
Immigration Act 1971 (c. 77)
SCHEDULE 4A – Enforcement powers in relation to ships
Document Generated: 2024-07-10

1

Status: Point in time view as at 28/06/2022.
Changes to legislation: Immigration Act 1971, Paragraph E1 is up to date with all changes known to be in

force on or before 10 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

[F1SCHEDULE 4A

ENFORCEMENT POWERS IN RELATION TO SHIPS

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 4A inserted (31.5.2016) by Immigration Act 2016 (c. 19), s. 94(1), Sch. 14 para. 8; S.I. 2016/603,

reg. 2(d)

[F2PART A1

UNITED KINGDOM

Textual Amendments
F2 Sch. 4A Pts. A1-M1 inserted (28.6.2022) by Nationality and Borders Act 2022 (c. 36), s. 87(1), Sch. 7

para. 10; S.I. 2022/590, regs. 1(2), 2, Sch. 1 para. 22 (with Sch. 2 para. 8)

Protective searches of persons
E1 (1) A relevant officer may search a person found on the ship for anything which the

officer has reasonable grounds to believe the person might use to—
(a) cause physical injury,
(b) cause damage to property, or
(c) endanger the safety of any ship.

(2) The power conferred by sub-paragraph (1) may be exercised—
(a) only if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that anything of a kind

mentioned in that sub-paragraph is concealed on the person, and
(b) only to the extent that it is reasonably required for the purpose of discovering

any such thing.

(3) The relevant officer may seize and retain anything which the officer has grounds to
believe might—

(a) cause physical injury,
(b) cause damage to property, or
(c) endanger the safety of any ship.

(4) If the person is detained, nothing seized under sub-paragraph (3) may be retained
when the person is released from detention.
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(5) A power conferred by this paragraph to search a person does not authorise a relevant
officer to require the person to remove any clothing in public other than an outer
coat, jacket or gloves, but it does authorise the search of a person’s mouth.

(6) A power conferred by this paragraph may be exercised on the ship or elsewhere.]]
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