1) The appropriate judicial authority may make an order under this section if satisfied on
information on oath given by an authorised officer of the Board—

(a) that there is reasonable ground for suspecting that an offence involving serious
fraud in connection with, or in relation to, tax is being, has been or is about
to be committed, and

(b) that documents which may be required as evidence for the purposes of any
proceedings in respect of such an offence are or may be in the power or
possession of any person.
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(2) An order under this section is an order requiring the person who appears to the
authority to have in his possession or power the documents specified or described in
the order to deliver them to an officer of the Board within—

(a) ten working days after the day on which notice of the order is served on him, or
(b) such shorter or longer period as may be specified in the order.

For this purpose a “working day” means any day other than a Saturday, Sunday
or public holiday.

(3) Where in Scotland the information mentioned in subsection (1) above relates to
persons residing or having places of business at addresses situated in different
sheriffdoms—

(a) an application for an order may be made to the sheriff for the sheriffdom in
which any of the addresses is situated, and

(b) where the sheriff makes an order in respect of a person residing or having a
place of business in his own sheriffdom, he may also make orders in respect
of all or any of the other persons to whom the information relates (whether or
not they have an address within the sheriffdom).

(4) Schedule 1AA to this Act contains provisions supplementing this section.]

Textual Amendments
F37 S. 20BA inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 149(1)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C22 S. 20BA applied (1.8.2002 for specified purposes) by Tax Credits Act 2002 (c. 21), ss. 36(1), 61; S.I.

2002/1727, art. 2

[F3820BBFalsification etc. of documents.

(1) Subject to subsections (2) to (4) below, a person shall be guilty of an offence if he
intentionally falsifies, conceals, destroys or otherwise disposes of, or causes or permits
the falsification, concealment, destruction or disposal of, a document which—

(a) he has been required by a notice under section 20 or 20A above [F39or an order
under section 20BA above], or

(b) he has been given an opportunity in accordance with section 20B(1) above,
to deliver, or to deliver or make available for inspection.

(2) A person does not commit an offence under subsection (1) above if he acts—
(a) with the written permission of a General or Special Commissioner, the

inspector or an officer of the Board,
(b) after the document has been delivered or, in the case within section 20(3) or

(8A) above, inspected, or
(c) after a copy has been delivered in accordance with section 20B(4) or (14)

above and the original has been inspected.

(3) A person does not commit an offence under subsection (1)(a) above if he acts after
the end of the period of two years beginning with the date on which the notice is given
[F40or the order is made], unless before the end of that period the inspector or an officer

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/17/section/149/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/21/section/36/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/21/section/61
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of the Board has notified the person in writing that the notice [F41or order] has not been
complied with to his satisfaction.

(4) A person does not commit an offence under subsection (1)(b) above if he acts—
(a) after the date of the period of six months beginning with the date on which an

opportunity to deliver the document was given, or
(b) after an application for consent to a notice being given in relation to the

document has been refused.

(5) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two

years or to a fine or both.]

Textual Amendments
F38 S. 20BB inserted by Finance Act 1989 s. 145(1)(2) in relation to any falsification, concealment,

destruction or disposal of a document occurring on or after 27 July 1989.
F39 Words in s. 20BB(1)(a) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 149(3)(a)
F40 Words in s. 20BB(3) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 149(3)(b)
F41 Words in s. 20BB(3) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 149(3)(c)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C14 Ss. 20B, 20BB applied (with modifications) (6.4.2003) by Tax Credits Act 2002 (c. 21), s. 25(3)(4),

61; S.I. 2002/1727, art. 2
C23 S. 20BB applied (with modifications) (31.7.1997) by Finance (No. 2) Act 1997 (c. 58), Sch. 2 para.

13(1)(2)
C24 S. 20BB applied (E.W.) (1.4.2000) by Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) Regulations 2000 (S.I.

2000/944), regs. 1(1), 44(3)
C25 S. 20BB applied (N.I.) (1.4.2000) by The Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) Regulations

(Northern Ireland) 2000 (S.R. 2000/121), regs. 1, 44(3)
C26 S. 20BB applied (1.8.2002 for specified purposes) by Tax Credits Act 2002 (c. 21), ss. 36(1), 61; S.I.

