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Employment Protection
(Consolidation) Act 1978

1978 CHAPTER 44

PART V

UNFAIR DISMISSAL

Meaning of unfair dismissal

61 Dismissal of replacement

(1) Where an employer—
(a) on engaging an employee informs the employee in writing that his

employment will be terminated on the return to work of another employee who
is, or will be, absent wholly or partly because of pregnancy or confinement;
and

(b) dismisses the first-mentioned employee in order to make it possible to give
work to the other employee;

then, for the purposes of section 57(1)(b), but without prejudice to the application of
section 57(3), the dismissal shall be regarded as having been for a substantial reason
of a kind such as to justify the dismissal of an employee holding the position which
that employee held.

(2) Where an employer—
(a) on engaging an employee informs the employee in writing that his

employment will be terminated on the end of a suspension such as is referred
to in section 19 of another employee; and

(b) dismisses the first-mentioned employee in order to make it possible to allow
the other employee to resume his original work;

then, for the purposes of section 57(1)(b), but without prejudice to the application of
section 57(3), the dismissal shall be regarded as having been for a substantial reason
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of a kind such as to justify the dismissal of an employee holding the position which
mat employee held.


