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Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 23

PART VIII

RULES OF LAW IN JUDICIAL MATTERS GENERALLY

86 Concurrent administration of law and equity to continue.

(1) Every court exercising jurisdiction in Northern Ireland in a civil cause or matter shall
continue to administer law and equity upon the basis that, wherever there is any
conflict or variance between the rules of equity and the rules of the common law with
reference to the same matter, the rules of equity shall prevail.

(2) Every such court shall give the same effect as heretofore:—
(a) to all equitable estates, titles, rights, remedies, reliefs, counterclaims and

defences and to all equitable duties and liabilities; and
(b) subject thereto, to all legal claims and demands and all estates, titles, rights,

duties, obligations and liabilities existing by common law or by any custom
or created by any statute,

and shall ensure that, as far as possible and subject to any statutory provision
(including subsection (3)) to the contrary, all matters in dispute in a cause or matter
before it may be completely and finally determined without further proceedings in
respect thereof.

(3) Without prejudice to any other powers exercisable by it, a court, acting on equitable
grounds, may stay any proceedings or the execution of any of its process subject to
such conditions as it thinks fit.

(4) Nothing in this Act shall authorise a cause or proceeding pending in the High Court
or the Court of Appeal to be stayed by prohibition or injunction.
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