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Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 65

PART XII

MISCELLANEOUS, GENERAL AND TRANSITIONAL

General

235 General provisions as to interpretation.

(1) In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires—
“appropriate Minister”, with respect to any matter, means the Minister in charge
of any Government Department concerned with that matter; but the validity of
any order or regulation purporting to be made by any Minister by virtue of a
power conferred on the appropriate Minister by this Act shall not be affected by
any question as to whether or not that Minister was the appropriate Minister for
the purpose;
F1. . .
F1. . .
“education authority”, “educational establishment”, “further education” and
“school” have the same meanings as in [F2the M1Education (Scotland) Act 1980];
F1. . .
[F3“electoral ward” shall be construed in accordance with section 5 of the Local
Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994;]
“enactment” includes an order, regulation, rule or other instrument having effect
by virtue of an Act;
“existing”, in relation to any authority, means that authority as they existed
immediately before the passing of this Act;
“financial year” has [F4, except in section 98,] the meaning assigned to it by
section 96(5) of this Act;
“joint board” means a body corporate, constituted for the purposes of a
combination of local authorities under this Act or by or under any other
enactment, consisting exclusively of persons appointed by the local authorities;
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“joint committee” means a body, not being a body corporate, constituted for
the purpose of a combination of local authorities under this Act or by or under
any other enactment, consisting exclusively of persons appointed by the local
authorities;
“land” includes land covered with water and any interest right or servitude in
or over land;
[F5“local authority” means a council constituted under section 2 of the Local
Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994;]
“local statutory provision” means a provision of a local Act (including an Act
confirming a provisional order) or a provision of a public general Act passed
with respect only to the whole or part of an existing local government area or a
provision of an instrument made under any such local or public general Act or
of an instrument in the nature of a local enactment made under any other Act;
“new”, in relation to any authority, means that authority as established by or
under this Act;
“1947 Act” means the M2Local Government (Scotland) Act 1947;
“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations made by the Secretary of State;
“rating authority” [F6shall be construed in accordance with section 30 of the Local
Government etc. (Scotland) Act 1994];
F7. . .

(2) Any reference in this Act to a regional, islands or district council includes a reference
to any combination of those councils.

(3) Any reference in this Act to a proper officer and any reference which by virtue of this
Act is to be construed as such a reference shall, in relation to any purpose and any local
authority or other body or any area, be construed as a reference to an officer appointed
for that purpose by that body or for that area, as the case may be.

(4) In this Act, except where the context otherwise requires, references to any enactment
shall be construed as references to that enactment as amended, extended or applied by
or under any other enactment, including any enactment contained in this Act.
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