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Public Lending Right Act 1979
1979 CHAPTER 10

3 The scheme and its administration

(1) As soon as may be after this Act comes into force, the Secretary of State shall prepare
the draft of a scheme for its purposes and lay a copy of the draft before each House
of Parliament.

(2) If the draft scheme is approved by a resolution of each House, the Secretary of State
shall bring the scheme into force (in the form of the draft) by means of an order in a
statutory instrument, to be laid before Parliament after it is made; and the order may
provide for different provisions of the scheme to come into force on different dates.

(3) The scheme shall be so framed as to make entitlement to public lending right
dependent on, and its extent ascertainable by reference to, the number of occasions
on which books are lent out from particular libraries, to be specified by the scheme or
identified in accordance with provision made by it.

(4) For this purpose, " library "—
(a) means any one of a local library authority's collections of books held by them

for the purpose of being borrowed by the public ; and
(b) includes any such collection which is taken about from place to place.

(5) The scheme may provide for requiring local library authorities—
(a) to give information as and when, and in the form in which, the Registrar may

call for it or the Secretary of State may direct, as to loans made by them to the
public of books in respect of which public lending right subsists, or of other
books ; and

(b) to arrange for books to be numbered, or otherwise marked or coded, with a
view to facilitating the maintenance of the register and the ascertainment and
administration of public lending right.

(6) The Registrar shall, by means of payments out of the Central Fund, reimburse to local
library authorities any expenditure incurred by them in giving effect to the scheme,
the amount of that expenditure being ascertained in accordance with such calculations
as the scheme may prescribe.
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(7) Subject to the provisions of this Act (and in particular to the foregoing provisions of
this section), the scheme may be varied from time to time by the Secretary of State,
after such consultation as is mentioned in section 1(2) above, and the variation brought
into force by an order in a statutory instrument, subject to annulment in pursuance
of a resolution of either House of Parliament; and the variation may comprise such
incidental and transitional provisions as the Secretary of State thinks appropriate for
the purposes of continuing the scheme as varied.

(8) The Secretary of State shall in each year prepare and lay before each House of
Parliament a report on the working of the scheme.