2002/1727, art. 2
C27 S. 20BB applied (with modifications) by Social Security Administration Act 1992 (c. 5), s. 110ZA (as

substituted (6.4.2005) by National Insurance Contributions and Statutory Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss.
7, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(a))

C28 S. 20BB applied (with modifications) by Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act
1992 (c. 8), s. 104ZA (as substituted (6.4.2005) by National Insurance Contributions and Statutory
Payments Act 2004 (c. 3), ss. 8, 13; S.I. 2004/1943, art. 4(b))

[F1520C Entry with warrant to obtain documents.

(1) If the appropriate judicial authority is satisfied on information on oath given by an
officer of the Board that—

(a) there is reasonable ground for suspecting that an offence involving [F42serious
fraud] in connection with, or in relation to, tax [F42is being, has been or is about
to be] committed and that evidence of it is to be found on premises specified
in the information; and

(b) in applying under this section, the officer acts with the approval of the Board
given in relation to the particular case,
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the authority may issue a warrant in writing authorising an officer of the Board to enter
the premises, if necessary by force, at any time within 14 days from the time of issue
of the warrant, and search them.

[
F43(1AA)

The Board shall not approve an application for a warrant under this section unless they
have reasonable grounds for believing that use of the procedure under section 20BA
above and Schedule 1AA to this Act (order for production of documents) might
seriously prejudice the investigation.]

[
F44(1A)

Without prejudice to the generality of the concept of serious fraud—
(a) any offence which involves fraud is for the purposes of this section an offence

involving serious fraud if its commission had led, or is intended or likely to
lead, either to substantial financial gain to any person or to serious prejudice
to the proper assessment or collection of tax; and

(b) an offence which, if considered alone, would not be regarded as involving
serious fraud may nevertheless be so regarded if there is reasonable ground
for suspecting that it forms part of a course of conduct which is, or but
for its detection would be, likely to result in serious prejudice to the proper
assessment or collection of tax.

(1B) The powers conferred by a warrant under this section shall not be exercisable—
(a) by more than such number of officers of the Board as may be specified in

the warrant;
(b) outside such times of day as may be so specified;
(c) if the warrant so provides, otherwise than in the presence of a constable in

uniform .]

(2) Section 4A of the Inland Revenue Regulation Act 1890 (Board’s functions to be
exercisable by an officer acting under their authority) does not apply to the giving of
Board approval under this section.

[
F45(3)

An officer who enters the premises under the authority of a warrant under this section
may—

(a) take with him such other persons as appear to him to be necessary;
(b) seize and remove any things whatsoever found there which he has reasonable

cause to believe may be required as evidence for the purposes of proceedings
in respect of such an offence as is mentioned in subsection (1) above; and

(c) search or cause to be searched any person found on the premises whom he has
reasonable cause to believe to be in possession of any such things;

but no person shall be searched except by a person of the same sex.

[
F46(3A)

In the case of any information [F47stored in any electronic form] which is information
that—

(a) an officer who enters the premises as mentioned in subsection (3) above has
reasonable cause to believe may be required as evidence for the purposes
mentioned in paragraph (b) of that subsection, and

(b) is accessible from the premises,
the power of seizure under that subsection includes a power to require the information
to be produced in a form in which it can be taken away and in which it is visible and
legible [F48or from which it can readily be produced in a visible and legible form].]

[F49(4) Nothing in subsection (3) above authorises the seizure and removal of items subject
to legal privilege.
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(4A) In subsection (4) “items subject to legal privilege” means—
(a) communications between a professional legal adviser and his client or any

person representing his client made in connection with the giving of legal
advice to the client;

(b) communications between a professional legal adviser and his client or any
person representing his client or between such an adviser or his client or
any such representative and any other person made in connection with or in
contemplation of legal proceedings and for the purposes of such proceedings;
and

(c) items enclosed with or referred to in such communications and made—
(i) in connection with the giving of legal advice; or

(ii) in connection with or in contemplation of legal proceedings and for
the purposes of such proceedings,

when they are in the possession of a person who is entitled to possession of
them.

