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Adoption (Scotland) Act 1978
1978 CHAPTER 28

PART I

THE ADOPTION SERVICE

Welfare of children

6 Duty to promote welfare of child.

In reaching any decision relating to the adoption of a child, a court or adoption agency
shall have regard to all the circumstances, first consideration being given to the need to
safeguard and promote the welfare of the child throughout his childhood; and shall so
far as practicable ascertain the wishes and feelings of the child regarding the decision
and give due consideration to them, having regard to his age and understanding.

VALID FROM 01/04/1997

[F16A Duty to consider alternatives to adoption.

In complying with its duties under section 6 of this Act, an adoption agency shall,
before making any arrangements for the adoption of a child, consider whether
adoption is likely best to meet the needs of that child or whether for him there
is some better, practicable, alternative; and if it concludes that there is such an
alternative it shall not proceed to make those arrangements.]
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 6A applied (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/3266, reg. 11(5)

7 Religious upbringing of adopted child.

An adoption agency shall in placing a child for adoption have regard (so far as is
practicable) to any wishes of the child’s parents and guardians as to the religious
upbringing of the child.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 7 applied (1.4.1997) by S.I. 1996/3266, reg. 11(5)
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