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Representation of the People Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 2

PART I

PARLIAMENTARY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FRANCHISE AND ITS EXERCISE

Registration of parliamentary and local government electors

[F110 Maintenance of registers: annual canvass.

(1) Each registration officer shall conduct an annual canvass in relation to the area for
which he acts for the purpose of ascertaining the persons who are for the time being
entitled to be, or to remain, registered in his registers.

(2) The canvass for any year shall be conducted by reference to residence on 15th October
in that year.

(3) A canvass shall not, however, be concerned with—
(a) the registration of persons in respect of residence in penal institutions (within

the meaning of section 3 above) or mental hospitals (within the meaning of
section 7 above) or other places at which persons to whom section 7A above
applies may be detained; or

(b) the registration of persons in pursuance of—
(i) declarations of local connection,

(ii) service declarations, or
(iii) overseas electors’ declarations.

(4) The form to be used for the purposes of a canvass shall be either a form prescribed for
those purposes or a form to the same effect.

(5) In connection with a canvass a registration officer may, for the purpose of—
(a) supplementing the information obtained by the use of any such form, or
(b) where any such form has not been returned, obtaining any information

designed to be obtained by the use of the form,
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make such house to house inquiries as he thinks fit.

(6) On the conclusion of a canvass a registration officer shall make such alterations in
his registers as fall to be made in accordance with section 10A below as a result of
the canvass.

(7) In this section “residence” means residence for the purposes of section 4 above.]
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