(4B) Items held with the intention of furthering a criminal purpose are not subject to legal
privilege.]

(5) An officer of the Board seeking to exercise the powers conferred by a warrant under
this section or, if there is more than one such officer, that one of them who is in charge
of the search—

(a) if the occupier of the premises concerned is present at the time the search is
to begin, shall supply a copy of the warrant endorsed with his name to the
occupier;

(b) if at that time the occupier is not present but a person who appears to the
officer to be in charge of the premises is present, shall supply such a copy to
that person; and

(c) if neither paragraph (a) nor paragraph (b) above applies, shall leave such a
copy in a prominent place on the premises.

(6) Where entry to premises has been made with a warrant under this section, and the
officer making the entry has seized any things under the authority of the warrant, he
shall endorse on or attach to the warrant a list of the things seized.

(7) Subsections (10) to (12) of section 16 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984
(return, retention and inspection of warrants) apply to a warrant under this section
(together with any list endorsed on or attached to it under subsection (6) above) as
they apply to a warrant issued to a constable under any enactment.

(8) Subsection (7) above extends to England and Wales only.]

[
F50(9)

Where in Scotland the information mentioned in subsection (1) above relates to
premises situated in different sheriffdoms—

(a) petitions for the issue of warrants in respect of all the premises to which the
information relates may be made to the sheriff for a sheriffdom in which any
of the premises is situated, and

(b) where the sheriff issues a warrant in respect of premises situated in his own
sheriffdom, he shall also have jurisdiction to issue warrants in respect of all
or any of the other premises to which the information relates.

This does not affect any power or jurisdiction of a sheriff to issue a warrant
in respect of an offence committed within his own sheriffdom.]]
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Textual Amendments
F15 Ss 20, 20A, 20B, 20C, 20D substituted for s. 20 by Finance Act 1976 (c. 40), s. 57, Sch. 6.
F42 Words in S. 20C(1) substituted by Finance Act 1989 (c. 26), s. 146(2)(5)with respect to warrants

issued on or after 27 July 1989.
F43 S. 20C(1AA) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 150(2)
F44 S. 20C(1A)(1B) inserted by Finance Act 1989 (c. 26), s. 146(3)(5)with respect to warrants issued on

or after 27 July 1989.
F45 S. 20C(3)-(8) substituted for s. 20C(3)-(5) by Finance Act 1989 (c. 26), s. 146(4)(5)with respect to

warrants issued on or after 27 July 1989.
F46 S. 20C(3A) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 150(3)
F47 Words in s. 20C(3A) substituted (1.4.2003) by Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 (c. 16), s. 138(2),

Sch. 2 para. 13(1)(a)(2)(d); S.I. 2003/708, art. 2(k)
F48 Words in s. 20C(3A) inserted (1.4.2003) by Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 (c. 16), s. 138(2),

Sch. 2 para. 13(1)(b)(2)(d); S.I. 2003/708, art. 2(k)
F49 S. 20C(4)-(4B) substituted for s. 20C(4) (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 150(4)
F50 S. 20C(9) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 150(5)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C29 Ss. 20C, 20CC applied (with modifications) (1.8.2002 for specified purposes) by Tax Credits Act 2002

(c. 21), s. 36(2)(3), 61; S.I. 2002/1727, art. 2
C30 S. 20C modified (1.4.2003) by Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 (c. 16), ss. 50, 138(2), Sch. 1

para. 13; S.I. 2003/708, art. 2(a)
C31 S. 20C(3A) modified (1.4.2003) by Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 (c. 16), ss. 63, 138(2); S.I.

2003/708, art. 2(a)

[F5120CCProcedure where documents etc. are removed.

(1) An officer of the Board who removes anything in the exercise of the power conferred
by section 20C above shall, if so requested by a person showing himself—

(a) to be the occupier of premises from which it was removed, or
(b) to have had custody or control of it immediately before the removal,

provide that person with a record of what he removed.

(2) The officer of the Board shall provide the record within a reasonable time from the
making of the request for it.

