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Customs and Excise
Management Act 1979

1979 CHAPTER 2

PART XI

DETENTION OF PERSONS, FORFEITURE AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

Forfeiture

142 Special provision as to forfeiture of larger ships.

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the Customs and Excise Acts 1979, a ship of
250 or more tons register shall not be liable to forfeiture under or by virtue of any
provision of the Customs and Excise Acts 1979, except under section 88 above, unless
the offence in respect of or in connection with which the forfeiture is claimed—

(a) was substantially the object of the voyage during which the offence was
committed; or

(b) was committed while the ship was under chase by a vessel in the service of
Her Majesty after failing to bring to when properly summoned to do so by
that vessel.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a ship shall be deemed to have been properly
summoned to bring to—

(a) if the vessel making the summons did so by means of an international signal
code or other recognised means and while flying her proper ensign; and

(b) in the case of a ship which is not a British ship, if at the time when the
summons was made the ship was [F1in United Kingdom waters].

(3) For the purposes of this section, all hovercraft (of whatever size) shall be treated as
ships of less than 250 tons register.

(4) The exemption from forfeiture of any ship under this section shall not affect any
liability to forfeiture of goods carried therein.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words substituted by Territorial Sea Act 1987 (c. 49, SIF 29:1), s. 3 para. 4(3)(d)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/49/section/3/paragraph/4/3/d
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 95(1A)(1B) inserted by 2023 c. 30 s. 110(2)
– s. 119(7) inserted by S.I. 2022/109 reg. 2(3)(f) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. The affecting statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made
under a procedure which meant that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing
unless it was debated and approved in Parliament within that time. It was not debated
and approved within 28 days, so it has expired with no effect.)

– s. 160(2A) inserted by 2023 c. 30 Sch. 13 para. 26(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/30/section/110/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/109
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/109/regulation/2/3/f
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/30/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/30/schedule/13/paragraph/26/3

