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Dentists Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 24

PART I U.K.

THE GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL

1 Constitution and general duties of the Council. U.K.

(1) There shall continue to be a body corporate known as the General Dental Council (in
this Act referred to as “the Council”).

[F1(1ZA) The over-arching objective of the Council in exercising their functions under this Act
is the protection of the public.

(1ZB) The pursuit by the Council of their over-arching objective involves the pursuit of the
following objectives—

(a) to protect, promote and maintain the health, safety and well-being of the
public;

(b) to promote and maintain public confidence in the professions regulated under
this Act; and

(c) to promote and maintain proper professional standards and conduct for
members of those professions.]

[F2(1A) When exercising their functions under this Act, the Council shall have proper regard
for—

(a) the interests of persons using or needing the services of registered dentists or
registered dental care professionals in the United Kingdom; and

(b) any differing interests of different categories of registered dentists or
registered dental care professionals.]

[F3(2) The Council shall, when exercising their functions under this Act, have a general
concern—

(a) to promote high standards of education at all its stages in all aspects of
dentistry; F4...

F4(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(2A) The Council shall be constituted as provided by order of the Privy Council.
F5(2B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]

(3) Part I of Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect in relation to the Council [F6and, in
particular, subsection (2A) above is subject to the provisions of that Part].

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 1(1ZA)(1ZB) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28),

s. 6(4), Sch. para. 1(2)(a); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)
F2 S. 1(1A) inserted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous

Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para.
1(a) (with arts. 9, 10)

F3 S. 1(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 1(2)-(2C) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the
amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 3 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F4 S. 1(2)(b) and preceding word omitted (26.9.2016) by virtue of Health and Social Care (Safety and
Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s. 6(4), Sch. para. 1(2)(b); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)

F5 S. 1(2B) omitted (1.10.2009) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous
Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(9), Sch. 1 para. 1(b)
(with arts. 9, 10); S.I. 2009/1357, art. 2(2)(a)(ii)

F6 Words in s. 1(3) added (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(2) of the amending S.I.) by S.I.
2001/3926, art. 1, 3(b)

2 Committees of the Council. U.K.

[F7(1) There shall continue to be committees of the Council known as—
(a) the Professional Conduct Committee; and
(b) the Health Committee.

(2) There shall also be established committees of the Council to be known as—
(a) the Investigating Committee;
(b) the Professional Performance Committee;
(c) the Interim Orders Committee; and
(d) the Registration Appeals Committee.

(3) In this Act, “Practice Committee” means the Professional Conduct Committee, the
Health Committee or the Professional Performance Committee.]

(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F8(6) The committees of the Council mentioned in this section shall be constituted as
provided by [F9rules].

[
F10(6A)

Rules made under subsection (6) may provide for the functions of a committee of the
Council mentioned in this section to be exercised by one or more panels comprised
of members of the committee and may make provision with regard to the constitution
of the panels.]

F11(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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F11(8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]

Textual Amendments
F7 S. 2(1)-(3) substituted for s. 2(1)-(4A) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 4(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F8 S. 2(6)-(8) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(2) of the amending S.I.) by S.I.
2001/3926, art. 6(d)

F9 Word in s. 2(6) substituted (13.5.2009 for specified purposes, 1.10.2009 in so far as not already in
force) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner
Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(3)(9), Sch. 1 para. 2(a) (with arts. 9, 10); S.I.
2009/1357, art. 2(2)(a)(i)

F10 S. 2(6A) inserted (13.5.2009 for specified purposes, 1.10.2009 in so far as not already in force) by The
Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists)
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(3)(9), Sch. 1 para. 2(b) (with arts. 9, 10); S.I. 2009/1357, art. 2(2)
(a)(i)

F11 S. 2(7)(8) omitted (13.5.2009 for specified purposes, 1.10.2009 in so far as not already in force) by
virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner
Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(3)(9), Sch. 1 para. 2(c) (with arts. 9, 10); S.I.
2009/1357, art. 2(2)(a)(i)

[F122A. The Council’s duty to co-operate U.K.

(1) In the exercise of their functions, the Council shall co-operate in so far as reasonably
practicable with public authorities, and other bodies and persons, falling within
subsection (2).

(2) Public authorities, bodies and persons fall within this subsection if—
(a) they are concerned with the employment (whether or not under a contract of

service) of registered dentists or registered dental care professionals;
(b) they provide, assess or fund education or training for those who are, or seek

to become, registered dentists or registered dental care professionals, or they
propose to do so;

(c) they regulate services in the provision of which registered dentists or
registered dental care professionals are engaged;

(d) they carry out activities in connection with [F13the provision, supervision or
management of national health services]; F14...

F15(e) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) In carrying out their duty to co-operate under subsection (1), the Council shall have
regard to any differing considerations in relation to the practice of dentistry which
apply in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

Textual Amendments
F12 Ss. 2A-2D inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
5 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
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F13 Words in s. 2A(2)(d) substituted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b),
Sch. 1 para. 3(a) (with arts. 9, 10)

F14 Word in s. 2A(2)(e)(i) omitted (14.5.2009) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b),
Sch. 1 para. 3(b) (with arts. 9, 10)

F15 S. 2A(2)(e)(ii) omitted (14.5.2009) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b),
Sch. 1 para. 3(b) (with arts. 9, 10)

[F162B. Annual reports, statistical reports and strategic plans U.K.

(1) The Council shall publish, by such date in each year as the Privy Council shall
specify—

(a) a report on the exercise of their functions which includes a description of the
arrangements that the Council have put in place to ensure that they adhere
to good practice in relation to equality and diversity (and for these purposes
“equality” and “diversity” have the meanings given in section 8(2) of the
Equality Act 2006);

(b) a statistical report which indicates the efficiency and effectiveness of, and
which includes a description of, the arrangements which the Council have put
in place to protect members of the public from persons who are registered
dentists or registered dental care professionals and whose fitness to practise
is impaired, together with the Council’s observations on the report; and

(c) a strategic plan for the Council in respect of such number of years as the
Council shall determine.

(2) The Council shall submit copies of the reports and the plan published under
subsection (1) to the Privy Council and the Privy Council shall lay copies of the reports
and the plan before each House of Parliament and before the Scottish Parliament.]

Textual Amendments
F12 Ss. 2A-2D inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
5 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F16 S. 2B substituted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous
Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para. 4
(with arts. 9, 10)

2C. Accounts U.K.

(1) The Council shall—
(a) keep accounts, and
(b) prepare a statement of accounts in respect of each calendar year,

in such form as the Privy Council may determine in writing.

(2) The Council shall appoint an auditor to audit each statement of accounts prepared
in accordance with subsection (1)(b), and the auditor must prepare a report on each
statement of accounts.
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(3) The auditor appointed must be eligible for appointment as a [F17statutory auditor under
Part 42 of the Companies Act 2006] .

(4) The Council shall, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each calendar
year—

(a) publish the statement of accounts for that year, together with the auditor’s
report on it; and

(b) send a copy of the statement of accounts and the report to the [F18Privy
Council, the Comptroller and Auditor General and the Auditor General for
Scotland].

(5) The Comptroller and Auditor General shall examine, certify and report on each
statement of accounts received under subsection (4) and for these purposes may
inspect accounts kept by the Council in accordance with subsection (1)(a).

(6) The Comptroller and Auditor General shall send a copy of each report prepared by
him under subsection (5) to the Council and the Privy Council.

(7) The Privy Council shall, as soon as reasonably practicable after the end of each
calendar year, lay before each House of Parliament and the Scottish Parliament a copy
of—

(a) the statement of accounts for that year as certified by the Comptroller and
Auditor General;

(b) the auditor’s report for that year; and
(c) the report of the Comptroller and Auditor General for that year.

Textual Amendments
F12 Ss. 2A-2D inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
5 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F17 Words in s. 2C(3) substituted (6.4.2008) by The Companies Act 2006 (Consequential Amendments
etc) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/948), art. 2(2), Sch. 1 para. 3(a) (with arts. 6, 11, 12)

F18 Words in s. 2C(4)(b) substituted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b),
Sch. 1 para. 5 (with arts. 9, 10)

2D. Complaints U.K.

(1) The Council may incur expenditure for the purposes of investigating and resolving
dental complaints.

(2) In this section “dental complaints” means complaints made by users of the services of
registered dentists or the services of registered dental care professionals about—

(a) the dental services provided by a registered dentist, a registered dental care
professional or a body corporate carrying on the business of dentistry; or

(b) the goods or materials provided to persons, or the facilities provided for
persons, using those dental services.

(3) The Council may also incur expenditure for the purposes of assisting the parties to the
dental complaint in reaching a satisfactory resolution of that complaint.]
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Textual Amendments
F12 Ss. 2A-2D inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
5 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F192E. Registration of members’ private interests U.K.

(1) The Council must establish and maintain a system for the declaration and registration
of private interests of their members.

(2) The Council must publish entries recorded in the register of members’ private
interests.]

Textual Amendments
F19 S. 2E inserted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous

Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para. 6
(with arts. 9, 10)

PART II U.K.

DENTAL EDUCATION

Degrees and licences in dentistry

3 Power of medical authorities to hold examinations and grant licences in
dentistry. U.K.

(1) Any medical authority who have power for the time being to grant surgical degrees
may, notwithstanding anything in any enactment, charter or other document, hold
examinations in dentistry and grant licences certifying the fitness of the holders to
practise dentistry; and the holders’ names shall be entered on a list of licentiates in
dentistry to be kept by the medical authority.

(2) Subsection (1) above is without prejudice to any power to grant a degree or licence in
dentistry which a medical authority may possess apart from the provisions of this Act.

(3) In this section “medical authority” means any of the universities or other bodies who
choose appointed members of the General Medical Council, F20...

(4) References in this Act to a dental authority are references to a medical authority who
grant degrees, licences or other diplomas in dentistry.

Textual Amendments
F20 Words repealed by S.I. 1987/2047, art. 2(a), Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/2E
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/1/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/schedule/1/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047/article/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047/schedule
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 3(3) modified (9.7.2008) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous

Amendments) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/1774), arts. 1(2)(a), 5
C2 S. 3(3) applied (with modifications) (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions

(Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), arts. 1(2)
(a), 7(4) (with arts. 9, 10)

4 Conduct of examinations for degrees and licences. U.K.

(1) For the purpose of any examinations to qualify for a degree or licence in dentistry
held by—

(a) any university in England or Wales, Scotland or [F21Northern Ireland],
(b) the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh,
(c) the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, . . . F22

(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F22

the Council or other governing body of the university or college may appoint a board
of examiners.

(2) Each of these boards shall be called the Board of Examiners in Dental Surgery or
Dentistry, and shall consist of not less than six members, of whom at least one half
shall be registered dentists; and nothing in any enactment, charter or other document
shall make it necessary for them to possess any other qualification.

(3) Persons appointed under this section shall continue in office for such period, and shall
conduct the examinations in such manner, as the governing body appointing them may
by byelaws or regulations direct.

(4) A casual vacancy in any such board of examiners may be filled by the governing body
which appointed the board and the person so appointed—

(a) shall be a registered dentist if the person in whose place he is appointed was
a registered dentist, and

(b) shall hold office for such time only as that other person would have held office.

(5) Such reasonable fees shall be paid for a degree or licence awarded after examination
by a board of examiners under this section as the governing body by whom they were
appointed may by byelaws or regulations direct and the degrees or licences awarded
after examination by the board of examiners shall be in such form as that governing
body may so direct.

(6) All byelaws and regulations made by a dental authority under this section, and any
further byelaws or regulations altering or revoking them, shall be made in such manner,
and subject to such approval or confirmation, if any, as in the case of other byelaws
or regulations made by that dental authority.

Textual Amendments
F21 Word substituted by S.I. 1987/2047, art. 2(b)
F22 Words repealed by S.I. 1987/2047, art. 2(a), Sch.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1774
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1774
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1774/article/1/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/1774/article/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/1/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/1/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/7/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1182/article/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047/article/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047/article/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1987/2047/schedule
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5 Holding of examinations and grant of licences by Royal College of Surgeons of
England. U.K.

The Royal College of Surgeons of England shall continue to hold examinations, and to
appoint a board of examiners in dentistry, and to grant licences certifying the fitness of
the holders to practise, subject to and in accordance with the provisions of their charter
dated 8th September 1859 and the bye-laws made in pursuance of that charter; and the
name of the holder of any licence so granted shall be entered on a list of licentiates
in dentistry to kept by the College.

6 Requirements in relation to admission of candidates to examinations and grant
of degrees and licences. U.K.

(1) A dental authority shall admit to the examinations held by them to qualify for a degree
or licence in dentistry any person desirous of being examined who has complied with
the regulations in force (if any) as to education laid down by the dental authority.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in any enactment, charter or other document, a dental
authority shall not grant a degree or licence in dentistry to a person who has not attained
the age of 21 years.

7 Effect of grant of degree or licence in dentistry. U.K.

A degree or licence in dentistry granted by a dental authority shall not confer any right
or title to be registered under the M1Medical Act 1983, nor to assume any name, title
or designation implying that the holder of the degree or licence is by law recognised
as a practitioner or licentiate in medicine or general surgery.

Marginal Citations
M1 1983 c. 54.

Supervision of dental education

8 Information to be furnished by dental authorities. U.K.

Every dental authority shall from time to time when required by the Council furnish
them with such information as the Council may require—

(a) as to the course of study and examinations to be gone through in order to obtain
a degree or licence in dentistry, or any additional diploma in dentistry, and

(b) generally as to the conditions laid down for obtaining such a degree, licence
or diploma.

9 Supervision of instruction given by dental schools and post-graduate
institutions. U.K.

(1) The Council may appoint persons to visit, subject to any directions which the Privy
Council may deem it expedient to give and to compliance with any conditions
specified in those directions, places where instruction is given—

(a) to dental students under the direction of a dental authority, or

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/54
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(b) to post-graduate students in dentistry under the direction of a dental authority
or any other body.

(2) Visitors appointed under this section shall report to the Council as to the sufficiency of
the instruction given in the places which they visit and as to any other matters relating
to the instruction which may be specified by the Council either generally or in any
particular case; but no visitor shall interfere with the giving of any instruction.

(3) On receiving a report of a visitor under this section, the Council shall send a copy of
the report to the dental authority or other body under whose direction the instruction
in question was given, and on receiving the copy that dental authority or body may,
within such period (not being less than one month) as the Council may have specified
at the time they sent the copy of the report, make to the Council observations on the
report or objections to it.

(4) The Council shall, as soon as possible after the end of the period specified under
subsection (3) above, send to the Privy Council a copy of the report and of
any observations or objections duly made under that subsection, together with the
Council’s comments on the report and on any such observations and objections.

(5) The Council shall have power to remunerate persons who are not members of the
Council for acting as visitors under this section.

10 Supervision of examinations. U.K.

(1) Any member of the Council or other person, being a member or person appointed for
the purpose by the Council, may be present at any such examinations as are mentioned
in section 8(a) above.

(2) The Council shall have power to remunerate persons so appointed who are not
members of the Council for being present at the examinations.

11 Remedy where qualifying courses of study or examinations are
inadequate. U.K.

(1) Where it appears to the Council that the course of study or the examinations to qualify
for a degree or licence in dentistry granted by a dental authority is or are not such
as to secure the possession by the graduates or licentiates of the requisite knowledge
and skill for the efficient practice of dentistry, the Council may make a representation
to that effect to the Privy Council; and on any such representation the Privy Council
may, if they think fit, order that any degree or licence in dentistry granted by the dental
authority after a time specified in the order shall not confer any right to be registered
under this Act.

(2) The powers conferred by subsection (1) above upon the Council to make
representations and upon the Privy Council to make orders may be exercised in respect
of a specifically described degree or licence in dentistry granted by a dental authority.

(3) If an order is made under this section in respect of any degree or licence in dentistry
granted by a dental authority, no person shall be entitled to be registered under this Act
in respect of any such degree or licence granted after the time mentioned in the order.

(4) The Privy Council may, if it appears to them on a further representation from the
Council or otherwise that the dental authority in question has made effectual provision
to the satisfaction of the Council for the improvement of the course of study or



10 Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Part II – Dental Education

Document Generated: 2024-06-12
Changes to legislation: Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June

2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear
in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

examinations, revoke an order made under this section, but the revocation shall not
entitle a person to be registered in respect of a degree or licence in dentistry granted
before the revocation.

(5) Any order of the Privy Council under this section may be made conditionally or
unconditionally, and may contain such terms and directions as appear to the Privy
Council to be just.

12 Candidates not to be required to adopt or reject particular theories of
dentistry. U.K.

(1) If it appears to the Council that a dental authority have attempted to impose on any
candidate offering himself for examination an obligation to adopt, or to refrain from
adopting, the practice of any particular theory of dentistry as a test or condition of
admitting him to examination or of granting a degree or licence in dentistry, the
Council may make a representation to that effect to the Privy Council.

(2) On any such representation the Privy Council may direct the authority to desist from
attempting to impose any such obligation, and if the authority do not comply with the
direction the Privy Council may order that the authority shall cease to have power to
grant degrees or licences in dentistry so long as they continue to attempt to impose
any such obligation.

(3) Any order of the Privy Council under this section may be made conditionally or
unconditionally, and may contain such terms and directions as appear to the Privy
Council to be just.

[F2312A. Degrees and licences in dentistry U.K.

(1) A dental authority may grant a UK diploma in dentistry to a person only if the authority
is satisfied that the person has successfully completed basic dental training.

(2) In this section—
“basic dental training” means dental training that meets, or under article

22(a) of the Directive (part-time training) [F24would] be treated as meeting,
the requirements of article 34 of the Directive (basic dental training);

“UK diploma in dentistry” means—
(a) a degree in dentistry that gives its holder the qualification of Bachelor

of Dental Surgery (whether abbreviated as BDS or B.Ch.D.), or
(b) a licence in dentistry that gives its holder the qualification of Licentiate

in Dental Surgery.]

Textual Amendments
F23 S. 12A inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care Professions)

Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 110
F24 Word in s. 12A(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
3 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101/regulation/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/12A/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/12A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/11/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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Functions of Education Committee

F2513 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U.K.

Textual Amendments
F25 S. 13 omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(2) of the amending S.I.) by virtue of S.I.

2001/3926, art. 5(2)(b)

PART III U.K.

THE DENTAL PROFESSION

Registration

[F2614 The dentists register and the registrar U.K.

(1) There shall continue to be a register known as the dentists register (referred to in this
Act as “the register”).

[F27(1A) The register shall consist of [F28two] lists, namely—
(a) the principal list, which shall contain particulars of persons who under

section 15 are entitled to be registered in the register; [F29and]
(b) the list of temporary registrants, which shall contain particulars of persons

who under section 17 are directed to be registered in the register; F30...
F30(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]

(2) The register shall be kept by a registrar appointed by the Council.

(3) Any person appointed to the office of registrar shall hold the office for such period
and shall receive such salary as may be fixed by the Council.

(4) The registrar shall perform such duties in connection with the register as the Council
may direct, and in the execution of his duties he shall act on such evidence as in each
case appears to him sufficient.

(5) The registrar may delegate, either generally or specifically, any of his functions to any
of the Council’s officers.

(6) A certificate purporting to be signed by the registrar, certifying that a person—
(a) is registered in the register,
(b) is not registered in the register,
(c) was registered in the register at a specified date or during a specified period,
(d) was not registered in the register at a specified date or during a specified

period, or
(e) has never been registered in the register,

shall be evidence (and in Scotland sufficient evidence) of the matters certified.]

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3926
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3926
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3926/article/5/2/b
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Textual Amendments
F26 S. 14 inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 6 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F27 S. 14(1A) inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care Professions)
Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 111

F28 Word in s. 14(1A) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
4(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F29 Word in s. 14(1A)(a) inserted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
4(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F30 S. 14(1A)(c) and word omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and
Social Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2),
Sch. 3 para. 4(c) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

15 Qualification for registration in the dentists register. U.K.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act the following persons shall be entitled to be
registered in the dentists register in accordance with this Act, namely—

(a) any person who is a graduate or licentiate in dentistry of a dental authority;
F31...

F32(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F33(ba) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
[F34(c) any person who—

(i) holds an overseas diploma in dentistry, and
(ii) has satisfied the Council that the person has the requisite knowledge

and skill (see sections 16A (requisite knowledge and skill: holders
of overseas diplomas) and 16B (requisite knowledge and skill:
recognition of [F35overseas diplomas)); and]]

[F36(d) any person who—
(i) holds a specified state qualification in dentistry that is not a relevant

European diploma, and
(ii) has met the requirement specified in relation to that person under

section 15ZA.]

[F37(1A) Subsection (1)(c)(ii) does not apply to a person whose application under this section
is made in reliance on a relevant European diploma.]

[F38(1B) Subsection (1)(c)(ii) does not apply to a person who is entitled to be registered under
subsection (1)(d).]

[F39(2) [F40In this Act “overseas diploma” means—
(a) a relevant European diploma, or
(b) any other diploma granted in a country overseas.]

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2007/3101/regulation/111
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/4/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/4/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/12A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/11/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/12A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/11/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/4/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/12A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/4
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(2ZA) In this Act “relevant European diploma” means—
(a) an appropriate European diploma, within the meaning given by Schedule 2,

that has not been designated by the Council for the purposes of this paragraph,
or

(b) a dental qualification that is not an appropriate European diploma but—
(i) was granted in a relevant European State, and

(ii) demonstrates, in the opinion of the Council, a comparable level
of knowledge and skill to that demonstrated by a UK diploma in
dentistry F41....

(2ZB) The Council—
(a) may designate a diploma for the purposes of subsection (2ZA)(a) only with

the approval of the Privy Council;
(b) must maintain and publish a list of the diplomas that are so designated.]

