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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART VII

MISCELLANEOUS POWERS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Miscellaneous

139 Acceptance of gifts of property.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section a local authority may accept, hold and
administer—

(a) for the purpose of discharging any of their functions, gifts of property, whether
real or personal, made for that purpose; or

(b) for the benefit of the inhabitants of their area or of some part of it, gifts made
for that purpose;

and may execute any work (including works of maintenance or improvement)
incidental to or consequential on the exercise of the powers conferred by this section.

(2) Where any such work is executed in connection with a gift made for the benefit of
the inhabitants of the area of a local authority or of some part of that area, the cost
of executing the work shall be added to any expenditure under section 137 above in
computing the limit imposed on that expenditure by subsection (4) of that section.

(3) This section shall not authorise the acceptance by a local authority of property which,
when accepted, would be held in trust for an ecclesiastical charity or for a charity for
the relief of poverty.

(4) Nothing in this section shall affect any powers exercisable by a local authority under
or by virtue of [F1the Education Act 1996].
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 139 extended (19.9.1995) by 1995 c. 25, ss. 65(7), 125(2), Sch. 8 para. 3(1)(d) (with ss. 7(6), 115,

117, Sch. 8 para. 7)
S. 139: certain functions transferred (temp. from 4.5.1995 to 31.3.1996) by S.I. 1995/1042, art. 3(3)

C2 S. 139 modified (22.7.2004) by The Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Establishment of
Conservation Board) Order 2004 (2004/1777), {art. 29(1)(d)}
S. 139 modified (22.7.2004) by The Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Establishment of
Conservation Board) Order 2004 (2004/1778), {art. 29(1)(d)}
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