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Patents Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 37

PART I

NEW DOMESTIC LAW

Employees’ inventions

39 Right to employees’ inventions.

(1) Notwithstanding anything in any rule of law, an invention made by an employee shall,
as between him and his employer, be taken to belong to his employer for the purposes
of this Act and all other purposes if—

(a) it was made in the course of the normal duties of the employee or in the
course of duties falling outside his normal duties, but specifically assigned to
him, and the circumstances in either case were such that an invention might
reasonably be expected to result from the carrying out of his duties; or

(b) the invention was made in the course of the duties of the employee and, at
the time of making the invention, because of the nature of his duties and the
particular responsibilities arising from the nature of his duties he had a special
obligation to further the interests of the employer’s undertaking.

(2) Any other invention made by an employee shall, as between him and his employer,
be taken for those purposes to belong to the employee.

[F1(3) Where by virtue of this section an invention belongs, as between him and his employer,
to an employee, nothing done—

(a) by or on behalf of the employee or any person claiming under him for the
purposes of pursuing an application for a patent, or

(b) by any person for the purpose of performing or working the invention,
shall be taken to infringe any copyright or design right to which, as between him
and his employer, his employer is entitled in any model or document relating to the
invention.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 39(3) added by Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (c. 48, SIF 67A), s. 295, Sch. 5 para.

11(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/48/section/295
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/48/schedule/5/paragraph/11/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/48/schedule/5/paragraph/11/1
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 56(4)(a)(iiia) and word added by S.I. 2006/1056 Sch. para. 2(b) (This amendment

comes into force on the day on which 2005 asp 13, s. 20 comes into force, see art.
1(2)(b))

– s. 63(3)(a) words in s. 63(3) renumbered as s. 63(3)(a) by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4)
(Amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by
S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch. 4)

– s. 63(3)(b) and word inserted by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4) (Amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch.
4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056/schedule/paragraph/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16/section/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16/section/2/4