F42(2A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F43(2B) The Council may determine that a specified state qualification in dentistry does not
meet the standard in subsection (2ZA)(b)(ii) only where one or more of Conditions
1 to 3 are met.

(2C) Condition 1 is met where there exists a substantial difference between the level of
knowledge and skill demonstrated by the specified state qualification and the level of
knowledge and skill demonstrated by a UK diploma in dentistry.

(2D) Condition 2 is met where the professional activities to which a UK diploma in dentistry
relates include one or more professional activities that cover substantially different
matters from those covered by the specified state qualification.

(2E) Condition 3 is met where requiring an applicant to take an aptitude test or to complete
an adaptation period, or to do both, would amount to requiring the applicant to acquire
a UK diploma in dentistry.]

(3) A person shall not be entitled to be registered in the dentists register F44... unless he
satisfies the registrar as to the following matters, namely—

(a) his identity;
(b) that he is of good character; and

[F45(ba) that he has the necessary knowledge of English;]
(c) that he is in good health, both physically and mentally.

F46(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F47(4ZA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F48(4A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F48(4B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F48(4BA) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F48(4BB) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F48(4BC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F48(4BD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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F48(4C) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F49(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F50(6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F51(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F52(8) In this section—
“adaptation period” means a period of practice, subject to an assessment

and, where necessary, accompanied by further training, which is supervised
by a registered dentist;

“aptitude test” means an assessment with the aim of determining whether
a person has the requisite knowledge and skill;

“UK diploma in dentistry” has the meaning given by section 12A(2).]

Textual Amendments
F31 Word in s. 15(1) omitted (1.12.2023) by virtue of The Recognition of Professional Qualifications

and Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 19(a)

F32 S. 15(1)(b) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
5(a)(ii) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F33 S. 15(1)(ba) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
5(a)(ii) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F34 S. 15(1)(c) substituted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 2(a)

F35 Words in s. 15(1)(c) substituted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 19(b)

F36 S. 15(1)(d) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 19(c)

F37 S. 15(1A) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing Associates
and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 2(b)

F38 S. 15(1B) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation
of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 19(d)

F39 S. 15(2)-(2ZB) substituted for s. 15(2) (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and
Social Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2),
Sch. 3 para. 5(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F40 S. 15(2) substituted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing Associates
and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 2(c)

F41 Words in s. 15(2ZA)(b)(ii) omitted (1.12.2023) by virtue of The Recognition of Professional
Qualifications and Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment)
Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 19(e)
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F42 S. 15(2A) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 112(c)

F43 S. 15(2B)-(2E) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 19(f)

F44 Words in s. 15(3) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses,
Nursing Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2),
Sch. 1 para. 2(d)

F45 S. 15(3)(ba) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 12(2); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F46 S. 15(4) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 2(e)

F47 S. 15(4ZA) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 2(e)

F48 S. 15(4A)-(4C) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 5(e) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F49 S. 15(5) omitted (1.4.2016) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 12(4); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F50 S. 15(6) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 2(e)

F51 S. 15(7) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 112(h)

F52 S. 15(8) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation of
International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3
para. 19(g)

[F5315ZASection 15: further provision relating to specified state professionals U.K.

(1) The Council must specify in relation to a person who applies to be registered in the
dentists register under section 15(1)(d) what aptitude test or adaptation period, or
aptitude test and adaptation period, must be passed or successfully completed by the
person.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the specified state qualification held by the person is
determined not to meet the standard in section 15(2ZA)(b)(ii) because Condition 3 is
met in relation to it (see section 15(2E)).

(3) Where the Council specify under this section an aptitude test or adaptation period, or
both, in relation to a person, the aptitude test or the adaptation period, or the aptitude
test and adaptation period together, must be proportionate to the difference sought to
be addressed.

(4) The Council must give a person their reasons for specifying an aptitude test or an
adaptation period, or both, in relation to the person under this section, if the person
makes a written request for them.
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(5) If the Council specify aptitude tests in relation to persons under this section, the
Council must ensure that such tests are scheduled with reasonable frequency and at
least once a year.

(6) In this section, “adaptation period” and “aptitude test” have the same meaning as in
section 15.]

Textual Amendments
F53 S. 15ZA inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation

of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 20

[F5415A. Supplementary provisions as to the necessary knowledge of English U.K.

(1) The Council must publish guidance about—
(a) the evidence, information or documents to be provided by an applicant for the

purpose of satisfying the registrar under section 15(3)(ba) or (4)(d) that the
applicant has the necessary knowledge of English; and

(b) the process by which the registrar is to determine whether the registrar is
satisfied as mentioned in paragraph (a).

(2) The registrar must have regard to the guidance published under subsection (1) in
determining whether the registrar is satisfied as mentioned in subsection (1)(a).

(3) Subsections (4) and (6) apply if, having considered any evidence, information or
documents provided by the applicant in support of the applicant’s application, the
registrar is not satisfied under section 15(3)(ba) or (4)(d) that the applicant has the
necessary knowledge of English.

(4) The registrar may request the applicant to provide further evidence, information or
documents within such period as the registrar may specify.

[
F55(4A)

Where the applicant is applying in reliance on a specified state qualification, the
registrar may not request more evidence, information or documents than is necessary
to demonstrate to the registrar that the applicant has the necessary knowledge of
English.]

F56(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) The registrar may require the applicant—
(a) to undergo an examination or other assessment; and
(b) to provide information in respect of that examination or assessment,

within such period as the registrar may specify.

[
F57(6A)

Where the registrar requires an applicant who makes an application in reliance on
a specified state qualification to undergo an examination or other assessment, the
examination or assessment must be proportionate to the knowledge of English referred
to in section 15(3)(ba).]

F58(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(8) Guidance published under subsection (1) may make different provision in relation to
different cases or classes of case.
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(9) The Council must keep guidance published under subsection (1) under review and
may vary or withdraw it whenever they consider it appropriate to do so.

(10) If the Council vary any guidance published under subsection (1) they must publish
the guidance as varied.

(11) Before publishing any guidance under subsection (1), or varying or withdrawing it,
the Council must consult the persons and bodies mentioned in section 26B(5)(a) to (c).

(12) The Council may charge such fee as they consider reasonable for the provision of a
copy of the guidance published under subsection (1) to any person.

(13) In this section—
(a) references to an applicant are references to a person applying for registration

in the dentists register, and
(b) references to guidance published under subsection (1) include references to

guidance published by virtue of subsection (10).]

Textual Amendments
F54 S. 15A inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of English)

Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 13; S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5
F55 S. 15A(4A) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and

Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 21(a)

F56 S. 15A(5) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
6 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F57 S. 15A(6A) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 21(b)

F58 S. 15A(7) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
6 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F5916 Supplementary provisions as to registration of holders of overseas
diplomas. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F59 S. 16 omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 3(1)
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[F6016A. Requisite knowledge and skill: holders of overseas diplomas U.K.

(1) Rules may make provision for the purpose of determining whether a person who holds
an overseas diploma in dentistry has the requisite knowledge and skill mentioned in
section 15(1)(c)(ii).

(2) Rules made by virtue of subsection (1) may (in particular) make provision—
(a) requiring the person to undertake an assessment;
(b) imposing such other requirements on the person as the Council considers

appropriate;
(c) enabling the Council to require the payment of fees for the purpose of meeting

expenses incurred, or to be incurred, by the Council in determining whether
the person has the requisite knowledge and skill.

Textual Amendments
F60 Ss. 16A, 16B inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 3(2)

16B. Requisite knowledge and skill: recognition of overseas diplomas U.K.

(1) The Council may recognise an overseas diploma of a particular kind as furnishing
such guarantees as to the knowledge and skill of the person who holds the diploma
that no further enquiry into the knowledge and skill of that person is necessary.

(2) A person who holds an overseas diploma recognised by the Council for the time being
in accordance with subsection (1) is to be taken to have satisfied the Council that the
person has the requisite knowledge and skill mentioned in section 15(1)(c)(ii).

(3) Rules may make provision about the recognition of overseas diplomas under
subsection (1).

(4) Rules made by virtue of subsection (3) may (in particular) make provision enabling the
Council to require the payment of fees for the purpose of meeting expenses incurred,
or to be incurred, by the Council in determining applications for the recognition of
overseas diplomas.]

Textual Amendments
F60 Ss. 16A, 16B inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 3(2)

17 Temporary registration. U.K.

(1) Where the Council, with a view to permitting any person holding [F61an] overseas
diploma temporarily to practise dentistry in a particular post in a hospital or other
institution, give a direction that he be registered as respects practice in that post in that
hospital or institution for such period as may be specified in the direction, that person
shall be entitled to be registered in the dentists register in accordance with this Act
subject to the entry against his name of the restrictions specified in the direction.
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(2) No direction shall be given under this section unless the persons concerned has
satisfied the registrar as to the following matters, namely—

(a) his identity;
(b) that he is of good character;
(c) that he has the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient practice of

dentistry in the post in question;
[F62(d) that he has the necessary knowledge of English; and]

(e) that he is in good health, both physically and mentally.
F63(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F64(3A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F65(3B) Section 15A F66... applies in relation to a person applying for registration under this
section as if references to section 15(3)(ba) or (4)(d) were references to subsection (2)
(d) of this section.]

(4) Registration under this section shall not make it lawful for a person to practise
dentistry otherwise than subject to the restrictions specified in the relevant direction
nor constitute him a registered dentist for the purposes of Schedule 1 to this Act.

F67(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F61 Word in s. 17(1) substituted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 3(3)(a)

F62 S. 17(2)(d) substituted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 14(2); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F63 S. 17(3) omitted (1.4.2016) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 14(3); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F64 S. 17(3A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
8(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F65 S. 17(3B) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of English)
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 14(4); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F66 Words in s. 17(3B) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 8(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F67 S. 17(5) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 3(3)(b)
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Procedure for registration

18 Procedure for registration. U.K.

(1) [F68Subject to [F69subsections (3) to (5)] below, any right to registration under
section 15 above][F70in the register] shall be conditional on the making of an
application supported by such evidence as is required by subsection (2) below.

[F71(2) Any person applying to be registered [F72in the register] shall produce or send to the
registrar—

(a) the document conferring or evidencing his licence or other qualification;
(b) a statement of his name and address and the other particulars (if any) required

for [F73registration.]
[

F74(ba)
the documents conferring, or evidencing that there is in force in relation to him
or there will be as necessary for the purpose of complying with section 26A,
appropriate cover under an indemnity arrangement.]

F75(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]
F76(2A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F77(2B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) A dental authority may from time to time transmit to the registrar certified lists of
the persons who are graduates or licentiates of that body in dentistry, stating the
qualifications and places of residence of the persons included in the lists; and on
receiving any such lists the registrar shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, duly
register [F78in the register] those persons.

[F79(4) Where the person applying to be registered under section 15 is the holder of a specified
state qualification in dentistry, the person is not required to produce or send to the
registrar more evidence than is necessary to demonstrate that the conditions falling to
be satisfied before the person may be registered are satisfied.

(5) Where the person applying to be registered under section 15 is the holder of such
a qualification, the registrar must accept certified copies of documents in place
of original documents, unless the registrar requires original documents in order to
preserve the integrity of the application process.

(6) For the purposes of subsection (5), a certified copy of a document is one which is
certified to be a true copy of the original by a solicitor practising in any part of the
United Kingdom.]

Textual Amendments
F68 Words in s. 18(1) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 115(a)
F69 Words in s. 18(1) substituted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and

Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 22(a)

F70 Words in s. 18(1) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 7(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F71 S. 18(2) substituted (1.7.1996) by S.I. 1996/1496, reg. 2(4)
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F72 Words in s. 18(2) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 7(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F73 Word in s. 18(2)(b) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 115(b)(i)

F74 S. 18(2)(ba) inserted (17.7.2014) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Indemnity
Arrangements) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1887), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 3 (with Sch. 3 paras. 2-5)

F75 S. 18(2)(c) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 115(b)(ii)

F76 S. 18(2A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
9 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F77 S. 18(2B) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
9 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F78 Words in s. 18(3) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 7(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F79 S. 18(4)-(6) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 22(b)

19 Regulations with respect to the register. U.K.

(1) [F80[F81The] Council] may make regulations with respect to the form and keeping of
the register and the making of entries and erasures in it, and in particular—

(a) prescribing a fee to be charged on the entry of a name in the register
[F82or otherwise in connection with an application for registration] or on the
restoration of any entry to the register;

(b) prescribing a fee to be charged in respect of the retention in the register of the
name of a person first registered after 28th July 1921 in any year subsequent
to the year in which that person was first registered;

(c) providing for the registration in and removal from the register in prescribed
circumstances of additional diplomas held by a registered dentist and
prescribing a fee to be charged in respect of the registration;

(d) authorising the registrar (notwithstanding anything in this Act) to refuse to
make [F83any entry in the register or take any other action in connection with
an application for registration or restore any entry to the register] until a fee
prescribed by regulations under this section has been paid.

[F84(1ZA) If regulations under this section prescribe a fee to be charged on the entry of a person’s
name in the register in a case where the person applies for registration as the holder
of a specified state qualification in dentistry, the fee must be—

(a) reasonable and proportionate to the cost of dealing with such a person’s
application;

(b) transparent, and made public in advance; and
(c) payable by electronic means through the Council’s own website.]
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F85(1A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F86(2) Regulations under this section may authorise the registrar to erase from the register
the name of a person who, after such notices and warnings as may be prescribed by
the regulations, fails to pay a fee prescribed under subsection (1)(b).

(2A) Where a person’s name has been erased by virtue of regulations under this section,
that name shall be restored to the register on that person’s application if he satisfies
the registrar that he meets the requirements of—

(a) section 15(3)(a) to (c);
(b) section 26A; and
(c) any rules made under section 34B which apply to his case.

(2B) Where the registrar refuses to restore a person’s name to the register under
subsection (2A), the registrar shall forthwith serve on the person concerned
notification of the decision and of the reasons for it.]

F87(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F87(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F80 Words in s. 19(1) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 116(a)
F81 Word in s. 19(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
10(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F82 Words in s. 19(1)(a) inserted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 15(a); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(a)

F83 Words in s. 19(1)(d) substituted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 15(b); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(a)

F84 S. 19(1ZA) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 23

F85 S. 19(1A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
10(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F86 S. 19(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 19(2) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the
amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 8(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F87 S. 19(3)(4) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see
the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 8(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F8820 Selection of proper abbreviations of overseas diplomas. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F88 S. 20 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 9 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F8921 Notification of reasons for refusal of application for registration etc. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F89 S. 21 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 9 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F9021A Notification of results of application U.K.

(1) This section applies where a person (“A”) makes an application to be registered in the
register in exercise of entitlement under section 15.

(2) The registrar, within the period of one month beginning with the date of receipt of the
application, must—

(a) acknowledge receipt of the application; and
(b) inform A of any missing document required for the purposes of the

application.

[F91(2ZA) Where A holds a specified state qualification in dentistry, the registrar must—
(a) give A adequate time to complete the requirements and procedures of the

application process; and
(b) deal promptly with A’s application.]

F92(2A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F93(2B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) The registrar must notify A of the result of the [F94application][F95—
(a) where A holds a specified state qualification, within the period of four months

beginning with the relevant date;
(b) in any other case, within the period of three months beginning with that date.]

[F96(3A) In calculating any period of time for the purposes of subsection (3), the following are
to be disregarded—

(a) any period which begins on the date on which the registrar makes a request
under section 15A(4) and ends on the date on which A complies with the
request; or

(b) any period which begins on the date on which the registrar requires A to
undergo an examination or other assessment under section 15A(6)(a) and ends

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671


24 Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Part III – The Dental Profession

Document Generated: 2024-06-12
Changes to legislation: Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June

2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear
in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

on the date on which A complies with the requirement under section 15A(6)
(b).

(4) The “relevant date”, in relation to an application, is—
(a) the date when the registrar receives the application; or
(b) if any document required for the purposes of the application is missing when

the registrar receives the application, the date on which the registrar first has
all the documents required for those purposes.]

[
F97(5)

A document which is requested or required under section 15A(4) or (6)(b) is not to be
treated as missing for the purposes of this section.]]

Textual Amendments
F90 S. 21A substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care Professions)

Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 117
F91 S. 21A(2ZA) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and

Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 24(a)

F92 S. 21A(2A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
11(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F93 S. 21A(2B) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
11(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F94 Words in s. 21A(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
11(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F95 S. 21A(3)(a)(b) substituted for words (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications
and Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 24(b)

F96 S. 21A(3A) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 16(3); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F97 S. 21A(5) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of English)
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 16(4); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

Publication of the register

[F9822 Publication of the register U.K.

(1) The registrar shall make available to members of the public in such form as he
considers appropriate—

(a) the names of persons appearing in the register;
(b) the qualifications of persons appearing in the register; and
(c) such other details as the Council may direct.
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(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the registrar may provide a member of the public
with a copy of, or extract from, the register, and any such copy or extract shall be
evidence (and in Scotland sufficient evidence) of the matters mentioned in it.]

Textual Amendments
F98 S. 22 substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
10 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Erasures and alterations in the register

23 Erasure of names of deceased persons and of those who have ceased to
practise. U.K.

(1) The registrar shall erase from the register the name of every deceased person; and
on registering the death of a registered dentist a registrar of births and deaths shall,
without charge to the recipient, send forthwith by post to the registrar of the dentists
register a copy certified under his hand of the entry in the register of deaths relating
to the death.

(2) If a registered dentist has ceased to practise, the registrar may with his consent erase
his name from the register.

(3) The registrar may send by post to a registered dentist a notice inquiring whether he
has ceased to practise or has changed his residence and, if no answer is received to the
inquiry within six months from the posting of the notice, he may erase the dentist’s
name from the register.

[F99(4) Where a person’s name has been erased from the register under subsection (2) or (3)
or at his request, then, unless the original entry of his name was incorrectly made or
fraudulently procured, the name shall be restored to the register on his application if
he satisfies the registrar that he meets the requirements of—

(a) section 15(3)(a) to (c);
(b) section 26A; and
(c) any rules made under section 34B which apply to his case.]

F100(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F99 S. 23(4) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
11(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F100 S. 23(5) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 11(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
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[F10124 Erasure on grounds of fraud or error U.K.

(1) If the registrar is satisfied that any entry in the register has been incorrectly made, he
shall erase that entry from the register.

(2) If the registrar has reason to believe that any entry in the register has been fraudulently
procured, he shall refer the matter to the Professional Conduct Committee to determine
the question of whether that entry has been fraudulently procured.

(3) If the Professional Conduct Committee determine that the entry has been fraudulently
procured, they may direct that the entry shall be erased from the register.

(4) Where a person’s name has been erased from the register under subsection (3), that
person may apply to the Council for his name to be restored to the register.

(5) The Council shall refer an application under subsection (4) to the Professional Conduct
Committee.

(6) The Professional Conduct Committee shall determine an application referred under
subsection (5) and may decide—

(a) that the person’s name is to be restored to the register;
(b) that the person’s name is not to be restored to the register; or
(c) that the person’s name is not to be restored to the register until the end of such

period as they shall specify.

(7) If the Professional Conduct Committee give a direction under subsection (3) or
a decision under subsection (6), the registrar shall forthwith serve on the person
concerned notification of the direction or decision and (except in the case of a decision
under subsection (6)(a)) of his right to appeal against it under section 29.]

Textual Amendments
F101 S. 24 substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
12 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F10225 Alteration of names and addresses. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F102 S. 25 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 13 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
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[F103Registration appeals

Textual Amendments
F103 S. 25A and cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 14 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

25A. Registration appeals U.K.

Schedule 2A to this Act (registration appeals: dentists register) shall have effect.]

Use of titles and descriptions

26 Use of titles and descriptions. U.K.

(1) A registered dentist shall by virtue of being registered be entitled to take and use the
description of dentist, dental surgeon or dental practitioner.

(2) A registered dentist shall not take or use, or affix to or use in connection with his
premises, any title or description reasonably calculated to suggest that he possesses
any professional status or qualification other than a professional status or qualification
which he in fact possesses and which is indicated by particulars entered in the register
in respect of him.

(3) If the Council are of opinion that any branch of dentistry has become so distinctive that
it would be for the convenience of the public or of the dental profession that registered
dentists qualified to practise, or practising, in that branch of dentistry should use a
distinctive title, they may by regulations prescribe appropriate titles and conditions
under which they may be used; and the use of a prescribed title under the prescribed
conditions shall not constitute a contravention of subsection (2) above.

(4) In the case of any prescribed title regulations under subsection (3) above may
provide—

(a) for a list to be kept by the Council of the names of registered dentists who are
qualified under such regulations to use that title; and

(b) for any registered dentist who is so qualified to be entitled to have his name
entered in the list;

and where regulations so provide as aforesaid nothing in that subsection shall permit
that title to be used by any such dentist unless his name has been entered in the list.

[F104(4A) The Council may make regulations—
(a) prescribing a fee to be charged on the entry of a name in a list for the time

being kept by them under subsection (4), or on the restoration of any entry
to such a list;

(b) prescribing a fee to be charged in respect of the retention of the name of a
person in such a list.

(4B) Regulations under subsection (4A) may in particular authorise the registrar—
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(a) to refuse to make in or restore to a list for the time being kept by the Council
under subsection (4) any entry until a fee prescribed by the regulations has
been paid; and

(b) to erase from such a list the name of a person who, after such notices and
warnings as may be prescribed by the regulations, fails to pay a fee prescribed
by the regulations in respect of the retention of a person’s name in that list.]

F105(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) Any person who contravenes subsection (2) F106... above shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding the third level on the standard scale.

[F107(7) The Council shall from time to time publish any list for the time being kept by them
under subsection (4).]

Textual Amendments
F104 S. 26(4A)(4B) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.

