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Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975
1975 CHAPTER 21

PART I

SOLEMN PROCEDURE

Jurisdiction

3 Jurisdiction of sheriff.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the jurisdiction of the sheriffs, within their
respective sheriffdoms shall extend to and include all navigable rivers, ports, harbours,
creeks, shores and anchoring grounds in or adjoining such sheriffdoms and shall
include all criminal maritime causes and proceedings (including such as may apply
to persons furth of Scotland) provided the accused shall upon any legal ground of
jurisdiction be subject to the jurisdiction of the sheriff before whom such cause or
proceeding may be raised.

(2) It shall not be competent to the sheriff to try any crime committed on the seas which
it would not be competent for him to try if the crime had been committed on land.

(3) Where sheriffdoms are separated by a river, firth or estuary, the sheriffs on either side
shall have concurrent jurisdiction over the intervening space occupied by water.

[F1(4) Where an offence is alleged to have been committed in one district in a sheriffdom,
it shall be competent to try that offence in a sheriff court in any other district in that
sheriffdom.]

Textual Amendments
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39:1), s. 60

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1975/21/section/3/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/40/section/60


2 Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21)
Document Generated: 2024-06-29

Status: 
Point in time view as at 01/02/1991. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: 
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975, Section 3 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 29 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


