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Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 23

PART X

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

112 Oaths and affidavits.

(1) The Lord Chief Justice may, in accordance with rules of court, appoint persons to act,
subject to such conditions and such limits as to territory, duration or purpose as he may
specify in the appointment, as commissioners for oaths or notaries public and, subject
to those conditions and limits, the respective persons so appointed may exercise all
the powers and shall perform all the duties conferred by the law of Northern Ireland
on commissioners for oaths or notaries public, as the case may be.

(2) A commissioner for oaths may, by virtue of his commission, in Northern Ireland or
elsewhere, administer any oath or take any affidavit for the purposes of any court or
matter in Northern Ireland, including any matters relating to applications for notarial
faculties and matters relating to the registration of any instrument, whether under a
statutory provision or otherwise, and take any bail or recognizance in or for the purpose
of any civil proceeding in the High Court or the Court of appeal.

(3) Every person who, being an officer of or performing duties in relation to any court,
is for the time being so authorised by the Lord Chancellor or by a judge of the court,
or by or in pursuance of any rules or orders regulating the procedure of the court, and
every person directed to take an examination in any cause or matter in the High Court
or the Court of Appeal, shall have authority to administer any oath or take any affidavit
required for any purpose connected with his duties.

(4) Any oath or affidavit required for the purpose of any court or matter in Northern
Ireland, or for the purpose of the registration of any instrument in any part of the
United Kingdom, may be taken or made in any place out of Northern Ireland before
any person having authority to administer an oath in that place.
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(5) In the case of a person having such authority otherwise than by the law of a foreign
country, judicial and official notice shall be taken of his seal or signature affixed,
impressed or subscribed to or on any such oath or affidavit.

(6) Every commissioner before whom any oath or affidavit is taken or made under this
Act shall state truly in the jurat or attestation at what place and on what date the oath
or affidavit is taken or made.

(7) In this section “affidavit” includes statutory or other declaration, acknowledgment,
examination, and attestation or protestation of honour.
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