(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 15(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F105 S. 26(5) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 15(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F106 Words in s. 26(6) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 15(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F107 S. 26(7) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
15(d) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F108Insurance]

Textual Amendments
F108 S. 26A and cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 16 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F10926A.Indemnity arrangements U.K.

(1) A registered dentist who is practising as a dental practitioner must have in force
in relation to him an indemnity arrangement which provides appropriate cover for
practising as such.

(2) For the purposes of this section, an “indemnity arrangement” may comprise—
(a) a policy of insurance;
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(b) an arrangement made for the purposes of indemnifying a person;
(c) a combination of the two.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “appropriate cover”, in relation to practice as a dental
practitioner, means cover against liabilities that may be incurred in practising as such
which is appropriate, having regard to the nature and extent of the risks of practising
as such.

(4) Rules may make provision in connection with the information to be provided to the
registrar—

(a) by or in respect of a person seeking registration in the register for the purpose
of determining whether, if his name is entered in the register, there will be
in force in relation to him by the time he begins to practise an indemnity
arrangement which provides appropriate cover;

(b) by or in respect of a person seeking restoration of his name in the register
for the purpose of determining whether, if his name is restored in the register,
there will be in force in relation to him by the time he resumes practice an
indemnity arrangement which provides appropriate cover; and

(c) by or in respect of a registered dentist seeking retention of his name in the
register for the purpose of determining whether, if his name is retained in the
register, there will continue to be in force in relation to him an indemnity
arrangement which provides appropriate cover.

(5) Rules may make provision requiring a registered dentist to inform the registrar if
there ceases to be in force in relation to that dentist an indemnity arrangement which
provides appropriate cover.

(6) Rules may make provision requiring a registered dentist to inform the registrar if there
is in force in relation to that registered dentist appropriate cover provided under an
indemnity arrangement by an employer.

(7) Rules made under subsection (4) may require the information mentioned there to be
provided—

(a) at the request of the registrar; or
(b) on such dates or at such intervals as the registrar may determine, either

generally or in relation to individual dental practitioners or dental practitioners
of a particular description.

(8) Where a person fails to comply with rules made under subsection (4), or there is a
failure to comply with rules made under subsection (4) in relation to him, the registrar
may—

(a) refuse to register his name in the register;
(b) refuse to restore his name to the register; or
(c) erase his name from the register.

(9) Where a registered dentist is in breach of subsection (1) or fails to comply with rules
made under this section—

(a) the registrar may erase that person's name from the register; or
(b) the breach or failure may be treated as misconduct for the purposes of

section 27(2)(a) , and the registrar may accordingly refer the matter to the
Investigating Committee under section 27(5)(a) .
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(10) Where a person's name has been erased from the register under subsection (8)(c) or
(9)(a), that name shall be restored to the register on that person's application, if he
satisfies the registrar that he meets the requirements of—

(a) section 15(3)(a) to (c);
(b) this section; and
(c) any rules made under section 34B which apply to that person's case.

F110(11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]

Textual Amendments
F109 S. 26A substituted (17.7.2014) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Indemnity

Arrangements) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1887), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 4
F110 S. 26A(11) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
12 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

Professional conduct and fitness to practise

[F11126B.Guidance U.K.

(1) The Council shall prepare and from time to time issue guidance as to the standards of
conduct, performance and practice expected of registered dentists.

(2) Such guidance may make different provision in relation to different cases or classes
of case.

(3) The Council shall keep such guidance under review and may vary or withdraw it
whenever they consider it appropriate to do so.

(4) The Council shall from time to time publish guidance issued under this section.

(5) Before issuing such guidance or varying or withdrawing it, the Council shall consult—
(a) such persons to whom subsection (6) applies as the Council consider

appropriate;
(b) the bodies within subsection (8); and
(c) such bodies to which subsection (9) applies as the Council consider

appropriate.

(6) This subsection applies to persons who appear to the Council to be representative of
one or more of the following—

(a) users of the services of registered dentists;
(b) users of the services of registered dental care professionals;
(c) registered dentists;
(d) registered dental care professionals;
(e) employers of registered dentists; and
(f) employers of registered dental care professionals.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1887
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1887
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1887/article/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1887/schedule/1/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/regulation/12A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/593/schedule/3/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1394/regulation/11/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1


Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Part III – The Dental Profession
Document Generated: 2024-06-12

31

Changes to legislation: Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June
2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear

in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(7) The Council shall exercise their function under subsection (5)(a) so that the persons
consulted are, taken together, representative of all the categories of person mentioned
in subsection (6)(a) to (f).

(8) The bodies within this subsection are—
F112(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(b) Local Health Boards in Wales;
(c) Health Boards in Scotland; F113...
(d) [F114Health and Social Care trusts] in Northern Ireland [F115; and
(e) the Department of Health in Northern Ireland.]

(9) This subsection applies to bodies which make arrangements, for the provision of dental
services, with one or both of the following—

(a) registered dentists,
(b) registered dental care professionals,

but are not within subsection (8).

(10) The Council may charge such fee as they consider reasonable for the provision of a
copy of the guidance to any person.]

Textual Amendments
F111 S. 26B inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
17 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F112 S. 26B(8)(a) omitted (1.4.2013) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4), Sch. 5
para. 34; S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F113 Word in s. 26B(8)(c) omitted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(2)(a); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and omitted (E.W.S.)
(30.11.2022) by virtue of The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(2)(a)

F114 Words in s. 26B(8)(d) substituted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(2)(b); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and substituted
(E.W.S.) (30.11.2022) by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(2)(b)

F115 S. 26B(8)(e) and word added (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022
(c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(2)(c); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and inserted (E.W.S.) (30.11.2022)
by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential Amendments) Order 2022
(S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(2)(c)

[F11626C Information for specified state professionals U.K.

(1) The Council must make information about the following matters available to specified
state professionals who hold specified state qualifications in dentistry—

(a) the relevant laws to be applied regarding disciplinary action, financial
responsibility or liability and other relevant matters;

(b) the principles of discipline and enforcement of professional standards,
including disciplinary jurisdiction and consequential effects on practising
professional activities;
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(c) the processes and procedures for the ongoing verification of competence;
(d) the criteria for, and procedures relating to, erasure of registration;
(e) the documentation required of specified state professionals of that description

and the form in which it should be presented; and
(f) the documents and certificates issued in relation to professional qualifications

or other conditions that apply to the practice of a registered dentist that are
acceptable to the Council.

(2) The Council must deal promptly with enquiries from specified state professionals of
that description about conditions that apply to the practice of registered dentists.]

Textual Amendments
F116 S. 26C inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation of

International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3
para. 25

[F11727 Allegations U.K.

(1) This section applies where an allegation is made to the Council against a registered
dentist that his fitness to practise as a dentist is impaired.

(2) A person’s fitness to practise as a dentist shall be regarded as “impaired” for the
purposes of this Act by reason only of—

(a) misconduct;
(b) deficient professional performance;
(c) adverse physical or mental health;
(d) a conviction or caution in the United Kingdom for a criminal offence, or

a conviction elsewhere for an offence which, if committed in England and
Wales, would constitute a criminal offence;

(e) the person having—
(i) accepted a conditional offer under section 302 of the Criminal

Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (fixed penalty: conditional offer by
procurator fiscal), or

(ii) agreed to pay a penalty under section 115A of the Social Security
Administration Act 1992 (penalty as alternative to prosecution);

(f) the person, in proceedings in Scotland for an offence, having been the subject
of an order under section 246(2) or (3) of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland)
Act 1995 discharging him absolutely; or

(g) a determination by a body in the United Kingdom responsible under any
enactment for the regulation of a health or social care profession to the effect
that the person’s fitness to practise as a member of that profession is impaired,
or a determination by a regulatory body elsewhere to the same effect.

(3) It does not matter whether the allegation is based on a matter alleged to have
occurred—

(a) outside the United Kingdom; or
(b) at a time when the person was not registered in the register.

(4) This section also applies in a case where—
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(a) it comes to the attention of the Council that a registered dentist’s fitness to
practise as a dentist may be impaired on one or more of the grounds mentioned
in subsection (2), but

(b) no allegation to that effect has been made to the Council against that person,
and in such a case this Act shall apply as if an allegation or allegations to the effect
that the person’s fitness to practise as a dentist is impaired on the ground or grounds
in question had been made to the Council against that person.

(5) The registrar—
(a) shall refer the allegation to the Investigating Committee; and

[F118(b) may, at any time before the Investigating Committee have begun to consider
the allegation, refer the allegation to the Interim Orders Committee if he
considers it appropriate.]

[F119(6) The registrar shall investigate the allegation for the purpose of—
(a) determining whether it is an allegation in relation to which this section applies,

and
(b) if he determines that it is, determining whether to refer the allegation to the

Interim Orders Committee under subsection (5)(b).

(6A) Rules may make provision for enabling the registrar to review a determination under
subsection (6)(a) that the allegation is not an allegation in relation to which this section
applies (including provision as to the action which may be taken following a review).]

(7) In this section—
(a) “enactment” includes—

(i) a provision of, or an instrument made under, an Act of the Scottish
Parliament,

(ii) a provision of, or an instrument made under, Northern Ireland
legislation, and

(iii) a provision of subordinate legislation (within the meaning of the
Interpretation Act 1978); and

(b) “regulatory body” means a regulatory body which has the function of
authorising persons to practise as members of a health or social care
profession.]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F118 S. 27(5)(b) substituted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order
2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 13

F119 S. 27(6)(6A) substituted for s. 27(6) (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise
etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 11
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[F11727A.The Investigating Committee U.K.

(1) Where the registrar refers an allegation under section 27 to the Investigating
Committee they shall investigate the allegation and determine whether the allegation
ought to be considered by a Practice Committee.

(2) If the Investigating Committee determine that the allegation ought not to be considered
by a Practice Committee, the Investigating Committee may—

(a) issue a warning or advice to the person who is the subject of the allegation
regarding his future conduct, performance and practice; and

(b) issue advice to any other person involved in the investigation on any issue
arising in the course of the investigation.

(3) If the Investigating Committee issue a warning under subsection (2)(a), they may, if
they consider it appropriate to do so, direct the registrar to enter details of that warning
in the entry in the register relating to the person who is the subject of the allegation.

[
F120(3A)

In deciding whether to issue a warning or advice under subsection (2) or give a
direction under subsection (3), the Investigating Committee (or any panel by which
the function is exercisable as mentioned in section 2(6A)) must have regard to the
over-arching objective.]

(4) Unless subsection (5) applies, if the Investigating Committee determine that the
allegation ought to be considered by a Practice Committee, the Investigating
Committee—

[
F121(za)

may agree with the person who is the subject of the allegation that the person
will comply with such undertakings as the Investigating Committee consider
appropriate;]

(a) [F122if they do not agree undertakings under paragraph (za),] shall refer the
allegation—

(i) to the Professional Performance Committee, in the case of an
allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 27(2)(b)
(deficient professional performance),

(ii) to the Health Committee, in the case of an allegation based on the
ground mentioned in section 27(2)(c) (adverse physical or mental
health), or

(iii) to the Professional Conduct Committee, in any other case; F123...
F123(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[
F124(4A)

Unless subsection (5) applies, the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate, refer the allegation to the Interim Orders Committee (subject to
subsection (6B)).]

(5) This subsection applies in a case where two or more allegations under section 27
relating to the same person have been referred to the Investigating Committee and
those allegations are—

(a) an allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 27(2)(b) and
an allegation or allegations based on any other grounds mentioned in
section 27(2); or

(b) an allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 27(2)(c) and
an allegation or allegations based on any other grounds mentioned in
section 27(2).
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(6) Where subsection (5) applies, and the Investigating Committee determine that two
or more of those allegations ought to be considered by a Practice Committee, the
Investigating Committee—

[
F125(za)

may agree with the person who is the subject of those allegations that the
person will comply with such undertakings as the Investigating Committee
consider appropriate;]

(a) [F126if they do not agree undertakings under paragraph (za),] shall refer those
allegations to whichever one of the Practice Committees they consider most
appropriate; F127...

F127(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[
F128(6A)

Where subsection (5) applies, the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate, refer those allegations to the Interim Orders Committee (subject to
subsection (6B)).

(6B) Subsections (4A) and (6A) do not apply if the Investigating Committee have
determined that the allegation or allegations ought to be considered by a Practice
Committee and—

(a) the Investigating Committee agree undertakings under subsection (4)(za) or
(6)(za), or

(b) (if they do not agree undertakings under that provision) the hearing before
a Practice Committee has commenced or, where there is not to be a hearing
before a Practice Committee, a Practice Committee have begun to consider
written statements or representations.]

[
F129(6C)

If the Investigating Committee agree undertakings under subsection (4)(za) or (6)(za),
they may, if they consider it appropriate to do so, direct the registrar to enter details of
the undertakings in the entry in the register relating to the person who is the subject
of the allegation or allegations.]

(7) The registrar shall serve notification of any determination made by the Investigating
Committee under subsection (1) on the person who is the subject of the allegation and
on the person (if any) making the allegation.

(8) The Investigating Committee may review and if they consider it appropriate revise a
determination made by them that an allegation or allegations ought to be considered
by a particular Practice Committee—

(a) on a reference back to them from that Practice Committee under
section 27B(4); or

(b) on an application made by the Council, the registrar, the person who is the
subject of the allegation or allegations or any person making the allegation or
allegations, but only if such review is carried out—

(i) where there is to be a hearing before that Practice Committee, before
the commencement of that hearing, or

(ii) where there is not to be a hearing before that Practice Committee,
before that Practice Committee have begun to consider written
statements or representations.

[
F130(8A)

On a review under subsection (8) the Investigating Committee may refer the allegation
or allegations to the Interim Orders Committee.]

(9) Subsection (2) applies to a determination by the Investigating Committee, following a
review under subsection (8), that an allegation or allegations ought not to be considered
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by a Practice Committee, as it applies to a determination under subsection (1) that an
allegation ought not be considered by a Practice Committee.

(10) If the Investigating Committee determine, under subsection (1) or following a review
under subsection (8), that an allegation or allegations against a person ought not to
be considered by a Practice Committee, they shall, at the same time, revoke with
immediate effect any interim order which has been made under section 32 in respect
of that person in consequence of that allegation or those allegations.

[
F131(11)

The Investigating Committee may review a determination made by them to issue a
warning under subsection (2)(a) on an application made—

(a) by the person to whom the warning was issued or the registrar;
(b) before the end of the period of two years beginning with the date on which

the determination was made.

(12) On a review under subsection (11) the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate—

(a) revoke the warning, and
(b) direct the registrar to remove details of the warning from the entry in the

register relating to the person to whom the warning was issued.]

[
F132(13)

Rules may make provision in connection with undertakings under subsections (4)(za)
and (6)(za) (including provision as to the actions which may be taken in consequence
of undertakings being breached).]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F120 S. 27A(3A) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s.
6(4), Sch. para. 1(3); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)

F121 S. 27A(4)(za) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(2)

F122 Words in s. 27A(4)(a) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(3)

F123 S. 27A(4)(b) and preceding word omitted (13.4.2016) by virtue of The General Dental Council
(Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 14(2)

F124 S. 27A(4A) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 14(3)

F125 S. 27A(6)(za) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(4)

F126 Words in s. 27A(6)(a) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(5)

F127 S. 27A(6)(b) and preceding word omitted (13.4.2016) by virtue of The General Dental Council
(Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 14(4)

F128 S. 27A(6A)(6B) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order
2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 14(5)

F129 S. 27A(6C) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(6)

F130 S. 27A(8A) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 14(6)
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F131 S. 27A(11)(12) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order
2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 7

F132 S. 27A(13) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016
(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 5(7)

[
F13327AA.

Delegation of the Investigating Committee’s functions under section 27A U.K.

Rules may make provision for one or more of the following—
(a) the registrar;
(b) any other officer of the Council,

to exercise the functions of the Investigating Committee under section 27A, whether
generally or in relation to such classes of case as may be specified in the rules.]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F133 S. 27AA inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/496), arts. 1, 3

[
F13427AB

Review of determination under section 27A(1) U.K.

(1) Rules may make provision for enabling the registrar to review a determination by
the Investigating Committee under section 27A(1) that an allegation ought not to be
considered by a Practice Committee.

(2) Rules made by virtue of subsection (1) may, in particular, include provision as to—
(a) the period within which a review is to be commenced;
(b) the process to be followed by the registrar in carrying out a review (including

the determinations to be made by him);
(c) the actions which may be taken following a review.]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F134 S. 27AB inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I.
2016/496), arts. 1, 9

27B. The Practice Committees U.K.

(1) Subject to subsection (4), a Practice Committee must investigate an allegation or
allegations against a person referred to them by the Investigating Committee under
section 27A and determine whether that person’s fitness to practise as a dentist is
impaired.
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(2) In making a determination under subsection (1), the Practice Committee may take
into account whether the person who is the subject of the allegation or allegations has
complied with any relevant parts of the guidance issued under section 26B, but that
question is not of itself determinative of whether a person’s fitness to practise as a
dentist is impaired.

(3) If the person who is the subject of an allegation or allegations is also registered in
the dental care professionals register, a Practice Committee shall, in exercising their
function under subsection (1), make a separate determination under section 36P(1)
(fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry).

(4) Where a Practice Committee consider that any allegation should not have been referred
to them by the Investigating Committee under section 27A, they may refer that
allegation back to the Investigating Committee.

(5) If a Practice Committee determine that a person’s fitness to practise as a dentist is not
impaired, they—

(a) shall publish at his request a statement to that effect; or
(b) may publish such a statement if he consents.

(6) If a Practice Committee determine that a person’s fitness to practise as a dentist is
impaired, they may, if they consider it appropriate, direct—

(a) (subject to subsection (7)) that the person’s name shall be erased from the
register;

(b) that his registration in the register shall be suspended during such period not
exceeding twelve months as may be specified in the direction;

(c) that his registration in the register shall be conditional on his compliance,
during such period not exceeding three years as may be specified in the
direction, with such conditions specified in the direction as the Practice
Committee think fit to impose for the protection of the public or in his
interests; or

(d) that he shall be reprimanded in connection with any conduct or action of his
which was the subject of the allegation.

(7) The direction specified in subsection (6)(a) shall not be given following a
determination that a person’s fitness to practise as a dentist is impaired solely on the
ground mentioned in section 27(2)(c) (adverse physical or mental health).

(8) Where a Practice Committee give a direction under subsection (6), the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction and (except in
the case of a direction under paragraph (d) of that subsection) of his right to appeal
against it under section 29.

(9) Where a Practice Committee make a determination under subsection (1) as to a
person’s fitness to practise as a dentist, they shall, at the same time, revoke any interim
order which has been made under section 32 in respect of that person in consequence
of the allegation, or allegations, to which that determination relates.

(10) The revocation of an interim order under subsection (9) shall take effect—
(a) in the case of a determination that the person’s fitness to practise is not

impaired, forthwith;
(b) in the case of a direction given under paragraph (d) of subsection (6),

forthwith; and
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(c) in the case of a direction given under paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection (6),
subject to section 30(5), from the time when—

(i) any direction given under those paragraphs takes effect in accordance
with section 29A,

(ii) an appeal under section 29 against the decision giving such a direction
is determined under section 29(3)(b) or (c), or

(iii) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice
Committee, the Practice Committee dispose of the case.

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

27C. Resumed hearings U.K.

(1) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under section 27B(6)(b) or
subsection (2)(d) or (3) of this section that a person’s registration should be suspended,
they may direct—

(a) that the suspension shall be terminated;
(b) that the current period of suspension shall be extended for such further period,

specified in the direction and not exceeding twelve months, beginning with
the date on which it would otherwise expire;

(c) that the suspension shall be terminated and the person’s registration in
the register shall be conditional on his compliance, during such period
not exceeding three years as may be specified in the direction, with such
conditions specified in the direction as the Practice Committee think fit to
impose for the protection of the public or in his interests; or

(d) that the person’s registration in the register shall be suspended indefinitely,
if—

(i) the period of suspension will, on the date on which the direction takes
effect, have lasted for at least two years, and

(ii) the direction is made not more than two months before the date on
which the period of suspension would otherwise expire.

(2) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under section 27B(6)(c),
subsection (1)(c) or (5)(c) of this section or section 28(6)(b) imposing conditional
registration, they may give one or more of the following directions—

(a) a direction that the registration shall cease to be conditional from a date
specified in the direction;

(b) a direction that the current period of conditional registration shall be extended
for such further period, specified in the direction and not exceeding three
years, beginning with the date on which it would otherwise expire;

(c) a direction that one or more of the conditions imposed on the registration shall
be varied or revoked, or that those conditions shall be added to, as specified
in the direction; or
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(d) a direction that the person’s registration in the register shall be suspended
during such period not exceeding twelve months as may be specified in the
direction.

(3) Where a Practice Committee—
(a) have given a direction under section 27B(6)(c), subsection (1)(c), (2)(b) or (c)

or (5)(c) of this section or section 28(6)(b) imposing conditions on a person’s
registration, or extending a period of conditional registration, in the register, or

(b) have made an order under section 32(4)(b) for interim conditional registration,
and the Practice Committee determine that at any time during the period for which
that direction or order has effect the person has failed to comply with any condition
imposed on his registration, the Practice Committee may direct that the person’s
registration in the register shall be suspended during such period not exceeding twelve
months as may be specified in the direction.

(4) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under subsection (1)(d) that a
person’s registration is to be suspended indefinitely, they must review the direction
if—

(a) the person requests them to do so;
(b) at least two years have elapsed since the date on which the direction took

effect; and
(c) if the direction has previously been reviewed under this subsection, at least

two years have elapsed since the date of the last such review decision.

