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Solicitors (Scotland) Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 46

PART IV

COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

The Scottish Solicitors’ Discipline Tribunal

51 Complaints to Tribunal.

(1) A complaint may be made to the Tribunal by the Council; and, for the purpose of
investigating and prosecuting complaints, the Council may appoint a solicitor to act
as fiscal.

(2) The persons mentioned in subsection (3) may report to the Tribunal any case where
it appears that a solicitor may have been guilty of professional misconduct (including
any case where it appears that a solicitor may have been seeking to make extraordinary
and apparently unjustified claims against his client [F1or against the Scottish Legal Aid
Fund]) [F2or an incorporated practice may have failed to comply with any provision
of this Act or of rules made under this Act applicable to it][F3or a solicitor or an
incorporated practice may have provided inadequate professional services], and any
such report shall be treated by the Tribunal as a complain under subsection (1).

(3) The persons referred to in subsection (2) are—
(a) the Lord Advocate;

[F4(aa) the Advocate General for Scotland]
(b) any judge;

[F5(ba) the Dean of the Faculty of Advocates;]
(c) the Auditor of the Court of Session;
(d) the Auditor of any sheriff court.

[F6(e) the Scottish Legal Aid Board.]
[F7(f) the Scottish legal services ombudsman.]
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[F8(4) Where a report is made to the Tribunal under subsection (2) the Tribunal may, if
it thinks fit, appoint a solicitor to prosecute the complaint and the expenses of the
solicitor, so far as not recoverable from the solicitor complained against, shall be paid
out of the funds of the Tribunal.]
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