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Reservoirs Act 1975
1975 CHAPTER 23

[F1 Additional powers of enforcement authority

[F117 Powers of entry.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section a person duly authorised in writing
by an enforcement authority may at any reasonable time enter upon the land on which
a reservoir is situated—

(a) [F2for the purpose of carrying out an inspection, survey or other operation to
determine whether any provision of this Act applies;]

(b) for the purpose of carrying out any survey or other operation needed to
determine whether any recommendation as to measures to be taken in the
interests of safety [F3, or as to the maintenance of the reservoir,] has been
carried into effect as required by section [F48,] 9, 10 or 14 above or what period
should be specified in a notice under section [F48,] 9, 10 or 14 requiring the
undertakers to carry such a recommendation into effect;

(c) for the purpose of carrying out any inspection of the reservoir that he has
been appointed under section 15(1) above to carry out, or any survey or other
operation needed for the purpose of a report that he has been appointed under
section 15(1) to make;

(d) for any purpose connected with the carrying into effect under section 15(2)
above of a recommendation as to measures to be taken in the interests of
safety;

(e) for the purpose of carrying out any survey or other operation needed to
determine whether any or what measures should be taken under section 16
above, or for any purpose connected with the carrying into effect of any
measures taken under that section.

(2) Where the entry is for a purpose within subsection (1)(e) above, the power to enter
upon the land on which a reservoir is situated shall extend also to any neighbouring
land.

(3) Where the use of a large raised reservoir as a reservoir is abandoned, subsection (1)
above (so far as material) shall continue to apply in relation to the site of the
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reservoir as land on which a reservoir is situated; and for this purpose references in
subsection (1), and in any other provision of this Act as it operates in relation thereto,
to the enforcement authority or to the undertakers shall have effect as at the time when
the use of the reservoir as such is abandoned.

(4) Except for a purpose within subsection (1)(e) above, a person may not under this
section demand admission as of right to any lnad that is occupied, unless at least seven
days’ notice in writing of the intended entry has been given to the occupier or the entry
is authorised by a warrant granted under subsection (5) below.

A notice under this subsection shall specify the purpose for which entry is required and
shall indicate so far as practicable the nature of any works to be executed on the land.

(5) If it is shown to the satisfaction of a justice of the peace on sworn information in
writing—

(a) that admission to any land on which any person is entitled to enter under this
section has been refused to that person, or that a refusal is apprehended, or
that the occupier is temporarily absent; and

(b) that there is reasonable ground for entry on to the land for the purpose for
which entry is required;

the justice may by warrant under his hand authorise that person to enter on the land,
if need be by force; but such a warrant shall not be issued on the ground that entry has
been refused or that a refusal of entry is apprehended unless the justice is satisfied that
notice in writing of the intention to apply for a warrant has been given to the occupier.

(6) Every warrant granted under this section shall continue in force until the purpose for
which the entry is required has been satisfied.

(7) A person duly authorised to enter on any land by virtue of this section shall, if so
required, produce evidence of his authority before so entering and may take with him
on to the land such other persons and such equipment as may be necessary.

(8) Any person who wilfully obstructs a person entitled to enter on land by virtue of this
section shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding [F5level 3 on
the standard scale].

(9) In the application of this section to Scotland—
(a) any reference to a justice of the peace includes a reference to the sheriff having

jurisdiction in the place where the land is situated;
(b) for the reference to be sworn information in writing there shall be substituted

a reference to evidence on oath.]
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