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Wages Councils Act 1979

1979 CHAPTER 12

PART I

WAGES COUNCILS

Abolition of, or variation of field of operation of, wages councils

(1) The Secretary of State may at any time abolish a wages council by order made—

(a) to give effect to an application in that behalf made to him in accordance with
section 5 below, or

(b) without any such application, subject however to the provisions of section 6
below.

(2) The Secretary of State may at any time by order vary the field of operation of a wages
council.

(3) The power of the Secretary of State to make an order under this section varying the
field of operation of a wages council shall include power to vary that field by excluding
from it any employers to whom there for the time being applies, as members of an
organisation named in the order, an agreement, to which the organisation or any other
organisation of which it is a member or on which it is represented, is a party, regulating
remuneration or other terms or conditions of employment of their employees.

(4) Any organisation so named shall if it has not already done so furnish the Secretary of
State with a list of its members and shall from time to time, and also if so required by
the Secretary of State, furnish him with particulars of any changes in their membership
which have occurred since the list was furnished or, as the case may be, when
particulars were last furnished to him.

(5) An order under this section abolishing or varying the field of operation of one or more
wages councils may include provision for the establishment of one or more wages
councils operating in relation to all or any of the workers in relation to whom the first
mentioned council or councils would have operated but for the order, and such other
workers, if any, as may be specified in the order.
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(6) Where an order of the Secretary of State under this section directs that any workers
shall be excluded from the field of operation of one wages council and brought within
the field of operation of another, the order may provide that anything done by, or
to give effect to proposals made by, the first-mentioned council shall have effect in
relation to those workers as if it had been done by, or to give effect to proposals made
by, the second-mentioned council and may make such further provision as appears to
the Secretary of State to be expedient in connection with the transition.

(7) Where an order of the Secretary of State under this section directs that a wages council
shall be abolished or shall cease to operate in relation to any workers, then, save as is
otherwise provided by the order, anything done by, or to give effect to proposals made
by the wages council shall, except as respects things previously done or omitted to be
done, cease to have effect or, as the case may be, cease to have effect in relation to the
workers in relation to whom the council ceases to operate.

(8) Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect with respect to the making of orders under
this section.



