
Changes to legislation: Highways Act 1980, Section 153 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 22 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART IX

LAWFUL AND UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Obstruction of highways and streets

153 Doors etc. in streets not to open outwards.

(1) A door, gate or bar which is put up on any premises and opens on a street shall be so put
up as not to open outwards unless, in the case of a door, gate or bar put up on a public
building, the local authority for the area in which the building is situated and also, if
the street is a highway, the highway authority consent to its being otherwise put up.

(2) Where a door, gate or bar is put up on any premises in contravention of subsection (1)
above the local authority for the area in which the premises are situated or alternatively,
if the street concerned is a highway, the highway authority may, by notice to the
occupier, require him to alter, so as not to open outwards, the door, gate or bar.

(3) A notice under subsection (2) above may, at the option of the highway authority or
local authority, be served on the owner of the premises instead of on the occupier or
may be served on both the owner and the occupier of the premises.

(4) A person aggrieved by the refusal of a consent under subsection (1) above or by a
requirement under subsection (2) above may appeal to a magistrates’ court.

(5) Subject to any order made on appeal, if a person on whom a notice under subsection (2)
above is served fails to comply, within 8 days from the date of service of the notice
on him, with a requirement of the notice, he is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine
not exceeding [F1level 1 on the standard scale].

(6) Where a highway authority or local authority serve a notice under subsection (2)
above on any person and he is guilty of an offence by reason of his failure to comply
with a requirement of the notice within the time specified in subsection (5) above,
then, whether or not proceedings are taken against him in respect of the offence, the
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authority may do the work required by the notice and recover the expenses reasonably
incurred by them in so doing from the owner or occupier of the premises if, in either
case, he is a person on whom the notice was served.

(7) Where a requirement under subsection (2) above is made in connection with a door,
gate or bar not put up by the occupier of the premises Schedule 13 to this Act applies
in relation to any sum paid by the occupier in complying with a requirement under
subsection (2) above or, where the requirement is not complied with, in reimbursing
the authority for expenses reasonably incurred by them under subsection (6) above.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46
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