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Dock Work Regulation Act 1976
1976 CHAPTER 79

The National Dock Labour Board

1 Reconstitution of Board as body corporate

(1) On the appointed day the National Dock Labour Board constituted under the Dock
Workers Employment Scheme 1967 is dissolved by virtue of this Act; and on that
day there shall come into being a body corporate bearing the same name and having
functions conferred by or under this Act.

(2) The new Board shall consist of a chairman, a vice chairman and twelve other members,
all appointed by the Secretary of State.

(3) Of those other members eight shall be so appointed on the nomination or re-
nomination of the National Joint Council for the Port Transport Industry, four being
appointed to represent dock employers and four to represent dock workers.

(4) The remaining four members of the Board, and the chairman and vice-chairman,
shall be appointed by the Secretary of State after consultation with the National Joint
Council, the Trades Union Congress and the Confederation of British Industry.

(5) Part I of Schedule 1 to this Act has effect with respect to the National Dock Labour
Board, its members, staff and administration; and Part II of that Schedule has effect
with respect to the transfer of functions, property, etc. from the old Board to the new.

(6) Where an enactment or instrument (statutory or other) passed or made before the
appointed day refers to the National Dock Labour Board, it is to be read as referring,
as from that day, to the new Board and not the old, except where the context otherwise
requires.

2 General duty of the Board

(1) The Board, having regard to the public interest, shall keep under review such economic
and industrial developments as appear to them to affect, or be likely to affect, the
performance of work classified under this Act as dock work.
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(2) In the light of those developments they shall consider—
(a) whether current classifications are satisfactory and, if not, the respects in

which they could with advantage be altered;
(b) what (if any) measures should be taken for improving co-operation between

dock employers and dock workers and thereby the efficiency with which such
work is performed.

(3) They shall also keep under review—
(a) the extent to which the skills, aptitudes and experience of dock workers

are adequately deployed, having regard to the amount of such work that is
available; and

(b) the need (if any) to adjust the strength and disposition of the labour force ;
and they shall submit to the Secretary of State from time to time reports and proposals
for action.

(4) In formulating any such proposal, the Board shall examine—
(a) methods of recruitment and training ;
(b) in so far as they are of opinion that the labour force exceeds the foreseeable

requirement, the ways in which it can be reduced or re-deployed, or other
changes can be implemented, without avoidable hardship to the workers
concerned; and

(c) the probable cost to employers of implementing the proposal.

(5) In respect of the matters mentioned above in this section, and cognate matters, the
Board shall maintain regular consultation with the National Ports Council, and with
others appearing to the Board to be concerned.

(6) The Board are responsible for advising the Secretary of State from time to time in
respect of those matters, as and when he may seek such advice or the Board think any
aspect of them ought to be drawn to his attention; and the Board shall also make their
advice available to other persons appearing to them to have an interest.

3 Finances of the Board

(1) The Board may borrow such sums as they require for performing their functions—
(a) from the Secretary of State ; or
(b) with the consent of the Secretary of State, or in accordance with any general

authority given by him, from other persons;
and the Board shall not borrow money otherwise than under this subsection.

(2) The aggregate amount outstanding by way of principal of—
(a) money borrowed by the old Board for which the new Board is liable ; and
(b) money borrowed by the new Board under this section,

shall not exceed £10 million or such greater amount not exceeding £30 million as may
be specified by order of the Secretary of State; and no such order shall be made unless
a draft of the order has been laid before the House of Commons and approved by
resolution of that House.

(3) The Secretary of State may lend to the Board any sums which they have power to
borrow, and any such loans shall be repaid by the Board at such times, and in such
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manner, and interest on the loans shall be paid at such rates and at such times, as he
may from time to time direct.

(4) The Secretary of State may make such grants to the Board towards their expenses
in pursuance of sections 6 to 10 of this Act (reports and recommendations on
classification) as he may determine.

(5) Anything done by the Secretary of State under this section requires the Treasury's
approval.

