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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART IX

LAWFUL AND UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Obstruction of highways and streets

140 Removal of builders’ skips.

(1) The following provisions of this section have effect in relation to a builder’s skip
deposited on a highway notwithstanding that it was deposited on it in accordance with
a permission granted under section 139 above.

(2) The highway authority for the highway or a constable in uniform may require the
owner of the skip to remove or reposition it or cause it to be removed or repositioned.

(3) [F1A person required to remove or reposition, or cause to be removed or repositioned,
a skip under a requirement made by virtue of subsection (2) above shall comply with
the requirement as soon as practicable, and if he fails to do so he is guilty of an offence
and liable to a fine not exceeding [F2level 3 on the standard scale].]

(4) The highway authority for the highway or a constable in uniform may themselves
remove or reposition the skip or cause it to be removed or repositioned.

(5) Where a skip is removed under subsection (4) above, the highway authority or, as the
case may be, the chief officer of police shall, where practicable, notify the owner of
its removal, but if the owner cannot be traced, or if after a reasonable period of time
after being so notified he has not recovered the skip, the highway authority or chief
officer of police may dispose of the skip and its contents.

(6) Any expenses reasonably incurred by a highway authority or chief officer of police in
the removal or repositioning of a skip under subsection (4) above or the disposal of a
skip under subsection (5) above may be recovered from the owner of the skip in any
court of competent jurisdiction or summarily as a civil debt.
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(7) Any proceeds of the disposal of a skip under subsection (5) above shall be used in
the first place to meet the expenses reasonably incurred in the removal and disposal
of the skip and thereafter any surplus shall be given to the person entitled to it if he
can be traced and if not may be retained by the highway authority or the chief officer
of police, as the case may be; and any surplus so retained by a chief officer of police
shall be paid into the police fund.

(8) References in this section to expenses incurred in the removal of a skip include
references to expenses incurred in storing the skip until it is recovered by the owner
or, as the case may be, disposed of.

(9) The owner of a skip is not guilty of an offence under section 139(4) above of failing
to secure that a condition relating to the siting of the skip was complied with if the
failure resulted from the repositioning of the skip under subsection (3) or (4) above.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 140(3) ceases to have effect in part (18.12.2013 ss. 1(3), 3) by virtue of London Local Authorities

and Transport for London Act 2013 (c. v), s. 9(9)
F2 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38, 46

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 140(9) modified (18.12.2013 ss. 1(3), 3) by London Local Authorities and Transport for London

Act 2013 (c. v), s. 9(10)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5/section/9/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/48/section/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukla/2013/5/section/9/10


Highways Act 1980 (c. 66)
Document Generated: 2024-07-12

3

Changes to legislation: 
Highways Act 1980, Section 140 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
12 July 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 79(15)(aa) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 54(b)
– s. 90B(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 15(3)
– s. 90C(2)(2A) substituted for s. 90C(2) by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 16(3)
– s. 90FA inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 20
– s. 118ZA(5)(a) words inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 25(3)
– s. 120(3ZA) inserted by 2000 c. 37 Sch. 6 para. 13(6)
– s. 121E(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 23(5)
– s. 146(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(6)(d)
– s. 147(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(3)
– s. 147(5A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 24(5)
– s. 203(2)(b)(ia) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(2)(b)
– s. 219(1)(a)(i)(ii) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(3)
– s. 220(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(4)(b)
– s. 223(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(b)
– s. 223(5A) inserted by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(d)
– s. 223(5B)-(6) s. 223(6) renumbered as s. 223(5B)(6) by S.I. 2023/908 reg. 6(5)(e)
– s. 322(5)(ab) inserted by 2004 c. 18 s. 64(2)
– s. 325(2B) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 10 para. 21
– s. 337(c) inserted by 2024 asc 3 Sch. 3 para. 2(10)(b)
– Sch. 6 para. 1(3ZA) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(2)(b)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(2ZA)-(2ZE) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(3)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(4) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(4)
– Sch. 6 para. 2(5)(6) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(5)
– Sch. 6 para. 2ZZA inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(6)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(2) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(7)(c)
– Sch. 6 para. 5(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(8)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) words renumbered as Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7

para. 8(7)(a)
– Sch. 6 para. 4A(1) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 7 para. 8(7)(b)
– Sch. 6 Pt. 1 para. 2B(4) inserted by 2015 c. 20 s. 25(6)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13/paragraph/54/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/15/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/16/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/25/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/37/schedule/6/paragraph/13/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/23/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/6/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/24/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/908/regulation/6/5/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/18/section/64/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/10/paragraph/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2024/3/schedule/3/paragraph/2/10/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/schedule/7/paragraph/8/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/20/section/25/6