(3) Where anything which has been removed by an officer of the Board as mentioned
in subsection (1) above is of such a nature that a photograph or copy of it would be
sufficient—

(a) for use as evidence at a trial for an offence, or
(b) for forensic examination or for investigation in connection with an offence,

it shall not be retained longer than is necessary to establish that fact and to obtain the
photograph or copy.

(4) Subject to subsection (8) below, if a request for permission to be granted access to
anything which—

(a) has been removed by an officer of the Board, and
(b) is retained by the Board for the purpose of investigating an offence,

is made to the officer in overall charge of the investigation by a person who had custody
or control of the thing immediately before it was so removed or by someone acting
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on behalf of any such person, the officer shall allow the person who made the request
access to it under the supervision of an officer of the Board.

(5) Subject to subsection (8) below, if a request for a photograph or copy of any such
thing is made to the officer in overall charge of the investigation by a person who had
custody or control of the thing immediately before it was so removed, or by someone
acting on behalf of any such person, the officer shall—

(a) allow the person who made the request access to it under the supervision of
an officer of the Board for the purpose of photographing it or copying it, or

(b) photograph or copy it, or cause it to be photographed or copied.

(6) Where anything is photographed or copied under subsection (5)(b) above the
photograph or copy shall be supplied to the person who made the request.

(7) The photograph or copy shall be supplied within a reasonable time from the making
of the request.

(8) There is no duty under this section to grant access to, or to supply a photograph or
copy of, anything if the officer in overall charge of the investigation for the purposes
of which it was removed has reasonable grounds for believing that to do so would
prejudice—

(a) that investigation;
(b) the investigation of an offence other than the offence for the purposes of the

investigation of which the thing was removed; or
(c) any criminal proceedings which may be brought as a result of—

(i) the investigation of which he is in charge, or
(ii) any such investigation as is mentioned in paragraph (b) above.

(9) Any reference in this section to the officer in overall charge of the investigation is a
reference to the person whose name and address are endorsed on the warrant concerned
as being the officer so in charge.]

Textual Amendments
F51 S. 20CC inserted by Finance Act 1989 (c. 26), s. 147, with respect to warrants issued on or after 27

July 1989

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C29 Ss. 20C, 20CC applied (with modifications) (1.8.2002 for specified purposes) by Tax Credits Act 2002

(c. 21), s. 36(2)(3), 61; S.I. 2002/1727, art. 2
C32 S. 20CC(3) modified (1.4.2003) by Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 (c. 16), ss. 57(1)(c), 138(2)

(with s. 57(4)); S.I. 2003/708, art. 2(a)

[F1520D Interpretation of ss.20 to 20C.

(1) For the purposes of section 20A[F52, 20BA] and 20C above, “the appropriate judicial
authority” is—

(a) in England and Wales, a Circuit judge [F53or a District Judge (Magistrates'
Courts)];

(b) in Scotland, a sheriff; and
(c) in Northern Ireland, a county court judge.
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(2) For the purposes of sections 20 and 20A, a person stands in relation to another as tax
accountant at any time when he assists the other in the preparation [F54or delivery of
any information, return, accounts or other document which he knows will be, or is or
are likely to be, used] for any purpose of tax; and his clients are all those to whom he
stands or has stood in that relationship.

[F55(3) Without prejudice to section 127 of the Finance Act 1988, in sections 20 to 20CC
above “document” means, subject to sections 20(8C) and 20A(1A), anything in which
information of any description is recorded.]]

Textual Amendments
F15 Ss 20, 20A, 20B, 20C, 20D substituted for s. 20 by Finance Act 1976 (c. 40), s. 57, Sch. 6.
F52 Word in s. 20D(1) inserted (28.7.2000) by Finance Act 2000 (c. 17), s. 149(4)
F53 Words in s. 20D(1)(a) inserted (1.4.2005) by Courts Act 2003 (c. 39), s. 110(1), Sch. 4 para. 2(a); S.I.

2005/910, art. 3(u)
F54 Finance Act 1989 (c. 26), s. 148(2).
F55 S. 20D(3) substituted (31.1.1997) by Civil Evidence Act 1995 (c. 38), s. 16(2), Sch. 1 para. 6; S.I.

