
Status: Point in time view as at 30/11/2011. This version of this provision has been superseded.
Changes to legislation: Customs and Excise Management Act 1979, Section 163A is up to date with all changes known

to be in force on or before 14 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Customs and Excise
Management Act 1979

1979 CHAPTER 2

PART XII

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS

General powers, etc.

[F1163A Power to search articles.

(1) Without prejudice to any other power conferred by the Customs and Excise Acts 1979,
where there are reasonable grounds to suspect that a person in the United Kingdom
(referred to in this section as “the suspect”) has with him, or at the place where he is,
any goods to which this section applies, an officer may—

(a) require the suspect to permit a search of any article that he has with him or
at that place, and

(b) if the suspect is not under arrest, detain him (and any such article) for so long
as may be necessary to carry out the search.

(2) The goods to which this section applies are dutiable alcoholic liquor, or tobacco
products, which are—

(a) chargeable with any duty of excise, and
(b) liable to forfeiture under the customs and excise Acts.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (4) of section 24 of the M1Criminal Law
(Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995 (detention and questioning by customs officers),
detention of the suspect under subsection (1) above shall not prevent his subsequent
detention under subsection (1) of that section.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 163A inserted (28.7.2000) by 2000 c. 17, s. 26

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/17
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Marginal Citations
M1 1995 c. 39.
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