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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART XII

ACQUISITION, VESTING AND TRANSFER OF LAND ETC.

Transfer of property and liabilities on change of status of highway etc.

[F1266A Transfer of property and liabilities upon a highway becoming or ceasing to be a
GLA road.

(1) This section applies where, by virtue of an order made by the Greater London
Authority under section 14B(2) above, a highway or proposed highway becomes, or
ceases to be, a GLA road.

(2) As from the operative date there are transferred to the new highway authority by virtue
of this section—

(a) the property mentioned in subsection (4) below, in so far as, immediately
before the operative date, it was vested in the former highway authority for
the purposes of their functions in relation to the transferred highway, and

(b) all liabilities incurred by any such authority for the purposes of its functions
in relation to the transferred highway and not discharged before the operative
date, other than loans and loan charges,

and the property and liabilities so transferred vest, by virtue of this section, in the new
highway authority.

(3) There is not transferred to the new highway authority by virtue of this section any
right or liability in respect of—

(a) work done, services rendered, goods delivered, or money due for payment,
before the operative date, or

(b) damages or compensation for any act or omission before that date, or
(c) the price of, or compensation for, any land purchased, or for which a contract

to purchase has been concluded, before that date.
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(4) The property referred to in subsection (2)(a) above is—
(a) land, other than land—

(i) vested in the former highway authority for the purpose of being
used for the storage of materials required wholly or mainly for the
maintenance and improvement of other highways, or

(ii) acquired for the improvement or development of frontages to the
highway, or of land adjoining or adjacent to the highway, and

(b) all other property (including unexpended balances of any grants paid by the
Minister to the former highway authority), other than—

(i) materials to be used for the maintenance or improvement of the
highway, and

(ii) the unexpended balances of any loans raised by the former highway
authority.

(5) Any property vested in the new highway authority by virtue of this section shall be
held by it subject to all covenants, conditions and restrictions subject to which the
property was held by the former highway authority and to all liabilities affecting the
property, except liabilities referred to in subsection (3) above.

(6) The new highway authority and the former highway authority may agree, on such
terms as they think fit—

(a) that any property or liabilities (except loans and loan charges) acquired or
incurred by the former highway authority for the purposes of their functions
in relation to the transferred highway, other than property or liabilities
transferred to the new highway authority by virtue of this section, shall be
transferred to the new highway authority, or

(b) that any property or liabilities transferred to the new highway authority by
virtue of this section shall be re-transferred to the former highway authority.

(7) Any dispute between the new highway authority and any other person as to the
property or liabilities transferred by virtue of this section shall be determined by
arbitration.

(8) Paragraphs 1 and 3 to 8 of Schedule 21 to this Act shall have effect for the purpose
of providing for transitional matters arising where a highway or proposed highway
becomes, or ceases to be, a GLA road as it applies where a highway becomes, or ceases
to be, a trunk road; but in having such effect those paragraphs shall be treated as if—

(a) for the references to a trunk road there were substituted references to a GLA
road, and

(b) for the references to the Minister[F2 or a strategic highways company] there
were substituted references to the new highway authority (within the meaning
of this section).

(9) For the purposes of this section—
“ former highway authority ” means the highway authority for the

transferred highway immediately before the operative date;
“ new highway authority ” means the highway authority for the transferred

highway immediately after the operative date;
“ operative date ” means the date on which the highway or proposed

highway becomes, or ceases to be, a GLA road;
“ property ” includes property, rights and powers of every description; and
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“ transferred highway ” means the highway or proposed highway which is
the subject of the order under section 14B(2) above. ]
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