
Status: Point in time view as at 31/10/2009.
Changes to legislation: Criminal Justice Act 1982, Introductory Text is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 30 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes

that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

Criminal Justice Act 1982
1982 CHAPTER 48

An Act to make further provision as to the sentencing and treatment of offenders
(including provision as to the enforcement of fines and the standardisation of fines and
of certain other sums specified in enactments relating to the powers of criminal courts);
to make provision for the prescribing of criteria for the placing and keeping of children
in different descriptions of accommodation in community homes; to amend the law of
Scotland relating to the mode of trial of certain offences and the recall of witnesses;
to amend the law of England and Wales relating to the remand in custody of accused
persons and to the grant of bail to persons convicted or sentenced in the Crown Court;
to abolish (subject to savings) the right of a person accused in criminal proceedings
under the law of England and Wales to make an unsworn statement; and for connected
purposes. [28th October 1982]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1 Act extends to England and Wales only but for exceptions to this see s. 81(2)-(13)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 By Criminal Justice Act 1991 (c. 53, SIF 39:1), s. 101(1), Sch. 12 para. 23; S.I. 1991/2208, art. 2(1),

Sch. 1 it is provided (14.10.1991) that in relation to any time before the commencement of s. 70 of
that 1991 Act (which came into force on 1.10.1991 by S.I. 1992/333, art. 2(2), Sch. 2) references in
any enactment amended by that 1991 Act, to youth courts shall be construed as references to juvenile
courts.
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