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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART I

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND

New local government areas

1 New local government areas in England.

(1) For the administration of local government on and after 1st April 1974 England
(exclusive of Greater London and the Isles of Scilly) shall be divided into local
government areas to be known as counties and in those counties there shall be local
government areas to be known as districts.

(2) The counties shall be the metropolitan counties named in Part I and the non-
metropolitan counties named in Part II of Schedule 1 to this Act and shall comprise
the areas respectively described (by reference to administrative areas existing
immediately before the passing of this Act) in column 2 of each Part of that Schedule.

(3) The districts in the metropolitan counties shall be those respectively specified in
column 2 of the said Part I and shall comprise the areas respectively described (by
reference to administrative areas existing immediately before the passing of this Act)
in that column, and the Secretary of State may by order provide a name for any such
district.

(4) The districts in the non-metropolitan counties shall be those respectively specified in
one or more orders made by the Secretary of State under paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to
this Act and having the names given to them by one or more orders so made.

(5) Part III of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect in relation to the boundaries of the
new local government areas.

(6) Subject to Part IV of Schedule 1 to this Act and to any provision corresponding to that
Part made by an order under section 254 below, the rural parishes existing immediately
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before 1st April 1974 shall continue to exist on and after that date by the name of
parishes.

(7) The said Part IV shall have effect with respect to the existing rural parishes which by
virtue of this Act are comprised in more than one county or more than one metropolitan
district.

(8) Part V of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect for the purpose of constituting
parishes the boundaries of which are determined by reference to those of existing
boroughs and urban districts and also, in cases where the areas of such boroughs and
urban districts are divided by or under this section between two or more new districts,
by reference to the boundaries of the new districts.

(9) The boroughs which by virtue of section 141 of the 1933 Act or section 28 of the
M1Local Government Act 1958 are included in rural districts immediately before the
passing of this Act shall on the passing of this Act become parishes without ceasing
to be boroughs, but shall cease to be boroughs on 1st April 1974.

(10) On that date the following local government areas existing immediately before that
date outside Greater London and the Isles of Scilly, that is to say, all administrative
counties, boroughs (except those in rural districts), urban districts, rural districts and
urban parishes, shall cease to exist and the council of every such area which has a
council shall also cease to exist.

(11) On that date the municipal corporation of every borough outside Greater London (and
the corporation of a borough included in a rural district) shall cease to exist.

(12) In this section “England” does not include the administrative county of
Monmouthshire or the county borough of Newport.

Marginal Citations
M1 1958 c. 55.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1958/55
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