
Changes to legislation: Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, Cross Heading: Sums adjudged to be paid by an
order is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 24 June 2024. There are changes

that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 43

PART III U.K.

SATISFACTION AND ENFORCEMENT

Sums adjudged to be paid by an order

92 Restriction on power to impose imprisonment for default. E+W

(1) A magistrates’ court shall not exercise its power under section 76 above to issue a
warrant to commit to prison a person who makes default in paying a sum adjudged to
be paid by an order of such a court except where the default is under—

F1(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(b) an order [F2made by a court under regulations under section 23 of the

Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (payment by
individual in respect of legal aid)] ; or

(c) an order for the payment of any of the taxes, contributions, premiums or
liabilities specified in Schedule 4 to the M1Administration of Justice Act 1970.

(2) This section does not affect the power of a magistrates’ court to issue such a warrant
as aforesaid in the case of default in paying a sum adjudged to be paid by a conviction,
or treated (by any enactment relating to the collection or enforcement of fines, costs,
compensation or forfeited recognizances) as so adjudged to be paid.

(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F3

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 92(1)(a) omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

49(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/61/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/10/paragraph/49/a
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F2 Words in s. 92(1)(b) substituted (1.4.2013) by Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders
Act 2012 (c. 10), s. 151(1), Sch. 5 para. 16; S.I. 2013/453, art. 3(h) (with savings and transitional
provisions in S.I. 2013/534, art. 6)

F3 S. 92(3) repealed by Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42, SIF 49:7), s. 33(2)(4), Sch. 3 paras. 1, 6,
Sch. 4

Marginal Citations
M1 1970 c. 31.

F493 Complaint for arrears. E+W

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 Ss. 93-95 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

49(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

F494 Effect of committal on arrears.  E+W

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 Ss. 93-95 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

49(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

F494A Interest on arrears. E+W

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 Ss. 93-95 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

49(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

F495 Remission of arrears and manner in which arrears to be paid. E+W

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F4 Ss. 93-95 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 10 para.

49(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(d) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)
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96 Civil debt: complaint for non-payment. E+W

(1) A magistrates’ court shall not commit any person to prison or other detention in default
of payment of a sum enforceable as a civil debt or for want of sufficient [F5goods]
to satisfy such a sum except by an order made on complaint and on proof to the
satisfaction of the court that that person has, or has had since the date on which the
sum was adjudged to be paid, the means to pay the sum or any instalment of it on
which he has defaulted, and refuses or neglects or, as the case may be, has refused or
neglected to pay it.

(2) A complaint under this section may be made at any time notwithstanding anything in
this or any other Act.

(3) Where on any such complaint the defendant is committed to custody, such costs
incurred by the complainant in proceedings for the enforcement of the sum as the court
may direct shall be included in the sum on payment of which the defendant may be
released from custody.

Textual Amendments
F5 Word in s. 96(1) substituted (6.4.2014) by Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007 (c. 15), s. 148,

Sch. 13 para. 55 (with s. 89); S.I. 2014/768, art. 2(1)(b)

[F696A Application of Part III to persons aged 17 to 20. E+W

This Part of this Act shall have effect in relation to a person [F7aged 18] or over but
less than 21 as if any reference to committing a person to prison, or fixing a term of
imprisonment for a default, were a reference to committing the person to, or, as the case
may be, to fixing a term of, detention under [F8section 108 of the M2Powers of Criminal
Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000]; and any reference to warrants of commitment, or to
periods of imprisonment imposed for default, shall be construed accordingly.]

Textual Amendments
F6 S. 96A inserted by Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 77, Sch. 14 para. 54
F7 Words in s. 96A substituted (1.10.1992) by Criminal Justice Act 1991 (c. 53, SIF 39:1), ss. 68, 101(1),

Sch. 8 para. 6(3), Sch. 12 para. 22(1); S.I. 1992/333, art. 2(2), Sch. 2
F8 Words in s. 96A substituted (28.5.2000) by 2000 c. 6, ss. 165, 168(1), Sch. 9 para. 70 (which Sch. 9

para. 70 of the amending Act is repealed (prosp.) by 2000 c. 43, ss. 74, 75, 80(1), Sch. 7 Pt. II para.
203(2), Sch. 8)

Marginal Citations
M2 2000 c. 6.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/148
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/schedule/13/paragraph/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/89
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/768
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/768/article/2/1/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/77
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/schedule/14/paragraph/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/53/section/68
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/53/section/101/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/53/schedule/8/paragraph/6/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1991/53/schedule/12/paragraph/22/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/333
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/333/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1992/333/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/6/section/165
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/6/section/168/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/6/schedule/9/paragraph/70
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/section/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/section/75
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/section/80/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7/part/II/paragraph/203/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7/part/II/paragraph/203/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/6


4 Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 (c. 43)
Document Generated: 2024-06-24

Changes to legislation: 
Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, Cross Heading: Sums adjudged to be paid by an order is up to date
with all changes known to be in force on or before 24 June 2024. There are changes that may be
brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by 2017 anaw 2 Sch. 3 para. 18(5)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(6A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(5)
– s. 1(6A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 3(4) (Effect not applied as (6A)

was only inserted prospectively.)
– s. 1(7A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(6)
– s. 12(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(3)
– s. 12(5A)-(5F) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(6)
– s. 17A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(2)(b)
– s. 17B(1A)-(1F) substituted for s. 17B(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(b)
– s. 17B(5) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(d)
– s. 17BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 7
– s. 17ZA-17ZC inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(2)
– s. 18(1)-(1B) substituted for s. 18(1) by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(a)
– s. 18(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(b)
– s. 18(6) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(c)
– s. 20(7A)(7B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(8)(c)
– s. 22(2A)-(2E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(9)(a)
– s. 22A(1A)-(1E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(3)(b)
– s. 23(1A)-(1G) substituted for s. 23(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(b)
– s. 23(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(d)
– s. 24A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(11)(b)
– s. 24BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(5)
– s. 24ZA24ZB inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 8
– s. 75A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(1)
– s. 85(5) inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(4)
– s. 139A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(6)
– s. 145(1A) inserted by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 3 para. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 3 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– s. 145(1A) repealed by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 4 Pt. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– Sch. 6A (entry) by 2000 c. 43 Sch. 7 para. 69

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2/schedule/3/paragraph/18/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36/paragraph/8/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/schedule/11/paragraph/3/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36/paragraph/8/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/4/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/4/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/2/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/6/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/9/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/6/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/4/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/11/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/3/paragraph/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/4/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7/paragraph/69