(5) On such a review a Practice Committee may—
(a) direct that the suspension shall be terminated;
(b) confirm the direction to suspend the person’s registration indefinitely; or
(c) direct that the suspension shall be terminated and the person’s registration

in the register shall be conditional on his compliance, during such period
not exceeding three years as may be specified in the direction, with such
conditions specified in the direction as the Practice Committee think fit to
impose for the protection of the public or in his interests.

(6) Where a Practice Committee give a direction under this section, the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction and (except in
the case of a direction under subsection (1)(a), (2)(a) or (5)(a) or a direction under
subsection (2)(c) that a condition or conditions shall be revoked) of his right to appeal
against it under section 29.]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F11728 Restoration of names to the register following erasure under section 27B U.K.

(1) A person whose name has been erased from the register in accordance with a direction
under section 27B(6)(a) may apply to the registrar for his name to be restored to the
register.
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(2) No application under this section for the restoration of a person’s name to the register
shall be made—

(a) before the end of the period of five years beginning with the date on which
the direction for erasure took effect; or

(b) within twelve months of the date on which an earlier application for the
restoration of his name was made.

(3) The registrar shall refer an application to the Professional Conduct Committee.

(4) When considering an application, the Professional Conduct Committee may, if they
consider it necessary and appropriate in a particular case, direct the applicant to do
one or both of the following—

(a) produce such evidence as to his fitness to practise as a dentist as the
Professional Conduct Committee shall specify;

(b) meet such further requirements, including requirements as to education and
training, as the Professional Conduct Committee shall specify.

(5) An application shall not be granted unless the applicant satisfies the Professional
Conduct Committee that—

(a) he is fit to practise as a dentist;
(b) he meets the requirements of section 15(3)(a) to (c);
(c) he meets the requirements of any rules made under section 34B which apply

to his case; and
(d) he meets any other requirements imposed in a direction under subsection (4)

(b).

(6) Where the Professional Conduct Committee grant an application, they may give one
or both of the following directions—

(a) a direction that the restoration of a person’s name to the register shall be
conditional on his satisfying the registrar that he meets the requirements of
section 26A (insurance);

(b) a direction that a person’s registration in the register shall be conditional
on his compliance, during such period not exceeding three years as may be
specified in the direction, with such conditions specified in the direction as
the Professional Conduct Committee think fit to impose for the protection of
the public or in his interests.

(7) If the Professional Conduct Committee refuse to grant an application, the registrar
shall forthwith serve on the applicant notification of the Professional Conduct
Committee’s decision and of his right to appeal against it under section 29.

(8) If the Professional Conduct Committee grant an application, the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the applicant notification of the Professional Conduct Committee’s
decision, and, in a case where a direction has been given under subsection (6)(b), of
his right to appeal against that direction under section 29.

(9) Where, during the same period of erasure, a second or subsequent application under
this section by the same person is unsuccessful, the Professional Conduct Committee
may direct that his right to make any further such applications shall be suspended
indefinitely.
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(10) If the Professional Conduct Committee give a direction under subsection (9), the
registrar shall forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction
and of his right to appeal against it under section 29.

(11) Any person in respect of whom a direction has been given under subsection (9) may,
after the end of the period of three years beginning with the date on which the direction
took effect, apply to the registrar for the direction to be reviewed by the Professional
Conduct Committee and, thereafter, may make further applications for review; but no
such application may be made before the end of the period of three years beginning
with the date of the most recent review decision.

(12) On a review under subsection (11), the Professional Conduct Committee may—
(a) confirm the direction under subsection (9); or
(b) direct that the person concerned may make an application under

subsection (1).]

Textual Amendments
F117 Ss. 27-28 substituted for ss. 27, 28 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 18 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

29 Appeals. U.K.

[F135(1) The following decisions are appealable decisions for the purposes of this section—
(a) a decision of the Professional Conduct Committee under section 24—

(i) giving a direction for erasure of a person’s name from the register
under subsection (3) of that section, or

(ii) refusing an application to restore a person’s name to the register, or
refusing to restore his name until the end of a specified period, under
subsection (6) of that section;

(b) a decision of a Practice Committee under section 27B or 27C giving a
direction for erasure, for suspension, for conditional registration or for
varying or adding to the conditions imposed by a direction for conditional
registration;F136...

(c) a decision of the Professional Conduct Committee under section 28—
(i) refusing to grant an application to restore a person’s name to the

register,
(ii) giving a direction for conditional registration under subsection (6)(b)

of that section, or
(iii) giving a direction under subsection (9) of that section suspending

indefinitely the right to make further applications under that section.
F137(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(1A) In subsection (1)—
(a) a reference to a direction for suspension includes a reference to a direction

extending a period of suspension and a direction for indefinite suspension; and
(b) a reference to a direction for conditional registration includes a reference to a

direction extending a period of conditional registration.
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(1B) Subject to subsection (1C), a person in respect of whom an appealable decision has
been made may, before the end of the period of 28 days beginning with the date on
which notification of the decision was served under section 24(7), 27B(8), 27C(6) or
28(7), (8) or (10), F138... appeal against the decision to the relevant court.

(1C) Where—
(a) any notification of a decision required to be served on a person under any of

the provisions specified in subsection (1B) is served by sending it to him by
post, and

(b) the registrar is satisfied, on the application of that person, that he did not
receive the notification within the period of 14 days beginning with the day
on which the decision was made,

the registrar may, if he thinks fit, by authorisation in writing extend the period of time
within which an appeal under this section may be brought.

(1D) In subsection (1B) “the relevant court”—
(a) in the case of a person whose address in the register is (or if he were registered

would be) in Scotland, means the Court of Session;
(b) in the case of a person whose address in the register is (or if he were registered

would be) in Northern Ireland, means the High Court in Northern Ireland; and
(c) in the case of any other person, means the High Court in England and Wales.]

F139(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F140(3) On an appeal under this section, the court may—
(a) dismiss the appeal,

[F141(b) allow the appeal and quash the decision appealed against F142...,
(c) substitute for the decision appealed against any other decision which

could have been made by F143... the Professional Conduct Committee, the
Professional Performance Committee or (as the case may be) the Health
Committee, or

(d) remit the case to F144... the Professional Conduct Committee, the Professional
Performance Committee or (as the case may be) the Health Committee to
dispose of the case under section 24, 27B, 27C or 28 in accordance with the
directions of the court,]

and may make such order as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) as it thinks fit.]

(4) The Council may appear as respondent on any appeal under this section; and for the
purpose of [F145any order as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) in relation to] any such
appeal the Council shall be deemed to be a party to it, whether they appear on the
hearing of the appeal or not.

Textual Amendments
F135 S. 29(1)-(1D) substituted for s. 29(1)(1A) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 19(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F136 Word in s. 29(1)(b) omitted (18.11.2016) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) Regulations 2016 (S.I. 2016/1030), regs. 1, 48(2) (with reg. 155)

F137 S. 29(1)(d) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
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13(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F138 Words in s. 29(1B) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 13(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F139 S. 29(2) repealed (1.4.2003) by National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act 2002
(c. 17), ss. 31(2)(c), 42(3), Sch. 9 Pt. 2 (with s. 31(7)(8)); S.I. 2003/833, art. 3(a)(c) (with art. 4)

F140 S. 29(3) substituted (1.4.2003) by National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act
2002 (c. 17), ss. 31(2)(d), 42(3) (with s. 31(7)(8)); S.I. 2003/833, art. 3(a) (with art. 4)

F141 S. 29(3)(b)-(d) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 19(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F142 Words in s. 29(3)(b) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 13(c)(i) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F143 Words in s. 29(3)(c) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 13(c)(ii) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F144 Words in s. 29(3)(d) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 13(c)(ii) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F145 Words in s. 29(4) substituted (1.4.2003) by National Health Service Reform and Health Care
Professions Act 2002 (c. 17), s. 42(3), Sch. 8 para. 16; S.I. 2003/833, art. 3(b) (with art. 4)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 S. 29 modified (temp.) (1.4.2003) by National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act

2002 (c. 17), ss. 31(8), 42(3); S.I. 2003/833, art. 3(a) (with art. 4)

[F14629A.Taking effect of directions for erasure, suspension, conditional registration
etc. U.K.

(1) This section applies to—
(a) a direction for erasure given by the Professional Conduct Committee under

section 24(3);
(b) a direction for erasure, suspension, conditional registration or variation of or

addition to the conditions of registration given by a Practice Committee under
section 27B or 27C; and

(c) a direction for conditional registration given by the Professional Conduct
Committee under section 28(6)(b).

(2) A direction to which this section applies shall take effect—
(a) where no appeal under section 29 is brought against the decision giving the

direction within the period of time specified in subsection (1B) of that section,
on the expiry of that period;

(b) where such an appeal is brought but is withdrawn or struck out for want of
prosecution, on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal; or
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(c) where such an appeal is brought and is not withdrawn or struck out for want
of prosecution, on the dismissal of the appeal.

(3) Where the period of time for appealing against a decision giving a direction is extended
under section 29(1C)—

(a) subsection (2) shall apply to the direction as if the reference in paragraph (a)
of that subsection to the period of time specified in section 29(1B) were a
reference to that period as so extended, and

(b) if the authorisation is given after the expiry of the period of time specified in
section 29(1B), the direction shall be deemed not to have taken effect on the
expiry of that period,

and any reference in this Act to the time when such a direction takes effect in
accordance with this section shall be construed accordingly.

(4) In this section—
(a) a reference to a direction for suspension includes a reference to a direction

extending a period of suspension and a direction for indefinite suspension; and
(b) a reference to a direction for conditional registration includes a reference to a

direction extending a period of conditional registration.]

Textual Amendments
F146 S. 29A inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
20 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F14730 Orders for immediate suspension and immediate conditional registration U.K.

(1) On giving a direction for erasure or for suspension under section 24(3), section 27B(6)
(a) or (b) or section 27C(2)(d) or (3) in respect of any person, the Practice Committee
giving the direction, if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection of the
public or is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of that person, may
order that his registration shall be suspended forthwith in accordance with this section.

(2) On giving a direction for conditional registration under section 27B(6)(c),
section 27C(1)(c) or (5)(c) or section 28(6)(b) in respect of any person, the Practice
Committee giving the direction, if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection
of the public or is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of that person,
may order that his registration shall be made conditional forthwith in accordance with
this section.

(3) Where, on the giving of a direction, an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made in
respect of a person, his registration in the register shall, subject to subsection (6), be
suspended or made conditional, as the case may be, from the time when the order is
made until the time when—

(a) the direction takes effect in accordance with section 29A;
(b) an appeal under section 29 against the decision giving the direction is

determined under section 29(3)(b) or (c); or
(c) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice Committee, the

Practice Committee dispose of the case.
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(4) Where a Practice Committee make an order under subsection (1) or (2), the registrar
shall forthwith serve on the person in respect of whom it is made notification of the
order and of his right to make an application under subsection (7).

(5) Where a Practice Committee make an order under subsection (1) or (2) in respect
of a person, and an interim order under section 32 in respect of that person has
been revoked by virtue of section 27B(9), that revocation shall take effect, subject to
subsection (6), from the time when the order under subsection (1) or (2) is made.

(6) If, when an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made, the person in respect of whom
it is made is neither present nor represented at the proceedings, subsections (3) and
(5) shall have effect as if, in each case, for the reference to the time when the order
is made, there were substituted a reference to the time when notification of the order
is served under subsection (4).

(7) A person in respect of whom an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made may apply to
the court for an order terminating any suspension imposed under subsection (1) or any
conditional registration imposed under subsection (2), and the decision of the court
on any such application shall be final.

(8) In subsection (7) “the court”—
(a) in the case of a person whose address in the register is in Scotland, means the

Court of Session;
(b) in the case of a person whose address in the register is in Northern Ireland,

means the High Court in Northern Ireland; and
(c) in the case of any other person, means the High Court in England and Wales.]

Textual Amendments
F147 S. 30 substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
21 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F14831 Special provisions where directions replace, or extend periods under, previous
directions. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F148 S. 31 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 22 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F14932 Interim orders U.K.

(1) This section applies to the Professional Conduct Committee, the Professional
Performance Committee, the Health Committee and the Interim Orders Committee,

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671


Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Part III – The Dental Profession
Document Generated: 2024-06-12

47

Changes to legislation: Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June
2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear

in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

and any reference in this section to a “Committee” is a reference to any of those
Committees.

(2) The Interim Orders Committee may exercise functions under this section only in
relation to a person whose case has been referred to them—

(a) by the registrar under section 27(5)(b);
(b) by the Investigating Committee under [F150section 27A(4A) or (6A)]; or
(c) by a Practice Committee in accordance with rules under paragraph 7(1)(c) of

Schedule 3.

(3) A Practice Committee may exercise functions under this section only in relation to a
person whose case has been referred to them—

(a) by the Investigating Committee under section 27A(4)(a) or (6)(a); or
(b) by another Practice Committee in accordance with rules under paragraph 7(1)

(a) of Schedule 3.

(4) Where a Committee are satisfied that it is necessary for the protection of the public
or is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person concerned,
for the person’s registration to be suspended or to be made subject to conditions, the
Committee may make—

(a) an order that his registration in the register shall be suspended during such
period not exceeding 18 months as may be specified in the order (an “interim
suspension order”); or

(b) an order that his registration shall be conditional on his compliance, during
such period not exceeding 18 months as may be specified in the order, with
such conditions so specified as the Committee think fit to impose (an “order
for interim conditional registration”).

(5) Subject to subsection (11), where a Committee have made an interim suspension order
or an order for interim conditional registration they—

(a) shall review it within the period of six months beginning with the date on
which the order was made, and shall thereafter, for so long as the order
continues in force, further review it—

(i) before the end of the period of six months beginning with the date of
the decision of the immediately preceding review, or

(ii) if after the end of the period of three months beginning with the
date of the decision of the immediately preceding review the person
concerned requests an earlier review, as soon as practicable after that
request; and

(b) may review it where new evidence relevant to the order has become available
after the making of the order.

(6) Where an interim suspension order or an order for interim conditional registration has
been made in relation to a person under any provision of this section (including this
subsection), the Committee that made the order may—

(a) revoke the order;
(b) make an order adding to, varying or revoking any condition imposed by the

order;
(c) if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection of the public or is

otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person concerned,
replace an interim suspension order with an order for interim conditional
registration having effect for the remainder of the term of the former; or



48 Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Part III – The Dental Profession

Document Generated: 2024-06-12
Changes to legislation: Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June

2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear
in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(d) if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection of the public or
is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person
concerned, replace an order for interim conditional registration with an interim
suspension order having effect for the remainder of the term of the former.

(7) If a Committee make an order under any provision of this section—
(a) the registrar shall forthwith serve notification of the order on the person to

whose registration it relates; and
(b) that order shall take effect from the time on which the notification mentioned

in paragraph (a) is served.

(8) The Council may apply to the court for an order made by a Committee under
subsection (4) or (6) to be extended, and may apply again for further extensions.

(9) On each such application the court may extend (or further extend) for up to twelve
months the period for which the order has effect.

(10) Any reference in this section to an interim suspension order, or to an order for interim
conditional registration, includes a reference to such an order as so extended.

(11) For the purposes of subsection (5) the first review after the court’s extension of an
order made by a Committee or after a replacement order made by a Committee under
subsection (6)(c) or (d) shall take place—

(a) if the order (or the order which has been replaced) had not been reviewed at
all under subsection (5), within the period of six months beginning with the
date on which the court ordered the extension or on which a replacement order
under subsection (6)(c) or (d) was made; and

(b) if it had been reviewed under subsection (5), within the period of three months
beginning with that date.

(12) Where an interim order has effect under any provision of this section, the court may—
(a) in the case of an interim suspension order, terminate the suspension,
(b) in the case of an order for interim conditional registration, revoke the order or

revoke, vary or add to any condition imposed by the order,
(c) in either case, substitute for the period specified in the order (or in an order

extending it) some other period which could have been specified in the order
(or in the order extending it) when it was made,

and the decision of the court on any application under this subsection shall be final.

(13) In this section “the court” has the meaning given by section 30(8).]

Textual Amendments
F149 S. 30 substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
23 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F150 Words in s. 32(2)(b) substituted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)
Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 15
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[F151Supplementary provisions]

Textual Amendments
F151 S. 33 and cross-heading substituted for s. 33 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 24 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F15133 Supplementary provisions relating to fitness to practise cases U.K.

(1) While a person’s registration in the register is suspended by virtue of a direction or
order under this Part—

(a) he shall be treated, except as provided in subsection (2), as not being registered
in the register notwithstanding that his name still appears in it; but

(b) sections 27, 27A, 27B and 27C shall continue to apply to him.

(2) While a person’s registration in the register is suspended by virtue of a direction or
order under this Part, he shall be treated for the purposes of compliance with rules
made under section 34A as if his registration were not suspended.

(3) Where any such direction as is mentioned in section 27C(1)(b), (c) or (d), (2)(b) or (d),
(3) or (5)(c) is given while a person’s registration is subject to conditions or suspended
by virtue of a direction under this Part, his registration shall continue to be conditional
or suspended throughout any period which may intervene between the time when (but
for this subsection) his registration would cease to be conditional or suspended, as the
case may be, and the time when—

(a) the direction takes effect in accordance with section 29A;
(b) an appeal under section 29 against the decision giving the direction is

determined under section 29(3)(b) or (c); or
(c) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice Committee, the

Practice Committee dispose of the case.

(4) If, on the determination of an appeal under section 29, a direction extending the current
period of suspension or conditional registration for a further period takes effect after
the time when (but for subsection (3)) the current period of suspension or conditional
registration would have ended, that further period shall be treated as having started
to run at that time.

(5) Subsection (3) is subject to any order made under section 30(1) or (2).

[F152(5A) In exercising a function under section 27B, 27C or 28, a Practice Committee (or any
panel by which the function is exercisable as mentioned in section 2(6A)) must have
regard to the over-arching objective.]

(6) Schedule 3 to this Act (proceedings before the Investigating Committee, the Interim
Orders Committee and Practice Committees: dentists) shall have effect.]

Textual Amendments
F152 S. 33(5A) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s.

6(4), Sch. para. 1(4); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/33/5A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/section/6/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/section/6/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/schedule/paragraph/1/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/906
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/906/regulation/2/b
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[F15333A.Recording of suspension or conditional registration etc. U.K.

(1) Where a direction or order under this Part for suspension, conditional registration or
variation of or addition to the conditions of registration takes effect in relation to a
person, the registrar shall make a note in the register of that fact and of the period for
which that person’s registration is to be suspended or made conditional.

(2) The registrar shall erase that note from the register at such time as the direction or
order ceases (for any reason) to have effect.

(3) In this section—
(a) a reference to a direction or order for suspension includes a reference to

a direction or order extending a period of suspension and a direction for
indefinite suspension; and

(b) a reference to a direction or order for conditional registration includes a
reference to a direction or order extending a period of conditional registration.

(4) Where a direction under section 24(3) or 27B(6)(a) (direction for erasure from the
register) in respect of a person takes effect, the registrar shall remove that person’s
name from the register.

(5) Where a decision under section 24(6)(a) or 28 that a person’s name is to be restored
to the register takes effect, the registrar shall restore that person’s name to the register.

Textual Amendments
F153 Ss. 33A-33C inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
25 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

33B. The Council’s power to require disclosure of information U.K.

(1) For the purpose of assisting the Council or any of their committees in carrying out
functions under this Part, the Council may require a person (“the relevant party”)
whose fitness to practise as a dentist is in question, to provide details of any person—

(a) by whom the relevant party is employed to provide services in, or in relation
to, any area of dentistry; or

(b) with whom he has an arrangement to provide such services.

(2) For the purpose of assisting the Council or any of their committees in carrying out
functions under this Part in respect of a person’s fitness to practise as a dentist, the
Council may require any person (except the person in respect of whom the information
or document is sought) to supply any information or produce any document in his
custody or under his control which appears to the Council relevant to the discharge
of those functions.

(3) Nothing in this section shall require or permit any disclosure of information which is
prohibited by any relevant enactment [F154or relevant provision of the [F155UK GDPR]]
.

[F156(4) For the purposes of subsection (3)—
“relevant enactment” means any enactment other than—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
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(a) this Act, or
(b) the listed provisions in paragraph 1 of Schedule 11 to the Data Protection

Act 2018 (exemptions to Part 4 : disclosures required by law);
“relevant provision of [F157the UK GDPR]” means any provision of [F157the

UK GDPR] apart from the listed [F158UK GDPR provisions] in paragraph 1 of
Schedule 2 to the Data Protection Act 2018 ([F158UK GDPR provisions] to be
adapted or restricted: disclosures required by law).]

(5) A person shall not be required to supply any information or produce any document
under subsection (2) which he could not be compelled to supply or produce in civil
proceedings before the relevant court.

(6) In subsection (5) “the relevant court” means—
(a) if the person’s address in the register is in Scotland or, if he is not registered

in the register, he is resident there, the Court of Session;
(b) if the person’s address in the register is in Northern Ireland or, if he is not

registered in the register, he is resident there, the High Court in Northern
Ireland;

(c) in any other case, the High Court in England and Wales.

(7) If a person fails to supply any information or produce any document within 14 days
of being required to do so under subsection (1) or (2), the Council may seek an order
of the relevant court requiring the information to be supplied or the document to be
produced.

(8) In subsection (7), “the relevant court” means the county court or, in Scotland, the
sheriff.

(9) In subsection (8), “the sheriff” means the sheriff in whose sheriffdom is situated the
address of the person who fails to supply the information or produce the document;
and in this subsection, “address” means, where the person is registered, his address in
the register, or, where he is not registered in the register, the address where he resides.