1996/3217, art. 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C33 S. 20D(3) applied (with modifications) (31.7.1997) by Finance (No. 2) Act 1997 (c. 58), Sch. 2 para.

13(1)(2)

21 Stock jobbers’ transactions.

[F56(1) The Board may exercise the powers conferred by this section as respects, and in
connection with, any business consisting in or involving dealings in securities; and
for the purposes of this section it shall be immaterial whether those dealings are or,
as the case may be, were—

(a) on behalf of persons other than the person carrying on the business;
(b) by that person on his own behalf; or
(c) a mixture of the two.]

(2) With a view to obtaining information about [F57securities transactions] in the course of
a business within subsection (1) above, the Board may serve on the [F58person]F59... by
whom the business is or has been carried on a notice requiring him to make available
within a time specified in the notice, for inspection by an inspector or other officer of
the Board, all such books, accounts and other documents in his possession or power as
may be specified or described in the notice, being books, accounts or other documents
which in the opinion of the Board contain or may contain information directly or
indirectly relating to any such transactions.

(3) The Board may serve on any broker a notice requiring him to make available within a
time specified in the notice, for inspection by an inspector or other officer of the Board,
all such books, accounts or other documents in his possession or power as may be
specified or described in the notice, being books, accounts or other documents which
in the opinion of the Board contain or may contain information relating directly or
indirectly to [F60securities transactions in the course of any business of a person other
than the broker which is] a business within subsection (1) above.
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[F61(4) Where a person (“the recipient”) who is not a broker has directly or indirectly received
from another person any payment which—

(a) is made by that other person in the course of a business within subsection (1)
above, and

(b) is a payment treated by that other person as made in respect of interest on
securities,

the Board may by notice in writing require the recipient to state, within a time specified
in the notice, whether the amount received is in whole or in part received on behalf
of, or for payment on to, a third person and (if it is) to furnish the name and address
of that third person.

(4A) Where a person (“the payer”) has directly or indirectly paid to another person any sum
which—

(a) constitutes a receipt by that other person in the course of a business within
subsection (1) above, and

(b) is a receipt treated by that other person as accruing in respect of interest on
securities,

the Board may by notice in writing require the payer to state, within a time specified
in the notice, whether the amount paid is in whole or in part received from, or paid on
account of, a third person and (if it is) to furnish the name and address of that third
person.]

(5) If, for the purpose of obtaining (from any persons [F62at all]) information directly or
indirectly relating to any [F63securities transactions] in the course of a business within
subsection (1) above, any person in whose name any securities are registered is so
required by notice in writing by the Board, he shall state whether or not he is the
beneficial owner of those securities, and, if not the beneficial owner of those securities
or any of them, shall furnish the name and address of the person or persons on whose
behalf the securities are registered in his name.

[F64(5A) Where it appears to the Board that a person may have incurred a liability to pay or
account for tax under [F65Chapter 2 of Part 11 or Chapter 9 of Part 15 of ITA 2007]
(manufactured payments), the Board may by notice served on that person require him,
within such period (not being less than 28 days) as may be specified in the notice, to
provide the Board with information which—

(a) is available to that person; and
(b) is or may be relevant to whether that person has incurred such a liability, or

to the extent of such a liability.]

(6) The Board may not exercise their powers under the preceding provisions of this
section for the purpose of obtaining information relating to transactions in any year of
assessment ending more than six years before the service of the notice.

[F66(7) In this section—
“broker” means any person who is a member of a recognised investment

exchange, within the meaning [F67given by section 285(1)(a) of the Financial
Services and Markets Act 2000];

“interest” includes dividends;
“securities” includes shares and stock; and
“securities transaction” means—

(a) any transaction in securities;



Taxes Management Act 1970 (c. 9)
PART III – OTHER RETURNS AND INFORMATION
Document Generated: 2024-07-30

19

Status: Point in time view as at 06/04/2007.
Changes to legislation: Taxes Management Act 1970, Cross Heading: Production of accounts,

books and other information is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 30 July
2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been

made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

(b) any transaction under which a payment which is representative of any
interest on a security has been, is to be or may be made; or

(c) the making or receipt of such a payment.]
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