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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART XI

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Documents and notices, etc.

229 Photographic copies of documents.

(1) Subject to subsections (3) and (7) below, any requirement imposed by any enactment
that a local authority or parish meeting shall keep a document of any description shall
be satisfied by their keeping a photographic copy of the document.

(2) Subject to subsection (7) below, any requirement imposed by any enactment that a
document of any description in the custody or under the control of a local authority or
parish meeting shall be made available for inspection shall be satisfied by their making
available for inspection a photographic copy of the document.

(3) Subsection (1) above shall not apply to any document deposited with a local authority
under the M1Public Records Act 1958.

(4) In legal proceedings a photographic copy of a document in the custody of a local
authority or parish meeting, or of a document which has been destroyed while in the
custody of a local authority or parish meeting, or of any part of any such document,
shall, subject to subsection (6) below, be admissible in evidence to the like extent as
the original.

(5) A certificate purporting to be signed by the proper officer of the local authority, or
the chairman of the parish meeting, concerned that a document is such a photographic
copy as is mentioned in subsection (4) above, shall, subject to subsection (7) below,
be evidence to that effect.

(6) The court before which a photographic copy is tendered in evidence in pursuance of
subsection (4) above may, if the original is in existence, require its production and
thereupon that subsection shall not apply to the copy.
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(7) A photographic copy of a document in colour where the colours are relevant to the
interpretation of the document shall not suffice for the purposes of this section unless
it so distinguishes between the colours as to enable the document to be interpreted.

(8) In this section “court” and “legal proceedings” have the same meanings as in the
M2Civil Evidence Act 1968 [F1and “local authority” includes a joint authority, [F2an
economic prosperity board, a combined authority]F3... [F4, [F5a fire and rescue authority
created by an order under section 4A of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004,] a
police and crime commissioner and the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime] . . .
F6. . .]
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