New Dock Labour Scheme

4 Secretary of State to prepare new Scheme

(1) The Secretary of State shall as soon as may be—
(a) prepare in draft, with a view to its being brought into force area by area, a new

Dock Labour Scheme to replace the 1967 Scheme;
(b) publish notice that the draft Scheme has been prepared, informing persons

interested where they can obtain copies of the draft and giving them at least
sixty days in which to make representations to him about it; and

(c) after making such alterations (if any) as he thinks expedient in the light of
representations so made, lay the draft before Parliament.

(2) If the draft Scheme is approved by a resolution of each House, the Secretary of State
may make orders bringing it into force (in the form of the draft) for areas designated
by the orders, which areas are then to be known as dock labour scheme areas ; but the
whole of any area so designated must be comprised within a definable dock area.

(3) A definable dock area shall comprise any place in Great Britain which is within half a
mile (in a direct line) of a harbour to which this Act applies or of the nearest harbour
land adjacent to such a harbour.

(4) For the purposes of this section, " harbour " and " harbour land " have the meanings
assigned to them by section 57 of the Harbours Act 1964.

(5) Any premises as to which the Board has reported under section 6 of this Act that work
done there is dock work for the purposes of the 1967 Scheme as it applies in any port, or
is so treated by custom and practice, are to be treated as part of the definable dock area
which includes that port, if not otherwise falling to be so treated under subsection (3)
above.

(6) The Secretary of State may, if it appears to him necessary in the light of local
circumstances affecting any particular definable dock area, by order extend that area
(or, having made in relation to it any one or more previous orders under this subsection,
further extend it) by directing the addition to it of any contiguous area.

(7) An order shall not be made under subsection (6) in relation to a definable dock area
unless a draft of the order has been laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution
of the House.

(8) Schedule 2 to this Act has effect as to the steps which are to be taken by the Secretary of
State before making an order under subsection (6) of this section; and where an order
under the subsection is laid before Parliament in draft for the purposes of subsection (7)
there shall be laid with it—
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(a) a statement by the Secretary of State certifying that Schedule 2 has been
complied with ; and

(b) where a public inquiry has been held, a copy of any report and
recommendation made by the person who held the inquiry.

5 Objects of the new Scheme

(1) Subject to this section, the new Scheme may provide for any of the matters specified
in Schedule 3 to this Act.

(2) The Secretary of State shall frame the Scheme with a view—
(a) to securing stability of employment for dock workers and the creation

and maintenance of a permanent labour force of a size and composition
appropriate for the efficient performance of dock work; and

(b) to securing that, wherever the Scheme is in force and subject only to such
exceptions as it may provide, dock work is done by registered dock workers
and not otherwise.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) above and for those of the new Scheme as it has
effect in any area, " dock work " means the work of individuals (whether or not they
are employed by an employer to do it) which, by reference to its description and the
premises where it is done, is classified as dock work by an order made by the Secretary
of State under section 11 of this Act and for the time being in force.

(4) The work that may be classified is any which—
(a) is done or to be done at premises in a definable dock area and is within Part I

of Schedule 4 to this Act and not within Part II of that Schedule ; or
(b) whether or not falling within paragraph (a) above, is reported by the Board to

the Secretary of State under section 6 below as having been dock work for the
purposes of the 1967 Scheme or been so treated by custom and practice.

(5) Any dock workers' registers established by the Scheme may comprise both main
registers and extension registers, and dock workers may under the Scheme be treated
differently according to whether they are registered in the one kind of register or in the
other; but the Scheme shall not include provision as to the circumstances in which, in
the case of a dock worker on an extension register, his employment can be terminated,
or as to his rights on termination of employment.

(6) The Scheme shall not impose any obligations on dock employers who do not employ
workers on classified work.

(7) In respect of any of the matters specified in paragraphs 1 to 3 of Schedule 3 to this
Act, the Scheme may require dock employers and dock workers to accept obligations
arising under a specified collective agreement (as for the time being in force) although
not themselves parties to the agreement; but this is subject to subsection (8) below.

