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SCHEDULES

[F'SCHEDULE 3D

TEXT OF THE 1996 HAGUE CONVENTION

Textual Amendments
F1  Sch. 3D inserted (31.12.2020) by Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020
(c.24),s.4(3), Sch. 1 (with s. 3(1))

CONVENTION ON JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, RECOGNITION,
ENFORCEMENT AND CO-OPERATION IN RESPECT OF PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY AND MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

CHAPTER V

CO-OPERATION

Article 29

(1) A Contracting State shall designate a Central Authority to discharge the duties which
are imposed by the Convention on such authorities.

(2) Federal States, States with more than one system of law or States having autonomous
territorial units shall be free to appoint more than one Central Authority and to specify
the territorial or personal extent of their functions. Where a State has appointed
more than one Central Authority, it shall designate the Central Authority to which
any communication may be addressed for transmission to the appropriate Central
Authority within that State.

Article 30

(1) Central Authorities shall co-operate with each other and promote co-operation
amongst the competent authorities in their States to achieve the purposes of the
Convention.

(2) They shall, in connection with the application of the Convention, take appropriate
steps to provide information as to the laws of, and services available in, their States
relating to the protection of children.

Article 31

(1) The Central Authority of a Contracting State, either directly or through public
authorities or other bodies, shall take all appropriate steps to—
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(a) facilitate the communications and offer the assistance provided for in
Articles 8 and 9 and in this Chapter;

(b) facilitate, by mediation, conciliation or similar means, agreed solutions for
the protection of the person or property of the child in situations to which
the Convention applies;

(¢) provide, on the request of a competent authority of another Contracting State,
assistance in discovering the whereabouts of a child where it appears that
the child may be present and in need of protection within the territory of the
requested State.

Article 32

On a request made with supporting reasons by the Central Authority or other competent
authority of any Contracting State with which the child has a substantial connection, the Central
Authority of the Contracting State in which the child is habitually resident and present may,
directly or through public authorities or other bodies,

(a) provide a report on the situation of the child;

(b) request the competent authority of its State to consider the need to take measures for
the protection of the person or property of the child.

Article 33

(1) If an authority having jurisdiction under Articles 5 to 10 contemplates the placement
of the child in a foster family or institutional care, or the provision of care by kafala
or an analogous institution, and if such placement or such provision of care is to take
place in another Contracting State, it shall first consult with the Central Authority or
other competent authority of the latter State. To that effect it shall transmit a report on
the child together with the reasons for the proposed placement or provision of care.

(2) The decision on the placement or provision of care may be made in the requesting
State only if the Central Authority or other competent authority of the requested State
has consented to the placement or provision of care, taking into account the child's
best interests.

Article 34

(1) Where a measure of protection is contemplated, the competent authorities under the
Convention, if the situation of the child so requires, may request any authority of
another Contracting State which has information relevant to the protection of the
child to communicate such information.

(2) A Contracting State may declare that requests under paragraph 1 shall be
communicated to its authorities only through its Central Authority.

Article 35

(1) The competent authorities of a Contracting State may request the authorities of
another Contracting State to assist in the implementation of measures of protection
taken under this Convention, especially in securing the effective exercise of rights
of access as well as of the right to maintain direct contacts on a regular basis.
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(2) The authorities of a Contracting State in which the child does not habitually reside
may, on the request of a parent residing in that State who is seeking to obtain or to
maintain access to the child, gather information or evidence and may make a finding
on the suitability of that parent to exercise access and on the conditions under which
access is to be exercised. An authority exercising jurisdiction under Articles 5 to 10
to determine an application concerning access to the child, shall admit and consider
such information, evidence and finding before reaching its decision.

(3) An authority having jurisdiction under Articles 5 to 10 to decide on access may
adjourn a proceeding pending the outcome of a request made under paragraph 2, in
particular, when it is considering an application to restrict or terminate access rights
granted in the State of the child's former habitual residence.

(4) Nothing in this Article shall prevent an authority having jurisdiction under Articles
5 to 10 from taking provisional measures pending the outcome of the request made
under paragraph 2.

Article 36

In any case where the child is exposed to a serious danger, the competent authorities of the
Contracting State where measures for the protection of the child have been taken or are under
consideration, if they are informed that the child's residence has changed to, or that the child is
present in another State, shall inform the authorities of that other State about the danger involved
and the measures taken or under consideration.

Article 37

An authority shall not request or transmit any information under this Chapter if to do so would,
in its opinion, be likely to place the child's person or property in danger, or constitute a serious
threat to the liberty or life of a member of the child's family.

Article 38

(1) Without prejudice to the possibility of imposing reasonable charges for the provision
of services, Central Authorities and other public authorities of Contracting States
shall bear their own costs in applying the provisions of this Chapter.

(2) Any Contracting State may enter into agreements with one or more other Contracting
States concerning the allocation of charges.

Article 39

Any Contracting State may enter into agreements with one or more other Contracting States with
a view to improving the application of this Chapter in their mutual relations. The States which
have concluded such an agreement shall transmit a copy to the depositary of the Convention.]
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