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Acquisition of Land Act 1981

1981 CHAPTER 67

PART I

GENERAL
Supplemental

Local inquiries

(1) For the purposes of the execution of his powers and duties under this Act, a Minister
may cause to be held such public local inquiries as are directed by this Act and such
other public local inquiries as he may think fit.

(2) Subsections (2) and (3) of section 250 of the Local Government Act 1972 (giving of
evidence on inquiries) shall apply to a public local inquiry held in pursuance of this
Act.

(3) In relation to—
(a) aproposed acquisition of land by an authority other than a Minister, or
(b) the proposed extinction under Part VI of this Act of a right of way over land
acquired or proposed to be acquired by an authority other than a Minister,

subsections (4) and (5) of the said section 250 (defraying of costs of inquiries) shall
apply to a public local inquiry held in pursuance of this Act.

Service of documents

(1) Any notice or other document required or authorised to be served under this Act may
be served on any person either by delivering it to him, or by leaving it at his proper
address, or by post, so however that the document shall not be duly served by post
unless it is sent by registered letter, or by the recorded delivery service.

(2) Any such document required or authorised to be served upon an incorporated company
or body shall be duly served if it is served upon the secretary or clerk of the company
or body.
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(3) For the purposes of this section and of section 7 of the Interpretation Act 1978 the
proper address of any person upon whom any such document as aforesaid is to be
served shall, in the case of the secretary or clerk of any incorporated company or body,
be that of the registered or principal office of the company or body, and in any other
case be the last known address of the person to be served:

Provided that where the person to be served has furnished an address for service, his
proper address for the purposes aforesaid shall be the address furnished.

(4) If the authority or Minister having jurisdiction to make the order in connection with
which the document is to be served is satisfied that reasonable inquiry has been made
and that it is not practicable to ascertain the name or address of an owner, lessee
or occupier of land on whom any such document as aforesaid is to be served, the
document may be served by addressing it to him by the description of " owner ", "
lessee " or " occupier " of the land (describing it) to which it relates, and by delivering it
to some person on the premises or, if there is no person on the premises to whom it may

be delivered, by affixing it or a copy of it to some conspicuous part of the premises:

Provided that this subsection shall not have effect in relation to an owner, lessee or
occupier being a local authority or statutory undertakers or the National Trust.