(8) The Scheme shall not include any provision on the following matters—
(a) the membership or non-membership on the part of a worker of a trade union

or of any particular trade union;
(b) the recognition of trade unions by employers or employers' associations, or

any other matter connected with machinery for collective bargaining ;
and where an employer recognises an independent trade union in respect of workers
of his and there is a collective agreement, negotiated by him or on his behalf, with one
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or more trade unions including that trade union, which contains provisions regulating
the terms and conditions of employment of those workers as to any of the matters
mentioned in paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to this Act, nothing in the Scheme shall
have the effect of requiring that employer to observe, in place of those provisions, the
provisions of any other collective agreement.

(9) Without prejudice to the above, the Scheme may—
(a) include such incidental, transitional and commencement provisions as the

Secretary of State thinks expedient; and
(b) contain different provisions for different circumstances and combinations of

circumstances.

(10) The Secretary of State may from time to time make orders amending the new Scheme
(either generally or in relation to one or more dock labour scheme areas), or altering
the boundaries of any such area; and the powers of this section include power to
consolidate the whole or any part of the Scheme as amended (with transitional
provisions and savings, if any).

(11) Where the Secretary of State has it in mind to make an order under subsection (10)
above, he shall publish notice as to the proposed content of the order, informing
persons interested where they can obtain copies of the draft and giving them at least
sixty days in which to make representations to him about it; and the order shall not be
made unless a draft of it has been laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution
of each House.

Arrangements for classifying dock work

6 Review of what is now dock work

(1) Within the period of six months beginning with the appointed day the Board shall
report to the Secretary of State, separately in respect of each of the ports where the
1967 Scheme is in force, how at that port the Scheme is currently applied as respects
the descriptions of work which are for its purposes dock work or are so treated by
custom and practice.

(2) The Board's report in each case shall specify—
(a) every category of such work done in the port, in the period of twelve months

ending with the appointed day, in whose case there were employed to do it
either—

(i) registered dock workers, or
(ii) with permission of the local dock labour board under clause 10 of the

1967 Scheme, persons other than registered dock workers; and
(b) in respect of each category of work, the premises at which it is or was done.

(3) Copies of the Board's report shall be given—
(a) to all those who are, or have been at any time in the period of twelve months

ending with the appointed day, employers of workers on work of any such
category as is specified in subsection (2) above;

(b) to any trade union which is, or at any time in that period was, recognised by
an employer in respect of any such workers ; and

(c) to any other person appearing to the Board to be concerned with the subject
matter of the report.
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(4) A report by the Board under this section may be referred back to them by the Secretary
of State, with his observations, if he thinks it possible that they have misdirected
themselves in relation to any aspect of it; and—

(a) the Board shall then within one month of the reference back report further to
the Secretary of State, taking his observations into account; and

(b) subsection (3) above also applies to this further report.

(5) As soon as may be after receiving a report (or further report) by the Board under this
section relating to any port (but not until all those mentioned in subsection (3) above
have had at least a month in which to make representations), the Secretary of State
shall prepare, with a view to making and bringing into force, an order or orders—

(a) specifying (in such terms as he thinks appropriate) the descriptions of work
referred to in the report, in each case by reference to the premises at which
the work is or has been done ; and

(b) classifying any such description of work (so far as done at those premises) as
dock work for the purposes of the new Scheme.

(6) In this section " port" means any one of the individual ports listed in Appendix 1 to
the 1967 Scheme, together with any area as to which the Board is satisfied that it has
for purposes of that Scheme's application been treated as belonging to the port.

7 Loading and unloading operations

(1) This section applies to any work of loading cargo into ships or unloading cargo from
ships, other than work done in a port where the 1967 Scheme is in force; and for this
purpose " cargo " and " ship " mean the same as in Schedule 4 to this Act and " port"
means the same as in section 6 above.

(2) If during the period of one month beginning with the appointed day, any such work
is done at premises situated in a definable dock area by individuals employed to do
it, then subject to subsection (3) below the employer shall within the period of three
months beginning with that day send to the Board a written statement specifying the
work and giving with respect to it the additional particulars mentioned below.

