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Bail Act 1976
1976 CHAPTER 63

Supplementary

6 Offence of absconding by person released on bail.

(1) If a person who has been released on bail in criminal proceedings fails without
reasonable cause to surrender to custody he shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) If a person who—
(a) has been released on bail in criminal proceedings, and
(b) having reasonable cause therefor, has failed to surrender to custody,

fails to surrender to custody at the appointed place as soon after the appointed time as
is reasonably practicable he shall be guilty of an offence.

(3) It shall be for the accused to prove that he had reasonable cause for his failure to
surrender to custody.

(4) A failure to give to a person granted bail in criminal proceedings a copy of the record of
the decision shall not constitute a reasonable cause for that person’s failure to surrender
to custody.

(5) An offence under subsection (1) or (2) above shall be punishable either on summary
conviction or as if it were a criminal contempt of court.

(6) Where a magistrates’ court convicts a person of an offence under subsection (1) or (2)
above the court may, if it thinks—

(a) that the circumstances of the offence are such that greater punishment should
be inflicted for that offence than the court has power to inflict, or

(b) in a case where it [F1sends] that person for trial to the Crown Court for another
offence, that it would be appropriate for him to be dealt with for the offence
under subsection (1) or (2) above by the court before which he is tried for the
other offence,

commit him in custody or on bail to the Crown Court for sentence.
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(7) A person who is convicted summarily of an offence under subsection (1) or (2) above
and is not committed to the Crown Court for sentence shall be liable to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 3 months or to a fine not exceeding [F2level 5 on the standard
scale] or to both and a person who is so committed for sentence or is dealt with as
for such a contempt shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding [F312
months] or to a fine or to both.

(8) In any proceedings for an offence under subsection (1) or (2) above a document
purporting to be a copy of the part of the prescribed record which relates to the time
and place appointed for the person specified in the record to surrender to custody and
to be duly certified to be a true copy of that part of the record shall be evidence of the
time and place appointed for that person to surrender to custody.

(9) For the purposes of subsection (8) above—
(a) “the prescribed record” means the record of the decision of the court, officer

or constable made in pursuance of section 5(1) of this Act;
(b) the copy of the prescribed record is duly certified if it is certified by the

appropriate officer of the court or, as the case may be, by the constable who
took the decision or a constable designated for the purpose by the officer in
charge of the police station from which the person to whom the record relates
was released;

(c) “the appropriate officer” of the court is—
(i) in the case of a magistrates’ court, the [F4designated officer for the

court];
(ii) in the case of the Crown Court, such officer as may be designated

for the purpose in accordance with arrangements made by the Lord
Chancellor;

(iii) in the case of the High Court, such officer as may be designated
for the purpose in accordance with arrangements made by the Lord
Chancellor;

(iv) in the case of the Court of Appeal, the registrar of criminal appeals or
such other officer as may be authorised by him to act for the purpose;

(v) in the case of the [F5Court Martial Appeal Court], the registrar or such
other officer as may be authorised by him to act for the purpose.

[F6(10) Section 127 of the Magistrates' Courts Act 1980 shall not apply in relation to an offence
under subsection (1) or (2) above.

(11) Where a person has been released on bail in criminal proceedings and that bail was
granted by a constable, a magistrates' court shall not try that person for an offence
under subsection (1) or (2) above in relation to that bail (the “relevant offence”) unless
either or both of subsections (12) and (13) below applies.

(12) This subsection applies if an information is laid for the relevant offence within 6
months from the time of the commission of the relevant offence.

(13) This subsection applies if an information is laid for the relevant offence no later than
3 months from the time of the occurrence of the first of the events mentioned in
subsection (14) below to occur after the commission of the relevant offence.

(14) Those events are—
(a) the person surrenders to custody at the appointed place;
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(b) the person is arrested, or attends at a police station, in connection with the
relevant offence or the offence for which he was granted bail;

(c) the person appears or is brought before a court in connection with the relevant
offence or the offence for which he was granted bail.]
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