(10) For the purposes of subsection (4), “enactment” includes—
(a) a provision of, or an instrument made under, an Act of the Scottish Parliament;
(b) a provision of, or an instrument made under, Northern Ireland legislation; and
(c) a provision of subordinate legislation (within the meaning of the Interpretation

Act 1978).
F159(11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F153 Ss. 33A-33C inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
25 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F154 Words in s. 33B(3) inserted (25.5.2018) by Data Protection Act 2018 (c. 12), s. 212(1), Sch. 19 para.
28(2) (with ss. 117, 209, 210); S.I. 2018/625, reg. 2(1)(g)

F155 Words in s. 33B(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 15(2) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/section/212/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/28/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/28/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/section/117
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/section/209
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/section/210
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/625
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/625/regulation/2/1/g
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/3/paragraph/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/3/paragraph/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/3/paragraph/112
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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F156 S. 33B(4) substituted (25.5.2018) by Data Protection Act 2018 (c. 12), s. 212(1), Sch. 19 para. 28(3)
(with ss. 117, 209, 210); S.I. 2018/625, reg. 2(1)(g)

F157 Words in s. 33B(4) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 15(3)(a) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F158 Words in s. 33B(4) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 15(3)(b) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F159 S. 33B(11) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 15(4) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

33C. Notification and disclosure by the Council U.K.

(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after an allegation as to a person’s fitness to practise
as a dentist has been referred to the Investigating Committee under section 27(5)(a),
the Council shall inform the following persons of that fact—

(a) the Secretary of State, the Department of Health, Social Services and Public
Safety in Northern Ireland, the Scottish Ministers and the National Assembly
for Wales; and

(b) any person in the United Kingdom to whom subsection (2) applies.

(2) This subsection applies to a person if the Council are aware that he—
(a) employs the person concerned to provide services in, or in relation to, any

area of dentistry; or
(b) has an arrangement with the person concerned for that person to provide such

services.

(3) The Council or the registrar may disclose to any person any information relating to a
person’s fitness to practise as a dentist, including information relating to an allegation
under section 27, where they consider it to be in the public interest for the information
to be disclosed.]

Textual Amendments
F153 Ss. 33A-33C inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
25 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F16034 Restoration of name erased under s. 27. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F160 S. 34 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 26 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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[F161Professional training and development requirements

Textual Amendments
F161 Ss. 34A, 34B and preceding cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(2) of

the amending S.I.) by S.I. 2001/3926, art. 8

[F16234A Professional training and development requirements U.K.

(1) Rules shall require registered dentists to undertake such professional training and
development as may be specified in the rules.

(2) If it appears to the registrar that a person has failed to comply with the requirements
of rules made under subsection (1), the registrar may erase the person’s name from
the register.

(3) Where a person’s name has been erased from the register under subsection (2), that
name shall be restored to the register on that person’s application if he satisfies the
registrar that he meets the requirements of—

(a) section 15(3)(a) to (c);
(b) section 26A; and
(c) any rules made under section 34B which apply to his case.

(4) Rules shall specify the procedures to be followed before the registrar—
(a) may erase a person’s name from the register under subsection (2); or
(b) may make a decision whether or not to restore a person’s name to the register

under subsection (3).

(5) Where, in the course of proceedings under this Part, it appears to the Investigating
Committee, a Practice Committee or the Interim Orders Committee that a person to
whose registration the proceedings relate may be failing to meet the requirements of
rules made under subsection (1), that Committee may refer the question of whether
he is failing to meet them to the registrar.]

Textual Amendments
F162 S. 34A substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
27 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F16334AA.Limits on section 34A as respects visiting dentists from relevant European
States U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F163 S. 34AA omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3926
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/3926/article/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
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14 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

[F16434B Restoration of name to the register: professional training and
development U.K.

(1) Rules shall specify the requirements as to professional training and development to
be met by a person who seeks the restoration of his name to the register following its
erasure under any provision of this Part.

(2) Rules under this section must not require a person to do anything which amounts to
the practice of dentistry.]]

Textual Amendments
F164 S. 34B substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
27 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Effect of disqualification in [F165a relevant European] State

Textual Amendments
F165 Words in s. 35 cross-heading substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and

Social Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 119(a)

35 Effect on registration of disqualification in [F166a relevant European]
State. U.K.

(1) A person who is subject to a disqualifying decision in [F167a relevant European State]
in which he is or has been established in dental practice shall not be entitled to be
registered under section [F16815(1)(c) in reliance on a relevant European diploma]
above.

(2) A disqualifying decision in [F169a relevant European State] in respect of a person is a
decision made by responsible authorities in that State and—

(a) expressed to be made on the grounds that he has committed a criminal
offence [F170or on grounds related to his professional conduct, professional
performance or physical or mental health], and

(b) having in that State the effect either that he is no longer registered or
otherwise officially recognised as a dental practitioner, or that he is prohibited
[F171(whether on a permanent or temporary basis)] from practising there.

(3) If a person [F172 has been registered under section 15(1)(c) in reliance on a relevant
European diploma, or under subsection (1)(b) or (ba) of that section as it had effect
before IP completion day, when he was] subject to a disqualifying decision the
registrar, on being satisfied that the person was at that time and still is subject to the
decision, shall remove his name from the register.

F173(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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[F174(5) Where on or after the date on which a person was registered by virtue of section
[F17515(1)(c) in reliance on a relevant European diploma, or under subsection (1)(b)
or (ba) of that section as it had effect before IP completion day,] a disqualifying
decision relating to him comes into force, this Part shall apply, with any necessary
modifications, as if it had been found that he had been convicted of the criminal offence
referred to in the disqualifying decision, or that his professional conduct, professional
performance or physical or mental health had been such as is imputed to him by that
decision, as the case may be.]

Textual Amendments
F166 Words in s. 35 side-note substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social

Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 119(a)
F167 Words in s. 35(1) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 119(b)
F168 Words in s. 35(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
15(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F169 Words in s. 35(2) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 119(b)

F170 Words in s. 35(2)(a) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending
S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 28(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F171 Words in s. 35(2)(b) inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 119(d)

F172 Words in s. 35(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
15(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F173 S. 35(4) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 28(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F174 S. 35(5) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
28(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F175 Words in s. 35(5) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
15(c) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

[F176Visiting dentists from relevant European States]

Textual Amendments
F176 S. 36 cross-heading substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 120(a)
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F17736 Visiting dentists from relevant European States. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F177 S. 36 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
16 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

[F178The Directive: designation of competent authority etc.]

Textual Amendments
F178 Ss. 36ZA, 36ZB and cross-heading inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and

Social Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 121

F17936ZA.The Directive: designation of competent authority etc. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F179 S. 36ZA omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
17 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F18036ZB.Fees for provision of certificates U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F180 S. 36ZB omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
17 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

[F181PART 3A U.K.

PROFESSIONS COMPLEMENTARY TO DENTISTRY

Textual Amendments
F181 Pt. 3A inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
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21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
29 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Introductory

36A. Professions complementary to dentistry U.K.

(1) For the purposes of this Act, a profession complementary to dentistry is a profession—
(a) the majority of whose members work in connection with the provision of

dental care—
(i) with persons receiving such care, or

(ii) with persons registered in the dentists register or the dental care
professionals register established by section 36B; and

(b) in respect of which the regulatory body is not a body (other than the Council)
[F182listed in section 25(3)] of the National Health Service Reform and Health
Care Professions Act 2002.

(2) The Council may by regulations specify—
(a) a profession complementary to dentistry; or
(b) a class of members of a profession complementary to dentistry.

(3) Regulations under subsection (2) specifying a profession or class of members must
also specify a title which applies to that profession or class.

(4) Regulations under subsection (2) shall not come into force until approved by order of
the Privy Council.

(5) Before making regulations under subsection (2), the Council shall consult
organisations appearing to the Council to be representative of the professions, or
classes of members of professions, specified in the proposed regulations.

(6) The following provisions of this Part apply in relation to all members of a profession
complementary to dentistry except those members of a profession or class in relation
to which no regulations under subsection (2) are in force.

Textual Amendments
F182 Words in s. 36A(1)(b) substituted (1.12.2012) by Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4),

Sch. 15 para. 67; S.I. 2012/2657, art. 2(3)

Education and registration

36B. The dental care professionals register U.K.

(1) There shall be a register of members of professions complementary to dentistry to be
known as the dental care professionals register.

[F183(1A) The dental care professionals register shall contain particulars of persons who under
section 36C are entitled to be registered in the dental care professionals register.]

(2) The dental care professionals register shall be kept by the registrar.
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(3) Subsections (4) and (5) of section 14 apply to the register established under this
section, and to the registrar’s duties as keeper of that register, as they apply to the
dentists register and to the registrar’s duties in respect of the dentists register.

(4) Rules may make provision relating to the form of the dental care professionals register
and the manner in which it is to be kept.

(5) A person may not be registered in the dental care professionals register except under
one or more of the titles specified in regulations under section 36A(2).

(6) A certificate purporting to be signed by the registrar, certifying that a person—
(a) is registered in the dental care professionals register under a particular title,
(b) is not registered in that register under a particular title,
(c) was registered in that register under a particular title at a specified date or

during a specified period,
(d) was not registered in that register under a particular title at a specified date or

during a specified period, or
(e) has never been registered in that register under a particular title,

shall be evidence (and in Scotland sufficient evidence) of the matters certified.

Textual Amendments
F183 S. 36B(1A) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
18 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

36C. Qualifications for registration U.K.

(1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a person shall be entitled to be registered under
a particular title in the dental care professionals register if he satisfies the registrar—

[F184(a) of matter A or C, and
(b) of matter D.]

(2) Matter A is that the person holds a qualification or qualifications approved by the
Council under section 36D(2) in relation to the profession, or class of members of a
profession, to which the title applies.

F185(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(4) Matter C is that the person—
(a) holds a qualification or qualifications [F186, other than a diploma in dentistry]

granted by an institution or institutions outside the United Kingdom relevant
to the profession complementary to dentistry, or class of members of such a
profession, to which the title applies (in this section referred to as “relevant
qualifications”); [F187and]

(b) has satisfied the Council that he has the requisite knowledge and skill to
practise as a member of the profession or class to which the title applies
[F188(see sections 36CB (requisite knowledge and skill: holders of relevant
qualifications) and 36CC (requisite knowledge and skill: recognition of
relevant qualifications))]; F189...
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F189(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[
F190(4A)

Subsection (4)(b) does not apply to a person whose application for registration is made
in reliance on a relevant qualification that—

(a) was granted in a relevant European State, and
(b) demonstrates, in the opinion of the Council, a comparable level of knowledge

and skill to that demonstrated by a qualification approved (or qualifications
together approved) in respect of the same profession or class under
section 36D(2).]

[
F191(4B)

Subsection (4)(b) does not apply to a person whose application for registration is made
in reliance on a relevant qualification that is a specified state qualification or relevant
qualifications that are specified state qualifications where—

(a) the relevant qualification demonstrates or the relevant qualifications taken
together demonstrate, in the opinion of the Council, a comparable level of
knowledge and skill to that demonstrated by a qualification approved (or
qualifications together approved) in respect of the same profession or class
under section 36D(2), or

(b) the person has met the requirement specified in relation to the person under
subsection (4E).

(4C) The Council may determine that the person’s relevant qualification does not or relevant
qualifications taken together do not meet the standard in subsection (4B)(a) only where
one or more of Conditions 1 to 3 are met.

(4D) For the purposes of this section—
(a) Condition 1 is met where there exists a substantial difference between

the level of knowledge and skill demonstrated by the person’s relevant
qualification or qualifications taken together and the level of knowledge and
skill demonstrated by a qualification approved (or qualifications together
approved) in respect of the same profession or class under section 36D(2);

(b) Condition 2 is met where the professional activities to which the qualification
approved (or qualifications together approved) by the Council under
section 36D(2) in respect of the same profession or class relates (or
relate) include one or more professional activities that cover substantially
different matters from those covered by the person’s relevant qualification or
qualifications;

(c) Condition 3 is met where requiring the person to take an aptitude test or
complete an assessment period, or to do both, would amount to requiring
the person to acquire a qualification approved (or qualifications together
approved) by the Council under section 36D(2) in respect of the same
profession or class.

(4E) If the person applies to be registered by virtue of subsection (4B)(b), the Council must
specify in relation to the person what aptitude test or adaptation period, or aptitude
test and adaptation period, must be passed or successfully completed by the person.

(4F) Subsection (4E) does not apply if the person’s relevant qualification is or
relevant qualifications taken together are determined not to meet the standard in
subsection (4B)(a) because Condition 3 is met in relation to the qualification or
qualifications.

(4G) Where the Council specify under subsection (4E) an aptitude test or adaptation period,
or both, in relation to a person, the aptitude test or the adaptation period, or the aptitude
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test and the adaptation period together, must be proportionate to the difference sought
to be addressed.

(4H) The Council must give a person their reasons for specifying an aptitude test or an
adaptation period, or both, in relation to the person under this section, if the person
makes a written request for them.

(4I) If the Council specify aptitude tests in relation to persons under this section, the
Council must ensure that such tests are scheduled with reasonable frequency and at
least once a year.]

F192(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) Matter D is—
(a) the person’s identity;

[
F193(aa)

that he has the necessary knowledge of English;]

(b) that he is of good character; and
(c) that he is in good health, both physically and mentally.

F194(6A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F195(6B) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F196(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F197(8) In this section—
“adaptation period”, in relation to registration under a particular title in the

dental care professionals register, means a period of practice subject to an
assessment and, where necessary, accompanied by further training, which is
supervised by a registered dental care professional of the profession, or class
of members of a profession, to which the title applies;

“aptitude test”, in relation to registration under a particular title in the dental
care professionals register, means an assessment with the aim of determining
whether a person has the knowledge and skill that the Council consider to be
required for a person to practise as a member of the profession or class to
which the title relates.]

Textual Amendments
F184 S. 36C(1)(a)(b) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
19(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F185 S. 36C(3) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
19(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F186 Words in s. 36C(4)(a) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 4(1)(a) (with Sch. 5 para. 2)

F187 Word in s. 36C(4)(a) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge
of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 20(2)(a); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5
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F188 Words in s. 36C(4)(b) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 4(1)(b) (with Sch. 5 para. 2)

F189 S. 36C(4)(c) and word omitted (1.4.2016) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 20(2)(b); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F190 S. 36C(4A) inserted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
19(c) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F191 S. 36C(4B)-(4I) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 26(a)

F192 S. 36C(5) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 4(1)(c) (with Sch. 5 para. 2)

F193 S. 36C(6)(aa) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 20(3); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F194 S. 36C(6A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
19(e) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F195 S. 36C(6B) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
19(e) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F196 S. 36C(7) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 123(d)

F197 S. 36C(8) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation
of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 26(b)

[
F19836CA.

Supplementary provisions as to necessary knowledge of English U.K.

(1) The Council must publish guidance about—
(a) the evidence, information or documents to be provided by an applicant for the

purpose of satisfying the registrar under section 36C(6)(aa) that the applicant
has the necessary knowledge of English; and

(b) the process by which the registrar is to determine whether the registrar is
satisfied as mentioned in paragraph (a).

(2) The registrar must have regard to the guidance published under subsection (1) in
determining whether the registrar is satisfied as mentioned in subsection (1)(a).

(3) Subsections (4) and (6) apply if, having considered any evidence, information or
documents provided by the applicant in support of the applicant’s application, the
registrar is not satisfied under section 36C(6)(aa) that the applicant has the necessary
knowledge of English.

(4) The registrar may request the applicant to provide further evidence, information or
documents within such period as the registrar may specify.

[
F199(4A)

Where the applicant applies in reliance on a specified state qualification or
qualifications, the registrar may not request more evidence, information or documents
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than is necessary to demonstrate to the registrar that the applicant has the necessary
knowledge of English.]

F200(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) The registrar may require the applicant—
(a) to undergo an examination or other assessment; and
(b) to provide information in respect of that examination or assessment,

within such period as the registrar may specify.

[
F201(6A)

Where the registrar requires an applicant who applies in reliance on a specified state
qualification or qualifications to undergo an examination or other assessment, the
examination or assessment must be proportionate to the knowledge of English referred
to in section 36C(6)(aa).]

F202(7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F203(8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(9) Guidance published under subsection (1) may make different provision in relation to
different cases or classes of case, and in particular in relation to different descriptions
of registered dental care professionals.

(10) The Council must keep guidance published under subsection (1) under review and
may vary or withdraw it whenever they consider it appropriate to do so.

(11) If the Council vary any guidance published under subsection (1) they must publish
the guidance as varied.

(12) Before publishing any guidance under subsection (1), or varying or withdrawing it, the
Council must consult the persons and bodies mentioned in section 36M(5)(a) to (c).

(13) The Council may charge such fee as they consider reasonable for the provision of a
copy of the guidance to any person.

(14) In this section—
(a) references to an applicant are references to a person applying for registration

under a title in F204... the dental care professionals register, and
(b) references to guidance published under subsection (1) include references to

guidance published by virtue of subsection (11).]

Textual Amendments
F198 S. 36CA inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of English)

Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 21; S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5
F199 S. 36CA(4A) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and

Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 27(a)

F200 S. 36CA(5) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
20(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F201 S. 36CA(6A) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 27(b)
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F202 S. 36CA(7) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
20(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F203 S. 36CA(8) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
20(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F204 Words in s. 36CA(14)(a) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and
Social Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2),
Sch. 3 para. 20(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

[
F20536CB.

Requisite knowledge and skill: holders of relevant qualifications U.K.

(1) Rules may make provision for the purpose of determining whether a person who
holds a relevant qualification has the requisite knowledge and skill mentioned in
section 36C(4)(b).

(2) Rules made by virtue of subsection (1) may (in particular) make provision—
(a) requiring the person to undertake an assessment;
(b) imposing such other requirements on the person as the Council considers

appropriate;
(c) enabling the Council to require the payment of fees for the purpose of meeting

expenses incurred, or to be incurred, by the Council in determining whether
the person has the requisite knowledge and skill.

(3) In this section “relevant qualification” has the same meaning as in section 36C (see
section 36C(4)(a)).

Textual Amendments
F205 Ss. 36CB, 36CC inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 4(2)

36CC. Requisite knowledge and skill: recognition of relevant qualifications U.K.

(1) The Council may recognise a relevant qualification of a particular kind as furnishing
such guarantees as to the knowledge and skill of the person who holds the relevant
qualification that no further enquiry into the knowledge and skill of that person is
necessary.

(2) A person who holds a relevant qualification recognised by the Council for the time
being in accordance with subsection (1) is to be taken to have satisfied the Council that
the person holds the requisite knowledge and skill mentioned in section 36C(4)(b).

(3) Rules may make provision about the recognition of a relevant qualification under
subsection (1).

(4) Rules made by virtue of subsection (3) may (in particular) make provision enabling the
Council to require the payment of fees for the purpose of meeting expenses incurred,
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or to be incurred, by the Council in determining applications for the recognition of
relevant qualifications.

(5) In this section “relevant qualification” has the same meaning as in section 36C (see
section 36C(4)(a)).]

Textual Amendments
F205 Ss. 36CB, 36CC inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing

Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 4(2)

36D. Education and training for members of professions complementary to
dentistry U.K.

(1) For each regulated profession or class, the Council shall, from time to time—
(a) determine the appropriate standard of proficiency which, in their opinion, is

required for a person to practise competently and safely as a member of the
profession or class; and

(b) specify the content and standard of the education and training (including
practical experience) which, in their opinion, is required for imparting the
knowledge and skills necessary for a person to obtain that proficiency.

(2) Where the Council are satisfied that—
(a) a qualification granted by an institution in the United Kingdom is evidence of

having reached the standard of proficiency for a regulated profession or class
determined under subsection (1),

(b) a qualification which such an institution proposes to grant will be such
evidence, or

(c) two or more qualifications granted or to be granted as mentioned in
paragraph (a) or (b), taken together, are or will be such evidence,

the Council may approve that qualification or those qualifications in relation to that
regulated profession or class.

(3) The matters determined or specified under subsection (1), and the qualifications
approved under subsection (2), shall be published by the Council from time to time in
such form as appears to them to be appropriate.

(4) The Council shall ensure that establishments providing or overseeing courses of
education or training for persons who seek registration under a title in the dental care
professionals register are notified of—

(a) the matters for the time being determined or specified under subsection (1);
and

(b) the qualifications for the time being approved under subsection (2).

(5) Rules shall make provision for the withdrawal of approval given under subsection (2)
in such circumstances as may be specified in the rules.

(6) Rules may make provision for the appointment by the Council of persons to visit
establishments which provide or oversee, or seek to provide or oversee, courses of
education or training for persons referred to in subsection (4), for the purposes of
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advising and reporting back to the Council upon matters connected with such courses,
including—

(a) the sufficiency of instruction provided or overseen by, or to be provided or
overseen by, those establishments;

(b) the suitability of a particular qualification for approval under subsection (2);
and

(c) whether approval of a particular qualification ought to be withdrawn under
rules under subsection (5).

(7) Rules may make provision—
(a) for the appointment by the Council of persons to attend examinations (or other

forms of assessment) taken by persons attempting to obtain qualifications
approved under subsection (2); and

(b) for persons appointed under paragraph (a) to report back to the Council on
their findings.

(8) In this section “regulated profession or class” means a profession complementary to
dentistry, or class of members of such a profession, specified in regulations under
section 36A(2).

Procedure for registration

36E. Rules relating to the dental care professionals register U.K.

[
F206(1)]

Rules may make provision relating to—
(a) the form of an application by a person seeking registration under a title [F207in

F208... the dental care professionals register];
(b) the manner in which an application under paragraph (a) is to be made;
(c) the evidence and information which an applicant must supply in support of

an application under paragraph (a) [F209(other than evidence and information
falling within section 36CA(1))];

(d) the details which must be entered in the dental care professionals register; and
(e) the procedure for the making, alteration and deletion of entries in that register.