(3) The obligation to send a statement under this section—
(a) arises only in respect of work which is done in the course of the employer's

business, and for which he is paid (otherwise than by an associated company
of his); and

(b) does not fall on any body corporate established as mentioned in paragraph
9 of Schedule 4 to this Act (nationalised undertakings) or any subsidiary of
such a body, except—

(i) the British Transport Docks Board and its subsidiaries,
(ii) the British Waterways Board and its subsidiaries, in respect of work

done for the purposes of the Board's functions under section 10(1)(b)
of the Transport Act 1962 (provision of port facilities);

and no such statement is required in respect of the loading or unloading of any of the
substances mentioned in paragraph 15 of Schedule 4 to this Act.

(4) The additional particulars required in a statement under this section are—
(a) the address or description of the premises where the work of loading or

unloading cargo was done ;
(b) the name and business address of the employer;
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(c) the minimum and maximum number of individuals who were employed on
the work during the month beginning with the appointed day; and

(d) the name of any trade union which is concerned with the classification of the
work ;

and a trade union is so concerned if the employer recognises it in respect of workers
employed to do (at those premises or elsewhere) any work within Part I of Schedule 4
to this Act and not within Part II of that Schedule.

(5) Where a person is required by subsection (2) above to send the statement there referred
to, it shall be an offence for him—

(a) to fail to send the statement within the three months there mentioned; or
(b) to include in a statement furnished in purported compliance with the

subsection any matter which he knows to be false or does not believe to be
true ;

and a person guilty of an offence under this subsection shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine of not more than £400.

(6) On receiving the statement the Board shall—
(a) forthwith inform any trade union named in it of the contents of the statement

and the effect of this section and sections 10 and 11 below and invite the union
to make representations within one month; and

(b) after considering any representations received from employers and trade
unions concerned and within nine months from the appointed day (or such
longer period as the Secretary of State may allow in the case of any particular
work), report to the Secretary of State whether or not they recommend that
the whole or any part of the work specified in the statement, so far as done at
the premises there specified, be classified for the future as dock work.

(7) The Board shall not so recommend if the work appears to them to be within Part II of
Schedule 4 to this Act; but subject to this they shall, in preparing their report for the
Secretary of State, consider whether the work—

(a) is such that those employed on it need training, aptitudes and experience the
same as, or similar to, those of registered dock workers ; and

(b) requires for its efficient performance the engagement of a permanent labour
force ;

and in so far as their opinion on those questions is affirmative those shall
(in the absence of countervailing considerations) be grounds for recommending
classification.

(8) The Board shall for the purposes of their report consult such persons as appear to them
to be concerned with its subject matter; and they shall in particular consult—

(a) the National Ports Council as to any relevant responsibilities of that Council
under the Harbours Act 1964 ;

(b) the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food as to any relevant
responsibilities of his in relation to fishery harbours; and

(c) the Secretary of State as to any relevant responsibilities of his (under the
Harbours Act 1964, or otherwise) in relation to marine works in Scotland.

(9) The Board shall in their report—
(a) record for the Secretary of State the views of those they have consulted and

also any representations made by the employers and trade unions concerned;
and
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(b) state whether or not the Board have it in mind to make any recommendation
under section 8 below in respect of other work done or to be done, under the
same employer, at or near the same premises.

(10) Copies of the Board's report shall be given—
(a) to all those who are employers of workers on work to which the report relates ;
(b) to any trade union which is recognised by such an employer in respect of any

such workers ; and
(c) to any other person appearing to the Board to be concerned with the subject

matter of the report,
together with an intimation by the Board that they have one month in which to make
representations to the Secretary of State.

8 Cargo-handling operations in general

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board may, in the case of any work done or
to be done at premises situated in a definable dock area and falling within Part I of
Schedule 4 to this Act and not within Part II of that Schedule, report to the Secretary
of State with a recommendation that the work, or some specified part of it, so far as
done at those premises, be classified for the future as dock work.

(2) The Board's recommendation must specify—
(a) the address or description of the premises where the work is, or is to be, done ;
(b) the name of the person (" the employer ") for whom the work is, or is to be,

done ; and
(c) the name of any trade union which is concerned with the classification of the

work ;
and a trade union is so concerned if the employer recognises it in respect of workers
employed to do (at those premises or elsewhere) any work within Part I of Schedule 4
to this Act and not within Part II of that Schedule.

