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Disabled Persons Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 43

An Act to impose on highway authorities and other persons executing or proposing to
execute works on highways a duty to have regard to the needs of disabled and blind
persons; to amend the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1967 in relation to persons who
improperly seek to avail themselves of concessions provided for disabled persons; to
impose a duty on planning authorities in England and Wales to draw the attention
of persons to whom they grant planning permission to certain statutory and other
provisions relating to access for disabled persons to buildings and other premises used
by the public; to require local authorities in England and Wales when serving a notice
under section 20 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to draw
the attention of the person on whom it is served to certain statutory and other provisions
relating to the needs of disabled persons; to make further provision for the display of
signs giving information as to such access; to require the Secretary of State to lay before
Parliament a report as to proposals for ensuring or facilitating the improvement of means
of access to such buildings and premises; to amend the law relating to the duty to make
provision for the needs of disabled persons using certain buildings and premises; to
facilitate the making of corresponding amendments to the law of Northern Ireland; and
for connected purposes. [27th July 1981]

Highways and road traffic

1 Needs of the disabled and blind.

(1) The following section shall be inserted after section 175 of the M1Highways Act 1980
and section 27 of the M2Roads (Scotland) Act 1970, as section 175A of the former and
section 27A of the latter—
 Duty to have regard to needs of disabled and blind in executing works, etc.

(1) In executing works in a street which may impede the mobility of disabled
persons or blind persons highway authorities, local authorities and any other
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person exercising a statutory power to execute works on a highway shall have
regard to the needs of such persons.

(2) Any such authority or person as is mentioned in subsection (1) above shall
have regard to the needs of disabled persons and blind persons when placing
lamp-posts, bollards, traffic-signs, apparatus or other permanent obstructions
in a street.

(3) Highway authorities shall have regard to the needs of disabled persons when
considering the desirability of providing ramps at appropriate places between
carriageways and footways.

(4) In executing in a street any such works as are mentioned in subsection (1)
above, any such authority or person as is mentioned in that subsection shall
have regard to the need of blind persons to have any openings, whether
temporary or permanent, in the street, properly protected.

(5) Section 28 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970 (power
to define certain expressions for the purposes of provisions of that Act) shall
have effect as if any reference in it to a provision of that Act included a
reference to this section.”

(2) The following paragraph shall be inserted in subsection (1) of section 50 of the Roads
(Scotland) Act 1970, after the definition of “ statutory undertakers”—

““street” , for the purposes of section 27A of this Act, means a road or a
footpath;.”

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 The text of ss. 1, 4, 5, 6(1)–(5) and 7 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not

reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been
made prior to 1.2.1991.

Marginal Citations
M1 1980 c. 66.
M2 1970 c. 20.

2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F1

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 2 repealed with saving by Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (c. 27, SIF 107:1), ss. 144, 146, Sch.

10 para. 18, Sch. 14

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F2

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1980/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/43/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27/section/144
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27/section/146
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27/schedule/10/paragraph/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27/schedule/10/paragraph/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/27/schedule/14


Disabled Persons Act 1981 (c. 43)
Document Generated: 2024-07-14

3

Status: Point in time view as at 01/02/1991. This version of this Act contains provisions that are prospective.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects

for the Disabled Persons Act 1981. (See end of Document for details)

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 3 repealed by Planning (Consequential Provisions) Act 1990 (c. 11, SIF 123:1), s. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. I,

Sch. 3 paras. 1, 2, 4, 6

4 Duty to draw attention to provisions as to access— Sanitary appliances at places
of entertainment.

The following subsections shall be inserted after subsection 10 of section 20 of the
M3 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (provision of sanitary
appliances at places of entertainment)—

“(11) A notice under this section shall draw the attention of the person on whom it
is served—

(a) to sections 6(1) and 7 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons
Act 1970; and

(b) to the Code of Practice for Access for the Disabled to Buildings.

(12) In subsection (11) of this section “the Code of Practice for Access for the
Disabled to Buildings” means, subject to subsection (13) of this section, the
British Standards Institution code of practice referred to as BS 5810: 1979.

(13) Section 28 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970 (power to
define certain expressions for the purposes of provisions of that Act) shall have
effect as if any reference in it to a provision of that Act included a reference
to this section.”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 The text of ss. 1, 4, 5, 6(1)–(5) and 7 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not

reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been
made prior to 1.2.1991.

Marginal Citations
M3 1976 c. 57.

5 Signs indicating provision for the disabled.

The following section shall be substituted for section 7 of the M4Chronically Sick and
Disabled Persons Act 1970—

“7  Signs at buildings etc.

(1) Where any provision required by or under section 4, 5, 6, 8 or 8A of this Act
is made at a building or premises—

(a) a notice or sign indicating that provision is made for the disabled shall
be displayed outside the building or premises or so as to be visible from
outside the building or premises; and

(b) notices or signs shall be displayed in the building or on the premises
indicating the places where such provision is made and appropriate
routes for persons who are disabled to get to those places.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/43/section/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/section/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/schedule/1/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/schedule/3/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/schedule/3/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/schedule/3/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/11/schedule/3/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1976/57
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(2) Subsection (1)(a) above applies to a sanitary convenience provided elsewhere
than in a building, and not itself being a building, as it applies to a building.

(3) Where parking facilities for persons who are disabled are provided under
section 4 of this Act, notices or signs shall be displayed indicating an
appropriate route for such persons to get from the place where the parking
facilities are provided to the building or premises in connection with which
they are provided.”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 The text of ss. 1, 4, 5, 6(1)–(5) and 7 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not

reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been
made prior to 1.2.1991.

Marginal Citations
M4 1970 c. 44.

PROSPECTIVE

F36 Further provision as to duty to provide for needs of the disabled.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F3 S. 6 repealed (22.7.2004) by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 2004 (c. 14), Sch. 1 Pt. 13

7 Duty of Secretary of State to report on proposals as to access to buildings etc. for
the disabled.

The following section shall be inserted after section 8A of that Act:—

“8B  Report by Secretary of State on improvement of means of access.

(1) The Secretary of State shall lay before Parliament a report on his proposals
for ensuring or facilitating the improvement of means of access for disabled
persons—

(a) to buildings or premises such as are mentioned in sections 4, 8 and 8A
above;

(b) to public sanitary conveniences; and
(c) to sanitary conveniences provided in any of the places mentioned in

subsection (2) below.

(2) the places referred to in subsection (1)(c) above are—
(a) a place which is normally used or is proposed to to be normally used

for any of the following purposes, namely—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1970/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1981/43/section/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/14/schedule/1/part/13
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(i) the holding of any entertainment, exhibition or sporting event
to which members of the public are admitted either as
spectators or otherwise,

(ii) the sale of food or drink to members of the public for
consumption at the place;

(b) a place which is used on some occasion or occasions or is proposed
to be used on some occasion or occasions for any of the purposes
aforesaid; and

(c) a betting office.”.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 The text of ss. 1, 4, 5, 6(1)–(5) and 7 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not

reproduced in Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been
made prior to 1.2.1991.

Supplementary

8 Extension to Northern Ireland.

An Order in Council made under paragraph 1(1)(b) of Schedule 1 to the Northern
Ireland Act 1974 which contains a statement that its purposes correspond to those of
this Act shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament instead of the Order or a draft of the Order being subject to the procedure
set out in paragraph 1(4) or (5) of that Schedule.

9 Short title, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Disabled Persons Act 1981.

(2) Subject to section 6(6) above, this Act shall come into force at the expiration of the
period of three months beginning with the date on which it is passed.

(3) With the exception of section 8 above this Act does not extend to Northern Ireland.
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