[F210(2) Subsection (1) is subject to section 36EA.]

Textual Amendments
F206 s. 36E renumbered as s. 36E(1) (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and

Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 28(a)

F207 Words in s. 36E(a) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 124

F208 Words in s. 36E(a) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 21 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F209 Words in s. 36E(c) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 22; S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5
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F210 S. 36E(2) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation
of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 28(b)

[
F21136EA

Applications by specified state professionals under section 36C U.K.

(1) Where a person applies for registration under section 36C in reliance on a specified
state qualification or qualifications, the registrar must—

(a) within the period of one month beginning with the date of receipt of the
application—

(i) acknowledge receipt of the application; and
(ii) inform the applicant of any missing document required for the

purposes of the application;
(b) give the applicant adequate time to complete the requirements and procedures

of the application process;
(c) ensure that the evidence and information which the applicant must supply in

support of the application is no more than is necessary to demonstrate to the
registrar that the applicant satisfies the requirements for registration;

(d) accept certified copies of documents in place of original documents, unless the
Council require original documents to protect the integrity of the application
process; and

(e) deal promptly with the application and notify the applicant of the result of the
application within the period of four months beginning with the relevant date.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)(d), a certified copy of a document is one which is
certified to be a true copy of the original by a solicitor practising in any part of the
United Kingdom.

(3) In subsection (1)(e), “the relevant date”, in relation to an application, is—
(a) the date when the registrar receives the application, or
(b) if any document required for the purposes of the application is missing when

the registrar receives the application, the date on which the registrar first has
all the documents required for those purposes.

(4) If the registrar makes a request for further evidence, information or documents from
the applicant, the period beginning with the date on which the registrar makes that
request and ending with the date on which the applicant complies with that request
is to be disregarded in determining whether the period of four months referred to in
subsection (1)(e) has expired.

(5) If the registrar imposes a requirement on the applicant under section 36CA(6), the
period beginning with the date on which the registrar imposes that requirement
and ending with the date on which the applicant satisfies that requirement is to be
disregarded in determining whether that period of four months has expired.

(6) A document which is requested or required under section 36CA(4) or (6)(b) is not to
be treated as missing for the purposes of this section.]
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Textual Amendments
F211 S. 36EA inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation

of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 29

36F. Fees U.K.

(1) [F212[F213The] Council] may by regulations—
(a) prescribe a fee F214...—

(i) [F215to be charged on] the entry of a person’s name in the dental
care professionals register under a title (including a name already
registered in that register under another title or titles) [F216or to be
charged otherwise in connection with an application for registration],

(ii) [F217to be charged on] the restoration of a person’s name to that register
under a title (including a name already registered in that register under
another title or titles), or

(iii) [F218to be charged on] the entry in that register of additional
qualifications held by a registered dental care professional;

(b) prescribe a fee to be charged in respect of the retention of a person’s name
under a title or titles in the dental care professionals register for each period
of twelve months;

(c) provide for the payment by instalments of a fee prescribed by regulations
under paragraph (b);

(d) authorise the registrar (notwithstanding anything in this Act) to refuse to make
[F219any entry in the dental care professionals register or take any other action
in connection with an application for registration in that register or restore any
entry to that register] until a fee prescribed by regulations under this section
has been paid.

[
F220(1ZA)

If regulations under this section prescribe a fee to be charged on the entry of a person’s
name in the register in a case where the person applies for registration in reliance on
a specified state qualification or qualifications, the fee must be—

(a) reasonable and proportionate to the cost of dealing with such a person’s
application;

(b) transparent, and made public in advance; and
(c) payable by electronic means through the Council’s own website.]

F221(1A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) The Council may by regulations provide that where a person, after such notices and
warnings as may be provided for in the regulations, fails to pay a fee prescribed by
regulations under subsection (1)(b), the registrar may erase that person’s name from
registration under all titles under which that person is registered in the dental care
professionals register.

(3) Where a person’s name has been erased from registration under a particular title by
virtue of regulations under subsection (2), that name shall be restored to the dental
care professionals register under that title on that person’s application if he satisfies
the registrar—

(a) of Matter D within the meaning of section 36C; and
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(b) that he meets the requirements of—
(i) section 36L, and

(ii) any rules made under section 36Z2 which apply to his case.

(4) Where, under subsection (3), the registrar refuses to restore a person’s name to the
dental care professionals register under a title, the registrar shall forthwith serve on
the person concerned notification of the decision and of the reasons for it.

Textual Amendments
F212 Words in s. 36F(1) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 125(a)
F213 Word in s. 36F(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
22(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F214 Words in s. 36F(1)(a) omitted (19.10.2015) by virtue of The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(2)(a); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F215 Words in s. 36F(1)(a)(i) inserted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(2)(b)(i); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F216 Words in s. 36F(1)(a)(i) inserted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(2)(b)(ii); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F217 Words in s. 36F(1)(ii) inserted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(2)(c); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F218 Words in s. 36F(1)(iii) inserted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(2)(c); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F219 Words in s. 36F(1)(d) substituted (19.10.2015) by The Health Care and Associated Professions
(Knowledge of English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 23(3); S.I. 2015/1451, art. 2(b)

F220 S. 36F(1ZA) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 30

F221 S. 36F(1A) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
22(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

Publication of the dental care professionals register

36G. Publication of the dental care professionals register U.K.

(1) The registrar shall make available to members of the public in such form as he
considers appropriate—

(a) the names of persons appearing in the dental care professionals register;
(b) the title or titles under which a person is registered in that register;
(c) the qualifications of persons appearing in that register; and
(d) such other details as the Council may direct.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the registrar may provide a member of the public
with a copy of, or extract from, the dental care professionals register, and any such
copy or extract shall be evidence (and in Scotland sufficient evidence) of the matters
mentioned in it.
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Erasures and alterations in the dental care professionals register

36H. Erasure of names of deceased persons and of those who have ceased to
practise U.K.

(1) The registrar shall erase the name of a deceased person from registration under all titles
under which that person is registered in the dental care professionals register; and on
registering the death of a registered dental care professional, a registrar of births and
deaths shall, without charge to the recipient, send forthwith by post to the registrar a
copy certified under his hand of the entry in the register of deaths relating to the death.

(2) Where a person is registered in the dental care professionals register under a title
applying to a particular profession, or class of members of a profession, and has ceased
to practise as a member of that profession or class, the registrar may, with that person’s
consent, erase his name from registration in that register under that title.

(3) The registrar may send by post to a registered dental care professional a notice
inquiring whether he has ceased to practise as a member of a particular profession
complementary to dentistry, or class of members of such a profession, or has changed
his residence and, if no answer is received to the inquiry within six months from the
posting of the notice, the registrar may erase that person’s name from registration under
all titles under which that person is registered in the dental care professionals register.

(4) Where, under subsection (2) or (3) or at a person’s request, a person’s name has been
erased from registration under a particular title, that name shall be restored to the dental
care professionals register under that title on that person’s application if the conditions
specified in subsection (5) are met.

(5) The conditions referred to in subsection (4) are that—
(a) the original entry of the person’s name in the dental care professionals register

under the title in question was not incorrectly made or fraudulently procured;
(b) the person satisfies the registrar of Matter D within the meaning of

section 36C; and
(c) the person also satisfies the registrar that he meets the requirements of—

(i) section 36L, and
(ii) any rules made under section 36Z2 which apply to his case.

36I. Erasure on grounds of fraud or error U.K.

(1) If the registrar is satisfied that any entry in the dental care professionals register has
been incorrectly made, he shall erase that entry from that register.

(2) If the registrar has reason to believe that any entry in the dental care professionals
register has been fraudulently procured, he shall refer the matter to the Professional
Conduct Committee to determine the question of whether that entry has been
fraudulently procured.

(3) If the Professional Conduct Committee determine that the entry in the dental care
professionals register has been fraudulently procured, they may direct that the name
of the person to whom the entry relates shall be erased from registration under all titles
under which he is registered in that register.
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(4) Where a person’s name has been erased from registration under a particular title under
subsection (3), that person may apply to the Council for his name to be restored to
that register under that title.

(5) The Council shall refer an application under subsection (4) to the Professional Conduct
Committee.

(6) The Professional Conduct Committee shall determine an application referred under
subsection (5) and may decide—

(a) that the person’s name is to be restored to the dental care professionals register
under the title in question;

(b) that the person’s name is not to be restored to that register under the title in
question; or

(c) that the person’s name is not to be restored to that register under the title in
question until the end of such period as the Professional Conduct Committee
shall specify.

(7) If the Professional Conduct Committee give a direction under subsection (3) or
a decision under subsection (6), the registrar shall forthwith serve on the person
concerned notification of the direction or decision and (except in the case of a decision
under subsection (6)(a)) of his right to appeal against it under section 36S.]

[F222Registration appeals

Textual Amendments
F222 S. 36J and cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 30 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

36J. Registration appeals U.K.

Schedule 4A to this Act (registration appeals: dental care professionals register) shall
have effect.]

[F223Use of titles and descriptions

Textual Amendments
F223 Ss. 36K-36V and cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 31 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

36K. Use of titles and descriptions U.K.

(1) A registered dental care professional shall not take or use, or affix to or use in
connection with his premises—
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(a) any description reasonably calculated to suggest that he possesses any
professional status or qualification other than a professional status or
qualification which he in fact possesses and which is indicated by particulars
entered in the dental care professionals register in respect of him; or

(b) any title specified in regulations under section 36A(2) except the title or titles
under which he is registered in the dental care professionals register.

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Insurance

[F22436L.Indemnity arrangements U.K.

(1) A registered dental care professional who practises as a member of a profession
complementary to dentistry must have in force, in relation to each title under which he
is registered in the dental care professionals register, an indemnity arrangement which
provides appropriate cover for practising as such.

(2) For the purposes of this section, an “indemnity arrangement” may comprise—
(a) a policy of insurance;
(b) an arrangement made for the purposes of indemnifying a person;
(c) a combination of the two.

(3) For the purposes of this section, “appropriate cover”, in relation to practice as a
member of a profession complementary to dentistry, means cover against liabilities
that may be incurred in practising as such which is appropriate, having regard to the
nature and extent of the risks of practising as such.

(4) Rules may make provision in connection with the information to be provided to the
registrar—

(a) by or in respect of a person seeking registration in the dental care professionals
register under a particular title (whether or not that person is already registered
in that register under any other title or titles) for the purpose of determining
whether, if his name is entered in the register under that title, there will be
in force in relation to him by the time he begins to practise an indemnity
arrangement which provides appropriate cover;

(b) by or in respect of a person seeking restoration of his name in the dental care
professionals register under a particular title (whether or not that person is
already registered in that register under any other title or titles) for the purpose
of determining whether, if his name is restored in the register under a particular
title, there will be in force in relation to him by the time he resumes practice
an indemnity arrangement which provides appropriate cover; and

(c) by or in respect of a registered dental care professional seeking retention of
his name in the dental care professionals register under a particular title for
the purpose of determining whether, if his name is retained in the register,
there will continue to be in force in relation to him an indemnity arrangement
which provides appropriate cover.

(5) Rules may make provision requiring a registered dental care professional to inform
the registrar if there ceases to be in force in relation to him an indemnity arrangement
which provides appropriate cover.
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(6) Rules may make provision requiring a registered dental care professional to inform
the registrar if there is in force in relation to him appropriate cover under an indemnity
arrangement provided by an employer.

(7) Rules made under subsection (4) above may require the information mentioned there
to be provided—

(a) at the request of the registrar; or
(b) on such dates or at such intervals as the registrar may determine, either

generally or in relation to individual dental care professionals or dental care
professionals of a particular description.

(8) Where in relation to any title in the dental care professionals register, a person fails
to comply with rules made under subsection (4), or there is a failure to comply with
rules made under subsection (4) in relation to him, the registrar may—

(a) refuse to register his name in that register under that title;
(b) refuse to restore his name to that register under that title; or
(c) erase his name from that register under that title.

(9) Where a registered dental care professional is in breach of subsection (1) or fails to
comply with rules made under this section—

(a) the registrar may erase that person's name from the register: or
(b) the breach or failure may be treated as misconduct for the purposes of

section 36N(2)(a), and the registrar may accordingly refer the matter to the
Investigating Committee under section 36N(5)(a).

(10) Where, under subsection (8)(c) or (9)(a), a person's name has been erased from
the register under a particular title, that name shall be restored to the dental care
professionals register under that title on that person's application, if he satisfies the
registrar—

(a) of Matter D within the meaning of section 36C ; and
(b) that he meets the requirements of—

(i) this section, and
(ii) any rules made under section 36Z2 which apply to that person's case.

F225(11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .]

Textual Amendments
F224 S. 36L substituted (17.7.2014) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Indemnity

Arrangements) Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/1887), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 5
F225 S. 36L(11) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
23 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)
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Professional conduct and fitness to practise

36M. Guidance U.K.

(1) The Council shall prepare and from time to time issue guidance as to the standards of
conduct, performance and practice expected of registered dental care professionals.

(2) Such guidance may make different provision in relation to different cases or classes
of case, and in particular in relation to different descriptions of registered dental care
professionals.

(3) The Council shall keep such guidance under review and may vary or withdraw it
whenever they consider it appropriate to do so.

(4) The Council shall from time to time publish guidance issued under this section.

(5) Before issuing such guidance or varying or withdrawing it, the Council shall consult—
(a) such persons to whom subsection (6) applies as the Council consider

appropriate;
(b) the bodies within subsection (8); and
(c) such bodies to which subsection (9) applies as the Council consider

appropriate.

(6) This subsection applies to persons who appear to the Council to be representative of
one or more of the following—

(a) users of the services of registered dentists;
(b) users of the services of registered dental care professionals;
(c) registered dentists;
(d) registered dental care professionals;
(e) employers of registered dentists; and
(f) employers of registered dental care professionals.

(7) The Council shall exercise their function under subsection (5)(a) so that the persons
consulted are, taken together, representative of all the categories of person mentioned
in subsection (6)(a) to (f).

(8) The bodies within this subsection are—
F226(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(b) Local Health Boards in Wales;
(c) Health Boards in Scotland; F227...
(d) [F228Health and Social Care trusts] in Northern Ireland [F229; and
(e) the Department of Health in Northern Ireland.]

(9) This subsection applies to bodies which make arrangements, for the provision of dental
services, with one or both of the following—

(a) registered dentists,
(b) registered dental care professionals,

but are not within subsection (8).

(10) The Council may charge such fee as they consider reasonable for the provision of a
copy of the guidance to any person.
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Textual Amendments
F226 S. 36M(8)(a) omitted (1.4.2013) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4), Sch. 5

para. 35; S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)
F227 Word in s. 36M(8)(c) omitted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act (Northern

Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(3)(a); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and omitted (E.W.S.)
(30.11.2022) by virtue of The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(3)(a)

F228 Words in s. 36M(8)(d) substituted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(3)(b); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and substituted
(E.W.S.) (30.11.2022) by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(3)(b)

F229 S. 36M(8)(e) and word added (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022
(c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(3)(c); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and inserted (E.W.S.) (30.11.2022)
by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential Amendments) Order 2022
(S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(3)(c)

[
F23036MA

Information for specified state professionals U.K.

(1) The Council must make information about the following matters available to persons
who are eligible to apply for registration in the dental care professionals register in
reliance on their specified state qualifications—

(a) the relevant laws to be applied regarding disciplinary action, financial
responsibility or liability and other relevant matters;

(b) the principles of discipline and enforcement of professional standards,
including disciplinary jurisdiction and consequential effects on practising
professional activities;

(c) the processes and procedures for the ongoing verification of competence;
(d) the criteria for, and procedures relating to, erasure of registration;
(e) the documentation required of such specified state professionals and the form

in which it should be presented; and
(f) the documents and certificates issued in relation to professional qualifications

or other conditions that apply to the practice of registered dental care
professionals that are acceptable to the Council.

(2) The Council must deal promptly with enquiries from such specified state professionals
about conditions that apply to the practice of registered dental care professionals.]

Textual Amendments
F230 S. 36MA inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation

of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 31

36N. Allegations U.K.

(1) This section applies where an allegation is made to the Council against a registered
dental care professional that his fitness to practise as a member of a profession
complementary to dentistry is impaired.
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(2) A person’s fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry
shall be regarded as “impaired” for the purposes of this Act by reason only of—

(a) misconduct;
(b) deficient professional performance;
(c) adverse physical or mental health;
(d) a conviction or caution in the United Kingdom for a criminal offence, or

a conviction elsewhere for an offence which, if committed in England and
Wales, would constitute a criminal offence;

(e) the person having—
(i) accepted a conditional offer under section 302 of the Criminal

Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 (fixed penalty: conditional offer by
procurator fiscal), or

(ii) agreed to pay a penalty under section 115A of the Social Security
Administration Act 1992 (penalty as alternative to prosecution);

(f) the person, in proceedings in Scotland for an offence, having been the subject
of an order under section 246(2) or (3) of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland)
Act 1995 discharging him absolutely; or

(g) a determination by a body in the United Kingdom responsible under any
enactment for the regulation of a health or social care profession to the effect
that the person’s fitness to practise as a member of that profession is impaired,
or a determination by a regulatory body elsewhere to the same effect.

(3) It does not matter whether the allegation is based on a matter alleged to have
occurred—

(a) outside the United Kingdom; or
(b) at a time when the person was not registered in the dental care professionals

register.

(4) This section also applies in a case where—
(a) it comes to the attention of the Council that a registered dental care

professional’s fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary
to dentistry may be impaired on one or more of the grounds mentioned in
subsection (2), but

(b) no allegation to that effect has been made to the Council against that person,
and in such a case this Act shall apply as if an allegation or allegations to the effect that
the person’s fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry
is impaired on the ground or grounds in question had been made to the Council against
that person.

(5) The registrar—
(a) shall refer the allegation to the Investigating Committee; and

[F231(b) may, at any time before the Investigating Committee have begun to consider
the allegation, refer the allegation to the Interim Orders Committee if he
considers it appropriate.]

[F232(6) The registrar shall investigate the allegation for the purpose of—
(a) determining whether it is an allegation in relation to which this section applies,

and
(b) if he determines that it is, determining whether to refer the allegation to the

Interim Orders Committee under subsection (5)(b).
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(6A) Rules may make provision for enabling the registrar to review a determination under
subsection (6)(a) that the allegation is not an allegation in relation to which this section
applies (including provision as to the action which may be taken following a review).]

(7) In this section—
(a) “enactment” includes—

(i) a provision of, or an instrument made under, an Act of the Scottish
Parliament,

(ii) a provision of, or an instrument made under, Northern Ireland
legislation, and

(iii) a provision of subordinate legislation (within the meaning of the
Interpretation Act 1978); and

(b) “regulatory body” means a regulatory body which has the function of
authorising persons to practise as members of a health or social care
profession.

Textual Amendments
F231 S. 36N(5)(b) substituted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 16
F232 S. 36N(6)(6A) substituted for s. 36N(6) (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to

Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 12

36O. The Investigating Committee U.K.

(1) Where the registrar refers an allegation under section 36N to the Investigating
Committee they shall investigate the allegation and determine whether the allegation
ought to be considered by a Practice Committee.

(2) If the Investigating Committee determine that the allegation ought not to be considered
by a Practice Committee, the Investigating Committee may—

(a) issue a warning or advice to the person who is the subject of the allegation
regarding his future conduct, performance and practice; and

(b) issue advice to any other person involved in the investigation on any issue
arising in the course of the investigation.

(3) If the Investigating Committee issue a warning under subsection (2)(a), they may, if
they consider it appropriate to do so, direct the registrar to enter details of that warning
in any entry in the dental care professionals register relating to the person who is the
subject of the allegation.

[
F233(3A)

In deciding whether to issue a warning or advice under subsection (2) or give a
direction under subsection (3), the Investigating Committee (or any panel by which
the function is exercisable as mentioned in section 2(6A)) must have regard to the
over-arching objective.]

(4) Unless subsection (5) applies, if the Investigating Committee determine that the
allegation ought to be considered by a Practice Committee, the Investigating
Committee—
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[
F234(za)

may agree with the person who is the subject of the allegation that the person
will comply with such undertakings as the Investigating Committee consider
appropriate;]

(a) [F235if they do not agree undertakings under paragraph (za),] shall refer the
allegation—

(i) to the Professional Performance Committee, in the case of an
allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 36N(2)(b)
(deficient professional performance),

(ii) to the Health Committee, in the case of an allegation based on the
ground mentioned in section 36N(2)(c) (adverse physical or mental
health), or

(iii) to the Professional Conduct Committee, in any other case; F236...
F236(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[
F237(4A)

Unless subsection (5) applies, the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate, refer the allegation to the Interim Orders Committee (subject to
subsection (6B)).]

(5) This subsection applies in a case where two or more allegations under section 36N
relating to the same person have been referred to the Investigating Committee and
those allegations are—

(a) an allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 36N(2)(b) and
an allegation or allegations based on any other grounds mentioned in
section 36N(2); or

(b) an allegation based on the ground mentioned in section 36N(2)(c) and
an allegation or allegations based on any other grounds mentioned in
section 36N(2).

(6) Where subsection (5) applies, and the Investigating Committee determine that two
or more of those allegations ought to be considered by a Practice Committee, the
Investigating Committee—

[
F238(za)

may agree with the person who is the subject of those allegations that the
person will comply with such undertakings as the Investigating Committee
consider appropriate;]

(a) [F239if they do not agree undertakings under paragraph (za),] shall refer those
allegations to whichever one of the Practice Committees they consider most
appropriate; F240...

F240(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[
F241(6A)

Where subsection (5) applies, the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate, refer those allegations to the Interim Orders Committee (subject to
subsection (6B)).