(3) In Part I of Schedule 5 to this Act there is set out the procedure, by way of giving
notices to and inviting representations from employers, trade unions and others, which
is to be complied with before the Board make any recommendation to the Secretary
of State under this section; and Part II of that Schedule applies as to the terms of the
recommendation and the manner of making it, and the action to be taken after it has
been made.

(4) The Board may under that Schedule determine that there are prima facie grounds for
making a recommendation if it appears to them that the work—

(a) is, or is to be, done by way of substitution for other work previously done by
registered dock workers, whether at the same premises or elsewhere ; or

(b) is such that those employed on it need training, aptitudes and experience the
same as, or similar to, those of registered dock workers; or

(c) is for the time being done wholly or mainly by workers employed as casual
labour.

(5) The Board shall not on any one or more of those grounds alone, and without more,
make a recommendation under this section with respect to the work; but they shall
consider in particular, as well as all other matters appearing to them to be relevant—

(a) whether the work requires for its efficient performance the engagement of a
permanent labour force ;
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(b) whether classification of the work would assist the making or improvement
of arrangements—

(i) for creating and maintaining an adequate labour force both for that
work and for other work that is or may be classified;

(ii) for rationalising the deployment of labour on any such work ; and
(iii) for removing such anomalous distinctions between different

categories of workers as may impede the efficient performance of the
work, or dock work in general, or impede the development of good
labour relations; and

(c) whether classification of the work would adversely affect—
(i) the efficient performance of other work done at the same premises,

having regard to the amount of that work, as compared with the
amount of work under consideration, and the extent to which that
work is integrated with the work under consideration ; or

(ii) the maintenance of good labour relations among workers employed
at those premises.

(6) The Board shall for the purposes of their recommendation consult such persons as
appear to them to be concerned with its subject matter; and they shall in particular
consult—

(a) the National Ports Council as to any relevant responsibilities of that Council
under the Harbours Act 1964;

(b) the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food as to any relevant
responsibilities of his in relation to fishery harbours or the storage of food ; and

(c) the Secretary of State as to any relevant responsibilities of his (under the
Harbours Act 1964, or otherwise) in relation to marine works in Scotland.

(7) The Board shall in their recommendation record for the Secretary of State the views
of those they have consulted, and also any representations made to them about it.

9 Reference by Secretary of State to the Board

(1) The Secretary of State may, after consultation with the Trades Union Congress and
the Confederation of British Industry, direct the Board to take into consideration any
work, done or to be done at premises situated in a definable dock area, with a view to
the Board making a recommendation (if they think it right to do so)—

(a) in the case of work within Part I of Schedule 4 to this Act and not within Part II
of that Schedule, that it should, so far as done at those premises, be classified
for the future as dock work ; or

(b) in the case of any work which is for the time being classified, that it should
cease to be so.

(2) Having given the Board such a direction, the Secretary of State shall publish notice
that he has done so, informing persons interested where they can obtain a copy of the
direction, and giving them at least sixty days in which to make representations to the
Board.

(3) The Board shall, within such time or extended time as the Secretary of State may allow
them, report to him their opinion on the matters they were directed by him to consider.

(4) The Board shall include in their report—
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(a) such recommendation (if any) as they think it right to make with regard to
classification or de-classification of the work or any part of it and their reasons
for making that recommendation ; and

(b) where they determine not to make a recommendation, their reasons why not;
and

(c) a record of any representations made to them, and the consultations they have
had, on the matters in question.

(5) The Secretary of State shall publish the Board's report, together with a statement—
(a) indicating whether or not he proposes to take any action following the report,

and if so what that action is to be; and
(b) where the report recommends the taking of any action and he determines not

to take it, or determines to take some different action, his reasons for that
determination.

(6) Without prejudice to the above, the Secretary of State may at any time refer to the
Board for their advice any question relating to work which has been classified.

10 Registration after work is classified

(1) The following provisions of this section apply whenever the Board recommend that
work should be classified, or report to the Secretary of State, on a reference by him
under section 9(1)(a), without making such a recommendation.

