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Fair Trading Act 1973

1973 CHAPTER 41

PART IV

FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR AND COMMISSION IN RELATION TO
MONOPOLY SITUATIONS AND UNCOMPETITIVE PRACTICES

Monopoly references

52 Variation of monopoly reference

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the Director may at any time vary
a monopoly reference made by him, and the Secretary of State (or, in the case of a
monopoly reference made by the Secretary of State jointly with one or more other
Ministers, the Secretary of State and that Minister or those Ministers acting jointly)
may vary a monopoly reference made by him or them.

(2) A monopoly reference not limited to the facts shall not be varied so as to become a
monopoly reference limited to the facts; but (subject to the following provisions of
this section) a monopoly reference limited to the facts may be varied so as to become
a monopoly reference not limited to the facts, whether the Commission have already
reported on the reference as originally made or not.

(3) A monopoly reference made by the Director shall not be varied so as to become a
reference which he is precluded from making by any provisions of section 50 of this
Act.

(4) On varying a monopoly reference made by him, the Director shall send a copy of the
variation to the Secretary of State; and if, before the end of the period of fourteen days
from the day on which the variation is first published in the Gazette in accordance
with the next following section, the Secretary of State directs the Commission not to
give effect to the variation,—

(a) the Commission shall proceed with the reference as if that variation had not
been made, but
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(b) nothing in the preceding paragraph shall prevent the Commission from
proceeding with any subsequent monopoly reference, or from giving effect to
any subsequent variation, notwithstanding that it relates wholly or partly to
the matters to which that variation related.

(5) In this section and in sections 53 to 55 of this Act " Minister " includes the Minister of
Agriculture for Northern Ireland and the Minister of Commerce for Northern Ireland.