(6B) Subsections (4A) and (6A) do not apply if the Investigating Committee have
determined that the allegation or allegations ought to be considered by a Practice
Committee and—

(a) the Investigating Committee agree undertakings under subsection (4)(za) or
(6)(za), or

(b) (if they do not agree undertakings under that provision) the hearing before
a Practice Committee has commenced or, where there is not to be a hearing
before a Practice Committee, a Practice Committee have begun to consider
written statements or representations.]
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[
F242(6C)

If the Investigating Committee agree undertakings under subsection (4)(za) or (6)(za),
they may, if they consider it appropriate to do so, direct the registrar to enter details of
the undertakings in the entry in the register relating to the person who is the subject
of the allegation or allegations.]

(7) The registrar shall serve notification of any determination made by the Investigating
Committee under subsection (1) on the person who is the subject of the allegation and
on the person (if any) making the allegation.

(8) The Investigating Committee may review and if they consider it appropriate revise a
determination made by them that an allegation or allegations ought to be considered
by a particular Practice Committee—

(a) on a reference back to them from that Practice Committee under
section 36P(5); or

(b) on an application made by the Council, the registrar, the person who is the
subject of the allegation or allegations or any person making the allegation or
allegations, but only if such review is carried out—

(i) where there is to be a hearing before that Practice Committee, before
the commencement of that hearing, or

(ii) where there is not to be a hearing before that Practice Committee,
before that Practice Committee have begun to consider written
statements or representations.

[
F243(8A)

On a review under subsection (8) the Investigating Committee may refer the allegation
or allegations to the Interim Orders Committee.]

(9) Subsection (2) applies to a determination by the Investigating Committee, following a
review under subsection (8), that an allegation or allegations ought not to be considered
by a Practice Committee, as it applies to a determination under subsection (1) that an
allegation ought not be considered by a Practice Committee.

(10) If the Investigating Committee determine, under subsection (1) or following a review
under subsection (8), that an allegation or allegations against a person ought not to
be considered by a Practice Committee, they shall, at the same time, revoke with
immediate effect any interim order which has been made under section 36V in respect
of that person in consequence of that allegation or those allegations.

[
F244(11)

The Investigating Committee may review a determination made by them to issue a
warning under subsection (2)(a) on an application made—

(a) by the person to whom the warning was issued or the registrar;
(b) before the end of the period of two years beginning with the date on which

the determination was made.

(12) On a review under subsection (11) the Investigating Committee may, if they consider
it appropriate—

(a) revoke the warning, and
(b) direct the registrar to remove details of the warning from the entry in the

register relating to the person to whom the warning was issued.]

[
F245(13)

Rules may make provision in connection with undertakings under subsections (4)(za)
and (6)(za) (including provision as to the actions which may be taken in consequence
of undertakings being breached).]
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Textual Amendments
F233 S. 36O(3A) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s.

6(4), Sch. para. 1(5); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)
F234 S. 36O(4)(za) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(2)
F235 Words in s. 36O(4)(a) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)

Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(3)
F236 S. 36O(4)(b) and preceding word omitted (13.4.2016) by virtue of The General Dental Council

(Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 17(2)
F237 S. 36O(4A) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 17(3)
F238 S. 36O(6)(za) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(4)
F239 Words in s. 36O(6)(a) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)

Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(5)
F240 S. 36O(6)(b) and preceding word omitted (13.4.2016) by virtue of The General Dental Council

(Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 17(4)
F241 S. 36O(6A)(6B) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 17(5)
F242 S. 36O(6C) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(6)
F243 S. 36O(8A) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 17(6)
F244 S. 36O(11)(12) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 8
F245 S. 36O(13) inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016

(S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 6(7)

[
F24636OA.

Delegation of the Investigating Committee’s functions under section 36O U.K.

Rules may make provision for one or more of the following—
(a) the registrar;
(b) any other officer of the Council,

to exercise the functions of the Investigating Committee under section 36O, whether
generally or in relation to such classes of case as may be specified in the rules.]

Textual Amendments
F246 S. 36OA inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I.

2016/496), arts. 1, 4

[
F24736OB

Review of determination under section 36O(1) U.K.

(1) Rules may make provision for enabling the registrar to review a determination by
the Investigating Committee under section 36O(1) that an allegation ought not to be
considered by a Practice Committee.

(2) Rules made by virtue of subsection (1) may, in particular, include provision as to—
(a) the period within which a review is to be commenced;
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(b) the process to be followed by the registrar in carrying out a review (including
the determinations to be made by him);

(c) the actions which may be taken following a review.]

Textual Amendments
F247 S. 36OB inserted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.) Order 2016 (S.I.

2016/496), arts. 1, 10

36P. The Practice Committees U.K.

(1) Subject to subsection (5), a Practice Committee must investigate an allegation or
allegations against a person referred to them by the Investigating Committee under
section 36O and determine whether that person’s fitness to practise as a member of a
profession complementary to dentistry is impaired.

(2) A Practice Committee shall, in exercising their function under subsection (1), make
separate determinations in relation to each title under which that person is registered
in the dental care professionals register, as to his fitness to practise as a member of the
profession, or class of members of a profession, to which that title applies.

(3) In making a determination under subsection (1), a Practice Committee may take into
account whether the person who is the subject of the allegation or allegations has
complied with any relevant parts of the guidance issued under section 36M, but that
question is not of itself determinative of whether a person’s fitness to practise as a
member of a profession complementary to dentistry is impaired.

(4) If the person who is the subject of an allegation or allegations is also registered in
the dentists register, a Practice Committee shall, in exercising their function under
subsection (1), make a separate determination under section 27B(1) (fitness to practise
as a dentist).

(5) Where a Practice Committee consider that any allegation should not have been referred
to them by the Investigating Committee under section 36O, they may refer that
allegation back to the Investigating Committee.

(6) If a Practice Committee determine that, in relation to a title under which a person is
registered in the dental care professionals register, his fitness to practise as a member
of the profession, or class of members of a profession, to which that title applies is
not impaired, they—

(a) shall publish at his request a statement to that effect; or
(b) may publish such a statement if he consents.

(7) If a Practice Committee determine that, in relation to a title under which a person is
registered in the dental care professionals register, his fitness to practise as a member
of the profession, or class of members of a profession, to which that title applies is
impaired, they may, if they consider it appropriate, direct—

(a) (subject to subsection (8)) that the person’s name shall be erased from
registration in that register under that title;

(b) that his registration in that register under that title shall be suspended during
such period not exceeding twelve months as may be specified in the direction;

(c) that his registration in that register under that title shall be conditional on
his compliance, during such period not exceeding three years as may be
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specified in the direction, with such conditions specified in the direction as
the Practice Committee think fit to impose for the protection of the public or
in his interests; or

(d) that he shall be reprimanded in connection with any conduct or action of his
which was the subject of the allegation.

(8) A direction under subsection (7)(a) that a person’s name shall be erased from
registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title shall not
be given following a determination that that person’s fitness to practise as a member
of the profession, or class of members of a profession, to which that title applies is
impaired solely on the ground mentioned in section 36N(2)(c) (adverse physical or
mental health).

(9) Where a Practice Committee give a direction under subsection (7), the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction and (except in
the case of a direction under paragraph (d) of that subsection) of his right to appeal
against it under section 36S.

(10) Where a Practice Committee make a determination under subsection (1) as to a
person’s fitness to practise as a member of a profession, or class of members of a
profession, to which a particular title applies, they shall, at the same time, revoke any
interim order which has been made under section 36V—

(a) in consequence of the allegation, or allegations, to which that determination
relates; and

(b) in relation to that person’s registration in the dental care professionals register
under that title.

(11) The revocation of an interim order under subsection (10) shall take effect—
(a) in the case of a determination that the person’s fitness to practise is not

impaired, forthwith;
(b) in the case of a direction given under paragraph (d) of subsection (7),

forthwith; and
(c) in the case of a direction given under paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection (7),

subject to section 36U(5), from the time when—
(i) any direction given under those paragraphs takes effect in accordance

with section 36T,
(ii) an appeal under section 36S against the decision giving such a

direction is determined under section 36S(6)(b) or (c), or
(iii) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice

Committee, the Practice Committee dispose of the case.

36Q. Resumed hearings U.K.

(1) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under section 36P(7)(b) or
subsection (2)(d) or (3) of this section that a person’s registration in the dental care
professionals register under a particular title should be suspended, they may direct, in
relation to that title—

(a) that the suspension shall be terminated;
(b) that the current period of suspension shall be extended for such further period,

specified in the direction and not exceeding twelve months, beginning with
the date on which it would otherwise expire;
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(c) that the suspension shall be terminated and the person’s registration in the
dental care professionals register under that title shall be conditional on his
compliance, during such period not exceeding three years as may be specified
in the direction, with such conditions specified in the direction as the Practice
Committee think fit to impose for the protection of the public or in his
interests; or

(d) that the person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under
that title shall be suspended indefinitely, if—

(i) the period of suspension will, on the date on which the direction takes
effect, have lasted for at least two years, and

(ii) the direction is made not more than two months before the date on
which the period of suspension would otherwise expire.

(2) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under section 36P(7)(c),
subsection (1)(c) or (5)(c) of this section or section 36R(6)(b) imposing conditions on
a person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title,
they may give one or more of the following directions in relation to that title—

(a) a direction that the registration shall cease to be conditional from a date
specified in the direction;

(b) a direction that the current period of conditional registration shall be extended
for such further period, specified in the direction and not exceeding three
years, beginning with the date on which it would otherwise expire;

(c) a direction that one or more of the conditions imposed on the registration shall
be varied or revoked, or that those conditions shall be added to, as specified
in the direction; or

(d) a direction that the person’s registration in the dental care professionals
register under that title shall be suspended during such period not exceeding
twelve months as may be specified in the direction.

(3) Where a Practice Committee—
(a) have given a direction under section 36P(7)(c), subsection (1)(c), (2)(b) or

(c) or (5)(c) of this section or section 36R(6)(b) imposing conditions on a
person’s registration, or extending a period of conditional registration, in the
dental care professionals register under a particular title, or

(b) have made an order under section 36V(4)(b) for interim conditional
registration in relation to a particular title,

and the Practice Committee determine that at any time during the period for which
that direction or order has effect the person has failed to comply with any condition
imposed on his registration, the Practice Committee may direct, in relation to that
title, that the person’s registration in the dental care professionals register shall be
suspended during such period not exceeding twelve months as may be specified in
the direction.

(4) Where a Practice Committee have given a direction under subsection (1)(d) that a
person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title is
to be suspended indefinitely, they must review the direction if—

(a) the person requests them to do so;
(b) at least two years have elapsed since the date on which the direction took

effect; and
(c) if the direction has previously been reviewed under this subsection, at least

two years have elapsed since the date of the last such review decision.
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(5) On such a review a Practice Committee may, in relation to the title in question—
(a) direct that the suspension shall be terminated;
(b) confirm the direction to suspend the person’s registration under that title

indefinitely; or
(c) direct that the suspension shall be terminated and the person’s registration

in the dental care professionals register under that title shall be conditional
on his compliance, during such period not exceeding three years as may be
specified in the direction, with such conditions specified in the direction as
the Practice Committee think fit to impose for the protection of the public or
in his interests.

(6) Where a Practice Committee give a direction under this section, the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction and (except in
the case of a direction under subsection (1)(a), (2)(a) or (5)(a) or a direction under
subsection (2)(c) that a condition or conditions shall be revoked) of his right to appeal
against it under section 36S.

36R. Restoration of names to the dental care professionals register following erasure
under section 36P U.K.

(1) A person whose name has been erased from registration in the dental care professionals
register under a particular title in accordance with a direction under section 36P(7)(a)
may apply to the registrar for his name to be restored to that register under that title.

(2) No application under this section for the restoration of a person’s name to the dental
care professionals register shall be made—

(a) before the end of the period of five years beginning with the date on which
the direction for erasure took effect; or

(b) within twelve months of the date on which an earlier application for the
restoration of his name under the title in question was made.

(3) The registrar shall refer an application to the Professional Conduct Committee.

(4) When considering an application, the Professional Conduct Committee may, if they
consider it necessary and appropriate in a particular case, direct the applicant to do
one or both of the following—

(a) produce such evidence as to his fitness to practise as a member of the
profession complementary to dentistry, or class of members of such a
profession, in question as the Professional Conduct Committee shall specify;

(b) meet such further requirements, including requirements as to education and
training, as the Professional Conduct Committee shall specify.

(5) An application shall not be granted unless the applicant satisfies the Professional
Conduct Committee—

(a) that he is fit to practise as a member of the profession complementary to
dentistry, or class of members of such a profession, in question;

(b) of Matter D within the meaning of section 36C;
(c) that he meets the requirements of any rules made under section 36Z2 which

apply to his case; and
(d) that he meets any other requirements imposed in a direction under

subsection (4)(b).
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(6) Where the Professional Conduct Committee grant an application, they may give one
or both of the following directions—

(a) a direction that the restoration of a person’s name to the dental care
professionals register under the title in question shall be conditional on
his satisfying the registrar that he meets the requirements of section 36L
(insurance) in relation to that title;

(b) a direction that a person’s registration in that register under the title in question
shall be conditional on his compliance, during such period not exceeding three
years as may be specified in the direction, with such conditions specified in
the direction as the Professional Conduct Committee think fit to impose for
the protection of the public or in his interests.

(7) If the Professional Conduct Committee refuse to grant an application, the registrar
shall forthwith serve on the applicant notification of the Professional Conduct
Committee’s decision and of his right to appeal against it under section 36S.

(8) If the Professional Conduct Committee grant an application, the registrar shall
forthwith serve on the applicant notification of the Professional Conduct Committee’s
decision, and, in a case where a direction has been given under subsection (6)(b), of
his right to appeal against that direction under section 36S.

(9) Where, during the same period of erasure from registration in the dental care
professionals register under a particular title, a second or subsequent application
relating to that title under this section by the same person is unsuccessful, the
Professional Conduct Committee may direct that his right to make any further such
applications shall be suspended indefinitely.

(10) If the Professional Conduct Committee give a direction under subsection (9), the
registrar shall forthwith serve on the person concerned notification of the direction
and of his right to appeal against it under section 36S.

(11) Any person in respect of whom a direction has been given under subsection (9) may,
after the end of the period of three years beginning with the date on which the direction
took effect, apply to the registrar for the direction to be reviewed by the Professional
Conduct Committee and, thereafter, may make further applications for review; but no
such application may be made before the end of the period of three years beginning
with the date of the most recent review decision.

(12) On a review under subsection (11), the Professional Conduct Committee may—
(a) confirm the direction under subsection (9); or
(b) direct that the person concerned may make an application under

subsection (1).

36S. Appeals U.K.

(1) The following decisions are appealable decisions for the purposes of this section—
(a) a decision of the Professional Conduct Committee under section 36I—

(i) giving a direction under subsection (3) of that section for erasure of
a person’s name from the dental care professionals register under all
titles under which he is registered in that register, or

(ii) refusing an application under subsection (6) of that section to restore
a person’s name to that register under a particular title, or refusing to
so restore his name until the end of a specified period;
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(b) a decision of a Practice Committee under section 36P or 36Q giving, in
relation to a particular title, a direction for erasure, for suspension, for
conditional registration or for varying or adding to the conditions imposed by
a direction for conditional registration; F248...

(c) a decision of the Professional Conduct Committee under section 36R—
(i) refusing to grant an application to restore a person’s name to the dental

care professionals register under a particular title,
(ii) giving, in relation to a particular title, a direction for conditional

registration under subsection (6)(b) of that section, or
(iii) giving a direction under subsection (9) of that section in respect of

a particular title suspending indefinitely the right to make further
applications under that section.

F249(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) In subsection (1)—
(a) a reference to a direction for suspension includes a reference to a direction

extending a period of suspension and a direction for indefinite suspension; and
(b) a reference to a direction for conditional registration includes a reference to a

direction extending a period of conditional registration.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), a person in respect of whom an appealable decision has
been made may, before the end of the period of 28 days beginning with the date on
which notification of the decision was served under section 36I(7), 36P(9), 36Q(6) or
36R(7), (8) or (10), F250... appeal against the decision to the relevant court.

(4) Where—
(a) any notification of a decision required to be served on a person under any of

the provisions specified in subsection (3) is served by sending it to him by
post, and

(b) the registrar is satisfied, on the application of that person, that he did not
receive the notification within the period of 14 days beginning with the day
on which the decision was made,

the registrar may, if he thinks fit, by authorisation in writing extend the period of time
within which an appeal under this section may be brought.

(5) In subsection (3) “the relevant court”—
(a) in the case of a person whose address in the dental care professionals register

is (or if he were registered would be) in Scotland, means the Court of Session;
(b) in the case of a person whose address in that register is (or if he were registered

would be) in Northern Ireland, means the High Court in Northern Ireland; and
(c) in the case of any other person, means the High Court in England and Wales.

(6) On an appeal under this section, the court may—
(a) dismiss the appeal,
(b) allow the appeal and quash the decision appealed against F251...,
(c) substitute for the decision appealed against any other decision which

could have been made by F252... the Professional Conduct Committee, the
Professional Performance Committee or (as the case may be) the Health
Committee, or

(d) remit the case to F253... the Professional Conduct Committee, the Professional
Performance Committee or (as the case may be) the Health Committee to
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dispose of the case under section 36I, 36P, 36Q or 36R in accordance with the
directions of the court,

and may make such order as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) as it thinks fit.

(7) The Council may appear as respondent on any appeal under this section; and for the
purpose of any order as to costs (or, in Scotland, expenses) in relation to any such
appeal the Council shall be deemed to be a party to it, whether they appear on the
hearing of the appeal or not.
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36T. Taking effect of directions for erasure, suspension, conditional registration
etc. U.K.

(1) This section applies to—
(a) a direction given by the Professional Conduct Committee under section 36I(3)

for erasure of a person’s name from the dental care professionals register under
all titles under which he is registered in that register;

(b) a direction, in relation to a particular title, for erasure, suspension, conditional
registration or variation of or addition to the conditions of registration given
by a Practice Committee under section 36P or 36Q; and

(c) a direction, in relation to a particular title, for conditional registration given
by the Professional Conduct Committee under section 36R(6)(b).

(2) A direction to which this section applies shall take effect—
(a) where no appeal under section 36S is brought against the decision giving the

direction within the period of time specified in subsection (3) of that section,
on the expiry of that period;
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(b) where such an appeal is brought but is withdrawn or struck out for want of
prosecution, on the withdrawal or striking out of the appeal; or

(c) where such an appeal is brought and is not withdrawn or struck out for want
of prosecution, on the dismissal of the appeal.

(3) Where the period of time for appealing against a decision giving a direction is extended
under section 36S(4)—

(a) subsection (2) shall apply to the direction as if the reference in paragraph (a)
of that subsection to the period of time specified in section 36S(3) were a
reference to that period as so extended, and

(b) if the authorisation is given after the expiry of the period of time specified in
section 36S(3), the direction shall be deemed not to have taken effect on the
expiry of that period,

and any reference in this Act to the time when such a direction takes effect in
accordance with this section shall be construed accordingly.

(4) In this section—
(a) a reference to a direction for suspension includes a reference to a direction

extending a period of suspension and a direction for indefinite suspension; and
(b) a reference to a direction for conditional registration includes a reference to a

direction extending a period of conditional registration.

36U. Orders for immediate suspension and immediate conditional registration U.K.

(1) On giving a direction, in relation to a particular title, for erasure or for suspension
under section 36I(3), section 36P(7)(a) or (b) or section 36Q(2)(d) or (3) in respect of
any person, the Practice Committee giving the direction, if satisfied that to do so is
necessary for the protection of the public or is otherwise in the public interest, or is
in the interests of that person, may order that his registration under that title shall be
suspended forthwith in accordance with this section.

(2) On giving a direction, in relation to a particular title, for conditional registration
under section 36P(7)(c), section 36Q(1)(c) or (5)(c) or section 36R(6)(b) in respect of
any person, the Practice Committee giving the direction, if satisfied that to do so is
necessary for the protection of the public or is otherwise in the public interest, or is
in the interests of that person, may order that his registration under that title shall be
made conditional forthwith in accordance with this section.

(3) Where, on the giving of a direction, an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made in
respect of a person, his registration in the dental care professionals register under the
title in question shall, subject to subsection (6), be suspended or made conditional, as
the case may be, from the time when the order is made until the time when—

(a) the direction takes effect in accordance with section 36T;
(b) an appeal under section 36S against the decision giving the direction is

determined under section 36S(6)(b) or (c); or
(c) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice Committee, the

Practice Committee dispose of the case.

(4) Where a Practice Committee make an order under subsection (1) or (2), the registrar
shall forthwith serve on the person in respect of whom it is made notification of the
order and of his right to make an application under subsection (7).
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(5) Where a Practice Committee make an order under subsection (1) or (2) in respect
of a person, and an interim order under section 36V in respect of that person has
been revoked by virtue of section 36P(10), that revocation shall take effect, subject to
subsection (6), from the time when the order under subsection (1) or (2) is made.

(6) If, when an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made, the person in respect of whom
it is made is neither present nor represented at the proceedings, subsections (3) and
(5) shall have effect as if, in each case, for the reference to the time when the order
is made, there were substituted a reference to the time when notification of the order
is served under subsection (4).

(7) A person in respect of whom an order under subsection (1) or (2) is made may apply to
the court for an order terminating any suspension imposed under subsection (1) or any
conditional registration imposed under subsection (2), and the decision of the court
on any such application shall be final.

(8) In subsection (7) “the court”—
(a) in the case of a person whose address in the dental care professionals register

is in Scotland, means the Court of Session;
(b) in the case of a person whose address in that register is in Northern Ireland,

means the High Court in Northern Ireland; and
(c) in the case of any other person, means the High Court in England and Wales.