(2) They shall include in their recommendation or report proposals, for the event that any
work which they have recommended for classification or (as the case may be) they
have considered on the reference, should be classified, as to the safeguards which
should be provided for the existing workforce, that is to say those persons who will
have been employed to do that work prior to its classification.

(3) If in the case of any of the existing workforce the Board are of opinion that there
are special reasons why they should not, after the work is classified, be eligible for
registration yet should continue entitled to be employed in the work notwithstanding
the general prohibition of section 12(4) below, that opinion shall be embodied in the
Board's proposals under subsection (2).

(4) As respects all others of the existing workforce, the Board shall include in their
proposals a recommendation as to the period (not to be more than 2 years) for which
these others ought to remain included in an extension register before being transferred
from that register to a main register.

11 Classification orders

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Secretary of State may by order applying
to any description of work done or to be done at specified premises situated in a
definable dock area, direct that the work, so far as done at those premises, be classified
as dock work for the purposes of the new Scheme, or shall cease to be so classified.

(2) Subject to subsection (4) below, orders directing that work be classified shall be made
only as and when the Secretary of State thinks it expedient—

(a) for preserving as dock work under the new Scheme (pursuant to a report by
the Board under section 6) any work which was dock work for the purposes
of the old Scheme, or so treated by custom and practice ; or
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(b) for giving effect to a recommendation of the Board under section 7, 8 or 9.

(3) Also subject to subsection (4), an order that work shall cease to be classified shall be
made only as and when the Secretary of State thinks it expedient for giving effect to
a recommendation of the Board under section 9.

(4) In the case of work which has been the subject of a direction to the Board under
section 9, the Secretary of State may, after considering the Board's report, make an
order under this section directing that the work be classified or, as the case may be,
that it shall cease to be classified, notwithstanding that this is contrary to the Board's
opinion; but an order is not to be made by virtue of this subsection unless a draft of it
has been laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each House.

(5) Where the Secretary of State makes an order under this section directing, in the case of
work done or to be done at any premises, that it be classified as dock work, he may also
by the order direct that, as respects any category of persons who have been employed
to do that work in a specified period before the order comes into force, the Scheme
is to be applied and have effect subject to provisions of the order, being provisions
considered appropriate by him for giving effect (with or without modifications) to any
proposals made by the Board under section 10 above.

12 Effect of introducing the new Scheme

(1) An order of the Secretary of State bringing the new Scheme into force for an area
comprising any of the ports specified in Schedule 1 to the 1966 Act shall—

(a) comprise an order by him under section 2(3) of that Act removing that port
from the Schedule, with such transitional and saving provisions (if any) as he
thinks appropriate having regard to the effect of that removal on the operation
of the 1966 Act, or otherwise; and

(b) operate so that the 1967 Scheme and also any welfare amenity scheme under
Part II of the 1966 Act cease to have any effect in or in relation to that area,
subject to such transitional provisions and savings (if any) as may be contained
in the order.

(2) Section 58(2) of the 1966 Act (consultation) does not apply to an order under
section 2(3) of that Act, where made by virtue of subsection (1)(a) above.

(3) As from the Scheme's coming into force in any area, section 51 of the 1966 Act
(reference to tribunal of disputes about what is " dock work ") shall not apply to any
question relating to work done or to be done in that area.

(4) Where by virtue of section 5(3) of this Act and orders made under section 11 any
description of work done or to be done at premises in a dock labour scheme area is
dock work for the purposes of the new Scheme, then except in so far as provision
excluding this subsection is made by the Scheme or by an order of the Secretary of
State under section 11, it shall be an offence—

(a) for a person other than a registered dock employer or the Board to engage
a person for employment, or employ him, in either case to do work of that
description at those premises ; or

(b) subject to subsection (5) below, for a person other than a registered dock
worker to do such work there (whether or not under an employer); or

(c) for a registered dock worker to do such work there otherwise than under an
employer;
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(d) for a registered dock employer to engage a person for employment, or employ
him, in either case to do such work there, unless the person is a registered
dock worker;

and a person guilty of an offence under this subsection shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine of not more than £400, or on conviction on indictment to a fine.

