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Immigration Act 1971
1971 CHAPTER 77

PART I

REGULATION OF ENTRY INTO AND STAY IN UNITED KINGDOM

11 Construction of references to entry, and other phrases relating to travel.

(1) A person arriving in the United Kingdom by ship or aircraft shall for purposes of this
Act be deemed not to enter the United Kingdom unless and until he disembarks, and on
disembarkation at a port shall further be deemed not to enter the United Kingdom so
long as he remains in such area (if any) at the port as may be approved for this purpose
by an immigration officer; and a person who has not otherwise entered the United
Kingdom shall be deemed not to do so as long as he is detainedF1... under the powers
conferred by Schedule 2 to this Act [F2or section 62 of the Nationality, Immigration
and Asylum Act 2002][F3or on immigration bail within the meaning of Schedule 10
to the Immigration Act 2016] .

[F4(1ZA) See also section 11A (additional means by which persons arriving in United Kingdom
waters for work can enter the UK).]

F5(1A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) In this Act “disembark” means disembark from a ship or aircraft, and “embark” means
embark in a ship or aircraft; and, except in subsection (1) above,—

(a) references to disembarking in the United Kingdom do not apply to
disembarking after a local journey from a place in the United Kingdom or
elsewhere in the common travel area; and

(b) references to embarking in the United Kingdom do not apply to embarking for
a local journey to a place in the United Kingdom or elsewhere in the common
travel area.

(3) Except in so far as the context otherwise requires, references in this Act to arriving
in the United Kingdom by ship shall extend to arrival by any floating structure, and
“disembark” shall be construed accordingly; but the provisions of this Act specially
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relating to members of the crew of a ship shall not by virtue of this provision apply in
relation to any floating structure not being a ship.

(4) For purposes of this Act “common travel area” has the meaning given by section 1(3),
and a journey is, in relation to the common travel area, a local journey if but only if
it begins and ends in the common travel area and is not made by a ship or aircraft
which—

(a) in the case of a journey to a place in the United Kingdom, began its voyage
from, or has during its voyage called at, a place not in the common travel
area; or

(b) in the case of a journey from a place in the United Kingdom, is due to end its
voyage in, or call in the course of its voyage at, a place not in the common
travel area.

(5) A person who enters the United Kingdom lawfully by virtue of section 8(1) above, and
seeks to remain beyond the time limited by section 8(1), shall be treated for purposes
of this Act as seeking to enter the United Kingdom.
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