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Medical Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 54

[F1PART 5A

RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS

[F145A Requirement to nominate or appoint responsible officer

(1) The appropriate authority may by regulations make provision for or in connection
with requiring designated bodies to nominate or appoint persons who are to have such
responsibilities as may be conferred on them by virtue of section 45B.

(2) A person who is so nominated or appointed by a designated body is to be known as its
responsible officer (but this is subject to any provision made by virtue of subsection (5)
(e)).

(3) In this Part “designated body” means—
(a) a body falling within any description of bodies prescribed for the purposes of

this section, or
(b) any other body prescribed for those purposes.

(4) The descriptions of bodies, or particular bodies, that may be so prescribed are
descriptions of bodies, or particular bodies, appearing to the appropriate authority—

(a) to provide, or arrange for the provision of, health care, or
(b) to employ or contract with medical practitioners.

(5) Regulations under this section may make provision—
(a) for conditions that must be satisfied in relation to a person if that person is to be

nominated or appointed as, or remain as, a responsible officer of a designated
body,

(b) authorising or requiring a designated body to nominate or appoint more than
one responsible officer,

(c) for a single person to be nominated or appointed as the responsible officer for
each of two or more designated bodies where those bodies are satisfied as to
the prescribed matters,
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(d) requiring a designated body that has a responsible officer to provide to the
officer, or, if that designated body does not employ the officer, to the employer
of the officer, funds and other resources necessary for enabling the officer to
discharge the officer's prescribed responsibilities as a responsible officer for
the designated body,

(e) for the persons nominated or appointed as mentioned in subsection (1) to be
known by such name as is prescribed, and

(f) for making such amendments of any enactment as appear to the appropriate
authority to be required in connection with any provision made by virtue of
paragraph (e).

(6) The conditions imposed under subsection (5)(a) may in particular include a
requirement for the designated body to consult the General Council before nominating
or appointing any person as a responsible officer for the body.

(7) Regulations under this section may in prescribed cases provide that a responsible
officer for a designated body is to be nominated by the appropriate authority instead
of the designated body.

(8) In this section—
“enactment” includes any provision of, or any instrument made under,

Northern Ireland legislation;
“health care” means services provided to individuals for or in connection

with the prevention, diagnosis or treatment of illness;
“illness” has the same meaning as in section 25(1) of the Health Act 2006.]
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