(5) It is not an offence under subsection (4)(b) above for a person to do such work on those
premises if, at the time he does the work, he is the employer of some other person
also doing it there.

(6) In subsection (4) above " registered", in relation to a dock worker, means registered
under the new Scheme, whether in a main register or an extension register.

13 Financial provisions

(1) Any sums required by the Secretary of State—
(a) for making loans to the Board under section 3(3) of this Act, or for making

them grants under section 3(4) ;
(b) for making payments to and in respect of the chairman and vice-chairman of

the Board under paragraph 4 of Schedule 1,
shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament; and there shall also be so paid
any increased administrative expenses of the Secretary of State which are attributable
to this Act.

(2) Sums received by the Secretary of State in pursuance of this Act shall be paid into
the Consolidated Fund.

Miscellaneous and general

14 Continuation of certain statutory exceptions

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, section 1 of the Redundancy Payments Act 1965
(rights on termination of employment) shall not apply to any person in respect of his
employment as a registered dock worker, unless it is employment by virtue of which
he is wholly or mainly engaged in work which is not dock work.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply where—
(a) the person became a registered dock worker in consequence of having been

employed on work which became classified;
(b) at the date of the termination of his employment he has been continuously

employed since a time before that work was classified ; and
(c) as a result of the termination he ceases to be a registered dock worker.

(3) Subject to any provision of the new Scheme as to circumstances in which a dock
worker is to be treated as continuing in the employment of an employer, the provisions
of Schedule 1 to the Contracts of Employment Act 1972 (computation of period of
employment) and, so far as they modify that Schedule, the provisions of any order
under section 10 of that Act and any regulations under paragraph 30(3) of Schedule 1
to the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974 have effect for the purposes of
subsection (2) in determining for what period an employee has been continuously
employed; and, for the purposes of that subsection, a person's employment during any
period is, unless the contrary is shown, presumed to have been continuous.
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(4) Section 31 of the Redundancy Payments Act 1965 (refund of contributions) applies to
employees excluded by subsection (1) from entitlement to payments under that Act.

(5) Sections 1 to 8 of the Contracts of Employment Act 1972 (employee's rights under
his contract) shall not apply to any registered dock worker except when engaged in
work which is not dock work.

(6) The enactments listed below do not apply to employment as a registered dock worker,
other than employment by virtue of which the employee is wholly or mainly engaged
in work which is not dock work—

(a) Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974, Schedule 1, paragraph 4 (right
not to be unfairly dismissed);

(b) Employment Protection Act 1975—
section 22 (right to guarantee payment),
section 29 (right to remuneration on suspension on medical grounds),
section 61 (time off to look for work etc.),
sections 64 and 65 (employee's rights etc., on employer's insolvency),
section 70 (written statement of reasons for dismissal), and
sections 99 and 100 (consultation and notification as to redundancy).

(7) The Secretary of State may by order vary or revoke any of the provisions of
subsections (1), (5) and (6) above; such an order may contain such transitional and
other supplemental and incidental provisions as appear to him to be expedient. No such
order shall be made unless a draft of it has been laid before Parliament and approved
by a resolution of each House.

(8) In this section—
" dock work ", in relation to a dock worker registered under the 1967

Scheme, means the same as in that Scheme and in relation to one registered
under the new Scheme means any work which, by reference to what it is or
where it is done, is classified ; and

" registered ", in relation to a worker who is registered under the new
Scheme, means registered in a main register thereunder, and not in an
extension register.

