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Mental Health Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 20

PART X

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

Miscellaneous provisions

133 Duty of managers of hospitals to inform nearest relatives of discharge.

(1) Where a patient liable to be detained under this Act in a hospital or [F1registered
establishment] is to be discharged otherwise than by virtue of an order for
discharge made by his nearest relative, the managers of the hospital or [F1registered
establishment] shall, subject to subsection (2) below, take such steps as are practicable
to inform the person (if any) appearing to them to be the nearest relative of the patient;
and that information shall, if practicable, be given at least seven days before the date
of discharge.

[F2(1A) The reference in subsection (1) above to a patient who is to be discharged includes a
patient who is to be discharged from hospital under section 17A above.

(1B) Subsection (1) above shall also apply in a case where a community patient is
discharged under section 23 or 72 above (otherwise than by virtue of an order for
discharge made by his nearest relative), but with the reference in that subsection to
the managers of the hospital or registered establishment being read as a reference to
the managers of the responsible hospital.]

(2) Subsection (1) above shall not apply if the patient or his nearest relative has requested
that information about the patient’s discharge should not be given under this section.
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