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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART XII

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Status, etc.

248 Freemen and inhabitants of existing boroughs.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section [F1and Schedule 28A], nothing in
this Act shall affect any person’s status, or the right of any person to be admitted,
as a freeman of a place which is an existing borough; and in this section [F1and
Schedule 28A] any such place is referred to as a city or town.

[F2(1A) Where the son of a freeman of a city or town may claim to be admitted as a freeman
of that place, the daughter of a freeman may likewise claim to be so admitted.

(1B) The son or daughter of a freeman of a city or town shall be admitted as a freeman
whether born before or after the admission, as a freeman, of his or her freeman parent
and wherever he or she was born.

(1C) In subsections (1A) and (1B) “freeman” excludes a freeman of the City of London.]

[F3(1D) Schedule 28A (amendment of laws relating to freedom of city or town) shall have
effect.]

(2) On and after 1st April 1974 the roll of [F4persons admitted to the freedom] of a city
or town shall be kept by the proper officer of the relevant district council, that is to
say, the council of the district which comprises the whole or the greater part of the
city or town.

(3) If at any time on or after 1st April 1974 any person claims to be admitted [F5to the
freedom] of a city or town, [F6the person's] claim for admission shall be examined by
the chairman of the relevant district council, as defined in subsection (2) above, and,
if the person’s claim is established, [F6the person's] name shall be entered on the roll
of [F7persons admitted to the freedom] of that city or town.



2 Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)
Part XII – Miscellaneous and General

Document Generated: 2024-07-14
Changes to legislation: Local Government Act 1972, Section 248 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on
or before 14 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(4) After 31st March 1974—
(a) a [F8person admitted to the freedom] of a city or town,
(b) any person who by marriage, descent, employment or otherwise is or has been

related to or associated with a [F8person admitted to the freedom] of a city or
town, and

(c) any person who is or has been related by marriage to the widow or a child of
a [F8person admitted to the freedom] of a city or town,

shall have and enjoy the same rights, whether in respect of property or otherwise, as
were held and enjoyed on that date by a freeman of that city or town, by a person
correspondingly related to or associated with such a freeman or, as the case may be,
by a person correspondingly related by marriage to the widow or a child of such a
freeman.

(5) A person who is on 1st April 1974, or becomes thereafter, an inhabitant of a city or
town shall, as such, have and enjoy the same rights, whether in respect of property
or otherwise, as were held and enjoyed immediately before that date by an inhabitant
of that city or town.

[F9(6) This section shall have effect in relation to Wales as if—
(a) in subsections (2) and (3) the references to the relevant district council were

references to the relevant principal council; and
(b) in subsection (2) the reference to the council of the district were a reference

to the council of the principal area.]
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