15 Interpretation

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
" the 1966 Act " means the Docks and Harbours Act 1966 ;
" definable dock area " has the meaning given by section 4 ;
" collective agreement " means an agreement or arrangement made by

or on behalf of one or more trade unions and one or more employers or
employers' associations and relating to one or more of the matters specified
in section 29(1) of the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act 1974, and "
collective bargaining " means negotiations relating to or connected with one
or more of those matters ;

" classified " means classified as dock work for the purposes of the new
Scheme by means of orders under section 11 of this Act, and " classification
" and " declassification " are to be construed accordingly;
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" dock labour scheme area " means an area designated by an order under
section 4(2) as one for which the new Scheme is to be in force (with or without
alteration by amending order under section 5(10));

" harbour " has the same meaning as in the Harbours Act 1964;
" independent trade union " has the same meaning as in the Trade Union

and Labour Relations Act 1974 ;
" the Board " means the National Dock Labour Board constituted by

section 1 (being also referred to in this Act as " the new Board ");
" the old Board " means the National Dock Labour Board constituted under

the 1967 Scheme and dissolved by section 1 ;
" premises " includes any place ;
" recognised " in relation to a trade union means (and cognate expressions

shall be construed accordingly) recognised by an employer, to any extent,
for the purpose of collective bargaining, and a union shall be treated as so
recognised if the Advisory Conciliation and Arbitration Service has made a
recommendation for such recognition under the Employment Protection Act
1975 which is operative within the meaning of section 15 of that Act;

" registered " (subject to sections 12(6) and 14(8)) means registered under
the 1967 Scheme or under the new Scheme ;

" the 1967 Scheme " means the scheme made under the Dock Workers
(Regulation of Employment) Act 1946 and set out (as varied) in Schedule 2
to the Dock Workers (Regulation of Employment) (Amendment) Order 1967;

" the new Scheme " means the Scheme to be made and brought into force
by the Secretary of State under section 4 of this Act; and

" subsidiary " has the same meaning as in the Transport Act 1962.

(2) Anything which by this Act is required to be published by the Secretary of State may be
published by him in the London or Edinburgh Gazette (or both) or by such alternative
or additional means as the Secretary of State thinks expedient for the purpose of
informing the persons, organisations and authorities concerned with the subject matter
of the publication.

(3) For purposes of this Act, a company is an associated company of another if—
(a) either one of them (directly or indirectly) has control of the other; or
(b) both of them are companies of which a third person (directly or indirectly)

has control.

16 Orders

(1) Orders under this Act shall be made by statutory instrument; and such an order shall
be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament
unless it is made under section 3(2) or 17(1), or it consists or is comprised in an order
a draft of which has been laid before Parliament under this Act and approved by a
resolution of each House.

(2) It shall be conclusive that an order is made in accordance with subsection (2) or (3)
of section 11 if it contains a statement by the Secretary of State that it is so made,
identifying the relevant report or recommendation by the Board.

(3) An order under section 14(7) may be varied or revoked by a subsequent order under
that subsection; orders under any other provision of this Act may be revoked by a
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subsequent order of the Secretary of State if he is satisfied that, being superseded by
a later order, it no longer has any practical effect.

17 Commencement and repeals

(1) This Act shall come into force on a day appointed by the Secretary of State by order;
and different days may be so appointed for different provisions of the Act.

(2) In sections 1, 6 and 7 of this Act, and in Schedule 1, " the appointed day " means
whatever day is appointed by such an order for the coming into force of the particular
section or Schedule.

(3) As soon as the Secretary of State is satisfied that the 1967 Scheme is no longer in
operation for any part of Great Britain, he may by order repeal, as from such date as
may be specified by the order, any or all of the following, namely—

(a) the Dock Workers (Regulation of Employment) Act 1946;
(b) Parts I and II of the Docks and Harbours Act 1966; and
(c) any other enactment contained in the 1966 Act which appears to the Secretary

of State to be spent, or no longer necessary, in consequence of this Act or
those repeals,

with such transitional provisions or savings (if any) as the Secretary of State thinks
appropriate; and in the case of any enactment repealed by an order under this
subsection, section 38 of the Interpretation Act 1889 (effect of repeals) shall apply as
if the repeal of that enactment were effected by this Act as from the date specified by
the Secretary of State's order.

(4) The enactments specified in Schedule 6 to this Act are hereby repealed to the extent
specified in the third column of that Schedule.

18 Citation and extent

(1) This Act may be cited as the Dock Work Regulation Act 1976.

(2) This Act, except section 1(6), does not extend to Northern Ireland.