36V. Interim orders U.K.

(1) This section applies to the Professional Conduct Committee, the Professional
Performance Committee, the Health Committee and the Interim Orders Committee,
and any reference in this section to a “Committee” is a reference to any of those
Committees.

(2) The Interim Orders Committee may exercise functions under this section only in
relation to a person whose case has been referred to them—

(a) by the registrar under section 36N(5)(b);
(b) by the Investigating Committee under [F254section 36O(4A) or (6A)]; or
(c) by a Practice Committee in accordance with rules under paragraph 7(1)(c) of

Schedule 4B.

(3) A Practice Committee may exercise functions under this section only in relation to a
person whose case has been referred to them—

(a) by the Investigating Committee under section 36O(4)(a) or (6)(a); or
(b) by another Practice Committee in accordance with rules under paragraph 7(1)

(a) of Schedule 4B.

(4) Where a Committee are satisfied that it is necessary for the protection of the public or
is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person concerned, for the
person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title to
be suspended or to be made subject to conditions, the Committee may make—

(a) an order that his registration in that register under that title shall be suspended
during such period not exceeding 18 months as may be specified in the order
(an “interim suspension order”); or

(b) an order that his registration in that register under that title shall be conditional
on his compliance, during such period not exceeding 18 months as may be
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specified in the order, with such conditions so specified as the Committee
think fit to impose (an “order for interim conditional registration”).

(5) Subject to subsection (11), where a Committee have made an interim suspension order
or an order for interim conditional registration they—

(a) shall review it within the period of six months beginning with the date on
which the order was made, and shall thereafter, for so long as the order
continues in force, further review it—

(i) before the end of the period of six months beginning with the date of
the decision of the immediately preceding review, or

(ii) if after the end of the period of three months beginning with the
date of the decision of the immediately preceding review the person
concerned requests an earlier review, as soon as practicable after that
request; and

(b) may review it where new evidence relevant to the order has become available
after the making of the order.

(6) Where an interim suspension order or an order for interim conditional registration has
been made under any provision of this section (including this subsection) in relation
to a person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular
title, the Committee that made the order may, in relation to that title—

(a) revoke the order;
(b) make an order adding to, varying or revoking any condition imposed by the

order;
(c) if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection of the public or is

otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person concerned,
replace an interim suspension order with an order for interim conditional
registration having effect for the remainder of the term of the former; or

(d) if satisfied that to do so is necessary for the protection of the public or
is otherwise in the public interest, or is in the interests of the person
concerned, replace an order for interim conditional registration with an interim
suspension order having effect for the remainder of the term of the former.

(7) If a Committee make an order under any provision of this section—
(a) the registrar shall forthwith serve notification of the order on the person to

whose registration it relates; and
(b) that order shall take effect from the time on which the notification mentioned

in paragraph (a) is served.

(8) The Council may apply to the court for an order made by a Committee under
subsection (4) or (6) to be extended, and may apply again for further extensions.

(9) On each such application the court may extend (or further extend) for up to twelve
months the period for which the order has effect.

(10) Any reference in this section to an interim suspension order, or to an order for interim
conditional registration, includes a reference to such an order as so extended.

(11) For the purposes of subsection (5) the first review after the court’s extension of an
order made by a Committee or after a replacement order made by a Committee under
subsection (6)(c) or (d) shall take place—

(a) if the order (or the order which has been replaced) had not been reviewed at
all under subsection (5), within the period of six months beginning with the
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date on which the court ordered the extension or on which a replacement order
under subsection (6)(c) or (d) was made; and

(b) if it had been reviewed under subsection (5), within the period of three months
beginning with that date.

(12) Where an interim order has effect under any provision of this section in relation to a
person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title,
the court may, in relation to that title—

(a) in the case of an interim suspension order, terminate the suspension,
(b) in the case of an order for interim conditional registration, revoke the order or

revoke, vary or add to any condition imposed by the order,
(c) in either case, substitute for the period specified in the order (or in an order

extending it) some other period which could have been specified in the order
(or in the order extending it) when it was made,

and the decision of the court on any application under this subsection shall be final.

(13) In this section “the court” has the meaning given by section 36U(8).]

Textual Amendments
F254 Words in s. 36V(2)(b) substituted (13.4.2016) by The General Dental Council (Fitness to Practise etc.)

Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/496), arts. 1, 18

[F255Supplementary provisions

Textual Amendments
F255 S. 36W and cross-heading inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending

S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 32 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

36W. Supplementary provisions relating to fitness to practise cases U.K.

(1) While a person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular
title is suspended by virtue of a direction or order under this Part—

(a) he shall be treated, except as provided in subsection (2), as not being registered
in that register under that title, notwithstanding that his name still appears in
that register; but

(b) sections 36N, 36O, 36P and 36Q shall continue to apply to him in relation
to that title.

(2) While a person’s registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular
title is suspended by virtue of a direction or order under this Part, he shall be treated for
the purposes of compliance with rules made under section 36Z1 as if his registration
were not so suspended.

(3) Where any such direction as is mentioned in section 36Q(1)(b), (c) or (d), (2)(b)
or (d), (3) or (5)(c) is given in relation to a person’s registration in the dental care
professionals register under a particular title while his registration under that title
is subject to conditions or suspended by virtue of a direction under this Part, his

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/36V/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/496
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/496
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/496/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/496/article/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/32
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registration under that title shall continue to be conditional or suspended throughout
any period which may intervene between the time when (but for this subsection) his
registration under that title would cease to be conditional or suspended, as the case
may be, and the time when—

(a) the direction takes effect in accordance with section 36T;
(b) an appeal under section 36S against the decision giving the direction is

determined under section 36S(6)(b) or (c); or
(c) following a decision on appeal to remit the case to a Practice Committee, the

Practice Committee dispose of the case.

(4) If, on the determination of an appeal under section 36S, a direction extending the
current period of suspension or conditional registration for a further period takes
effect after the time when (but for subsection (3)) the current period of suspension
or conditional registration would have ended, that further period shall be treated as
having started to run at that time.

(5) Subsection (3) is subject to any order made under section 36U(1) or (2).

[
F256(5A)

In exercising a function under section 36P, 36Q or 36R, a Practice Committee (or any
panel by which the function is exercisable as mentioned in section 2(6A)) must have
regard to the over-arching objective.]

(6) Schedule 4B to this Act (proceedings before the Investigating Committee, the Interim
Orders Committee and Practice Committees: dental care professionals) shall have
effect.]

Textual Amendments
F256 S. 36W(5A) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s.

6(4), Sch. para. 1(6); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)

[F25736X.Recording of suspension or conditional registration etc. U.K.

(1) Where a direction or order under this Part for suspension, conditional registration or
variation of or addition to the conditions of registration takes effect in relation to a
person, the registrar shall make a note in the dental care professionals register of that
fact, of the title in relation to which the direction or order is made, and of the period
for which that person’s registration is to be suspended or made conditional.

(2) The registrar shall erase any note made in accordance with subsection (1) from the
dental care professionals register at such time as the direction or order ceases (for any
reason) to have effect.

(3) In this section—
(a) a reference to a direction or order for suspension includes a reference to

a direction or order extending a period of suspension and a direction for
indefinite suspension; and

(b) a reference to a direction or order for conditional registration includes a
reference to a direction or order extending a period of conditional registration.

(4) Where a direction under section 36I(3) or 36P(7)(a) (direction for erasure from the
dental care professionals register) in respect of a person takes effect, the registrar shall

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/36W/5A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/section/6/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/section/6/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/28/schedule/paragraph/1/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2016/906
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remove that person’s name from registration in that register under the title in relation
to which the direction is given.

(5) Where a decision under section 36I(6)(a) or 36R that a person’s name is to be restored
to the dental care professionals register under a title takes effect, the registrar shall
restore that person’s name to that register under the title in relation to which the
decision is made.

Textual Amendments
F257 Ss. 36X-36Z2 inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
33 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

36Y. The Council’s power to require disclosure of information U.K.

(1) For the purpose of assisting the Council or any of their committees in carrying out
functions under this Part, the Council may require a person (“the relevant party”)
whose fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry is
in question, to provide details of any person—

(a) by whom the relevant party is employed to provide services in, or in relation
to, any area of dentistry; or

(b) with whom he has an arrangement to provide such services.

(2) For the purpose of assisting the Council or any of their committees in carrying out
functions under this Part in respect of a person’s fitness to practise as a member of a
profession complementary to dentistry, the Council may require any person (except
the person in respect of whom the information or document is sought) to supply
any information or produce any document in his custody or under his control which
appears to the Council relevant to the discharge of those functions.

(3) Nothing in this section shall require or permit any disclosure of information which is
prohibited by any relevant enactment [F258or relevant provision of the [F259UK GDPR]]
.

[F260(4) For the purposes of subsection (3)—
“relevant enactment” means any enactment other than—

(a) this Act, or
(b) the listed provisions in paragraph 1 of Schedule 11 to the Data Protection

Act 2018 (exemptions to Part 4 : disclosures required by law);
“relevant provision of [F261the UK GDPR]” means any provision of [F261the

UK GDPR] apart from the listed GDPR provisions in paragraph 1 of
Schedule 2 to the Data Protection Act 2018 ([F262UK GDPR provisions] to be
adapted or restricted: disclosures required by law).]

(5) A person shall not be required to supply any information or produce any document
under subsection (2) which he could not be compelled to supply or produce in civil
proceedings before the relevant court.

(6) In subsection (5) “the relevant court” means—

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1671
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(a) if the person’s address in the dental care professionals register is in Scotland
or, if he is not registered in that register, he is resident there, the Court of
Session;

(b) if the person’s address in that register is in Northern Ireland or, if he is not
registered in that register, he is resident there, the High Court in Northern
Ireland;

(c) in any other case, the High Court in England and Wales.

(7) If a person fails to supply any information or produce any document within 14 days
of being required to do so under subsection (1) or (2), the Council may seek an order
of the relevant court requiring the information to be supplied or the document to be
produced.

(8) In subsection (7) “the relevant court” means the county court or, in Scotland, the
sheriff.

(9) In subsection (8) “the sheriff” means the sheriff in whose sheriffdom is situated the
address of the person who fails to supply the information or produce the document;
and in this subsection, “address” means, where the person is registered, his address
in the dental care professionals register, or, where he is not registered in that register,
the address where he resides.

(10) For the purposes of subsection (4), “enactment” includes—
(a) a provision of, or an instrument made under, an Act of the Scottish Parliament;
(b) a provision of, or an instrument made under, Northern Ireland legislation; and
(c) a provision of subordinate legislation (within the meaning of the Interpretation

Act 1978).
F263(11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F257 Ss. 36X-36Z2 inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
33 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F258 Words in s. 36Y(3) inserted (25.5.2018) by Data Protection Act 2018 (c. 12), s. 212(1), Sch. 19 para.
30(2) (with ss. 117, 209, 210); S.I. 2018/625, reg. 2(1)(g)

F259 Words in s. 36Y(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 16(2) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F260 S. 36Y(4) substituted (25.5.2018) by Data Protection Act 2018 (c. 12), s. 212(1), Sch. 19 para. 30(3)
(with ss. 117, 209, 210); S.I. 2018/625, reg. 2(1)(g)

F261 Words in s. 36Y(4) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 16(3)(a) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F262 Words in s. 36Y(4) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 16(3)(b) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F263 S. 36Y(11) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 16(4) (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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36Z. Notification and disclosure by the Council U.K.

(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after an allegation as to a person’s fitness to
practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry has been referred
to the Investigating Committee under section 36N(5)(a), the Council shall inform the
following persons of that fact—

(a) the Secretary of State, the Department of Health, Social Services and Public
Safety in Northern Ireland, the Scottish Ministers and the National Assembly
for Wales; and

(b) any person in the United Kingdom to whom subsection (2) applies.

(2) This subsection applies to a person if the Council are aware that he—
(a) employs the person concerned to provide services in, or in relation to, any

area of dentistry; or
(b) has an arrangement with the person concerned for that person to provide such

services.

(3) The Council or the registrar may disclose to any person any information relating to a
person’s fitness to practise as a member of a profession complementary to dentistry,
including information relating to an allegation under section 36N, where they consider
it to be in the public interest for the information to be disclosed.

Textual Amendments
F257 Ss. 36X-36Z2 inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
33 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Professional training and development requirements

36Z1 Professional training and development requirements U.K.

(1) In relation to each profession, or class of members of a profession, specified
in regulations under section 36A(2), rules shall require registered dental care
professionals to undertake such professional training and development as may be
specified in the rules.

(2) Where a person is registered in the dental care professionals register under a title
applying to a particular profession, or class of members of a profession, and it appears
to the registrar that the person has failed to comply with the requirements of rules
under subsection (1) relating to that profession or class, the registrar may erase that
person’s name from registration in that register under that title.

(3) Where, under subsection (2), a person’s name has been erased from registration under
a particular title, that name shall be restored to the dental care professionals register
under that title on that person’s application if he satisfies the registrar—

(a) of Matter D within the meaning of section 36C; and
(b) that he meets the requirements of—

(i) section 36L, and
(ii) any rules made under section 36Z2 which apply to his case.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011
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(4) Rules shall specify the procedures to be followed before the registrar—
(a) may, under subsection (2), erase a person’s name from registration in the

dental care professionals register under a title; or
(b) may, under subsection (3), make a decision whether or not to restore a person’s

name to that register under a title.

(5) Where, in the course of proceedings under this Part, it appears to the Investigating
Committee, a Practice Committee or the Interim Orders Committee that a person to
whose registration the proceedings relate may be failing to meet the requirements of
rules made under subsection (1), that Committee may refer the question of whether
he is failing to meet them to the registrar.

36Z2 Restoration of names to the dental care professionals register: professional
training and development U.K.

(1) Rules shall specify the requirements as to professional training and development to be
met by a person who seeks the restoration of his name to the dental care professionals
register under a particular title following its erasure from registration under that title
under any provision of this Part.

(2) Rules under this section must not require a person to do anything which amounts to
the practice of dentistry.]

[F264Visiting dental care professionals from relevant European States]

Textual Amendments
F264 Ss. 36Z3, 36Z4 and cross-heading inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and

Social Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 126

F26536Z3.Visiting dental care professionals from relevant European States U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F265 S. 36Z3 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
25 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

F26636Z4.Limits on section 36Z1 as respects visiting dental care professionals U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F266 S. 36Z4 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care

Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
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25 (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5
para. 1(1)

PART IV U.K.

RESTRICTIONS ON PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY AND ON CARRYING ON BUSINESS OF DENTISTRY

The practice of dentistry

37 Definition of practice of dentistry. U.K.

(1) [F267Subject to subsection (1A), for] the purposes of this Act, the practice of dentistry
shall be deemed to include the performance of any such operation and the giving of any
such treatment, advice or attendance as is usually performed or given by dentists; and
any person who performs any operation or gives any treatment, advice or attendance
on or to any person as preparatory to or for the purpose of or in connection with the
fitting, insertion or fixing of dentures, artificial teeth or other dental appliances shall
be deemed to have practised dentistry within the meaning of this Act.

[F268(1A) For the purposes of this Act, the practice of dentistry shall be deemed not to include
the performance of any medical task by a person who—

(a) is qualified to carry out such a task; and
(b) is a member of a profession regulated by a regulatory body (other than the

Council) listed in section 25(3) of the National Health Service Reform and
Health Care Professions Act 2002.]

[F269(2) Dental work to which subsection (2A) or (2B) applies shall not be treated for the
purposes of this Act as amounting to the practice of dentistry if it is undertaken under
the direct personal supervision of—

(a) a registered dentist; or
(b) a registered dental care professional of a kind authorised in rules under this

section to carry out such supervision.

(2A) This subsection applies to dental work if it is undertaken—
(a) by a person recognised by a dental authority as a student of dentistry or by a

medical authority as a medical student; and
(b) as part of a course of instruction or training approved by that authority for

students of that kind or as part of an examination so approved.

(2B) This subsection applies to dental work if it is undertaken by a person as part of—
(a) a course of instruction or training which he is following in order to qualify

for registration in the dental care professionals register under a particular title
or titles; or

(b) an examination which he must pass in order to satisfy the requirements for
registration in that register under a particular title or titles.]

[F270(2C) Subsection (2) does not have effect in relation to dental work that is done by a person
as part of an adaptation period specified in relation to the person by the Council under
section 15ZA or 36C(4E).]
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[F271(3) In this section “medical authority” means [F272a body or combination of bodies
included in the list maintained under section 4(1)] of the Medical Act 1983 (qualifying
examinations and primary United Kingdom qualifications) which is entitled to hold
qualifying examinations for the purpose of granting one or more primary United
Kingdom medical qualifications.]

Textual Amendments
F267 Words in s. 37(1) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.

(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 34(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F268 S. 37(1A) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
34(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F269 S. 37(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 37(2) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the
amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 34(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F270 S. 37(2C) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation
of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 32

F271 S. 37(3) substituted (17.12.2002) by S.I. 2002/3135, arts. 1(2)(j), 16(1), Sch. 1 para. 11
F272 Words in s. 37(3) substituted (3.11.2008) by The Health Care and Associated Professions

(Miscellaneous Amendments) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/1774), art. 1(5), Sch. 5 para. 1; S.I. 2008/2556,
art. 2(1)(b)

38 Prohibition on practice of dentistry by laymen. U.K.

(1) [F273A person who is not [F274a registered dentist or a registered dental care
professional]] shall not practise or hold himself out, whether directly or by implication,
as practising or as being prepared to practise dentistry.

[F275(1A) A specified state professional undertaking an adaptation period specified in relation
to the person by the Council under section 15ZA or 36C(4E) does not contravene
subsection (1) by practising dentistry or by holding out as regards practising or being
prepared to practise dentistry if the practising of dentistry is done as part of the
adaptation period or (as the case may be) the holding out relates only to the practising
of dentistry as part of the adaptation period.]

(2) Any person who acts in contravention of subsection (1) above shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding the fifth level on the standard scale.

(3) Summary proceedings for an offence under this section may be brought within the
period of six months beginning with the date on which evidence sufficient in the
opinion of the prosecutor to warrant the proceedings came to his knowledge; but no
such proceedings shall be brought by virtue of this subsection more than two years
after the commission of the offence.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) above a certificate signed by or on behalf of
the prosecutor and stating the date on which such evidence as is mentioned in that
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subsection came to his knowledge shall be conclusive evidence of that date, and any
certificate purporting to be so signed shall be taken to have been so signed unless the
contrary is proved.

Textual Amendments
F273 Words in s. 38(1) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.

(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 35 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F274 Words in s. 38(1) substituted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 127

F275 S. 38(1A) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and Implementation
of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1286), reg. 1,
Sch. 3 para. 33

39 Prohibition on use of practitioners’ titles by laymen. U.K.

[F276(1) A person shall not take or use the title of dentist, dental surgeon or dental practitioner,
either alone or in combination with any other word, unless he is a registered dentist
F277....]

(2) No person shall take or use any title or description implying that he is a registered
dentist unless he is a registered dentist.

[F278(2A) A person who is not a registered dental care professional shall not take or use any title
specified in regulations under section 36A(2), either alone or in combination with any
other word.

(2B) No person shall take or use any title or description implying that he is a registered
dental care professional unless he is a registered dental care professional.]

(3) Any person who acts in contravention of this section shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding the fifth level on the standard scale.

Textual Amendments
F276 S. 39(1) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
36(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F277 Words in s. 39(1) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 128

F278 S. 39(2A)(2B) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 36(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 S. 39(2A) excluded (31.7.2006) by The General Dental Council (Professions Complementary to

Dentistry) Regulations Order of Council 2006 (S.I. 2006/1440), reg. 1(1), Sch. reg. 5
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Restrictions on carrying on the business of dentistry

40 Definition of business of dentistry. U.K.

(1) For the purposes of this Act a person shall be treated as carrying on the business of
dentistry if, and only if, he or a partnership of which he is a member receives payment
for services rendered in the course of the practice of dentistry by him or by a partner
of his, or by an employee of his or of all or any of the partners.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) above, the receipt of payments—
(a) by an authority providing national health services, or

[F279(aa) by a person providing primary dental services [F280F281... under a contract under
section 100 [F282of the National Health Service Act 2006 or an agreement
under section 107] of that Act, or F283... under a contract under section 57
[F284of the National Health Service (Wales) Act 2006 or an agreement under
section 64] of that Act,] or]

[F285(ab) by a person (other than one falling within paragraph (a) above) providing
personal dental services under [F286section 28C of the National Health Service
Act 1977 F287 or] section 17C of the National Health Service (Scotland) Act
1978 F288, or]

[F289(ac) by a person (other than one falling within paragraph (a) above) providing
personal dental services under Article 15B of the Health and Personal Social
Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972 F290, or]

(b) by a person providing dental treatment for his employees without a view to
profit, or

(c) by a person providing dental treatment without a view to profit dental
treatment without a view under conditions approved by the Secretary of State
or the Department of Health and Social Services for Northern Ireland,

shall not constitute the carrying on of the business of dentistry for the purposes of
this Act.

Textual Amendments
F279 S. 40(2)(aa) inserted (1.4.2006 for E., 1.4.2006 for W. for specified purposes) by Health and Social

Care (Community Health and Standards) Act 2003 (c. 43), s. 199(1)(4), Sch. 11 para. 50; S.I.
2005/2925, art. 10(2)(h); S.I. 2006/345, art. 6(2)(k)

F280 Words in s. 40(2)(aa) substituted (1.3.2007) by National Health Service (Consequential Provisions)
Act 2006 (c. 43), s. 8(2), Sch. 1 para. 81 (with Sch. 3 Pt. 1)

F281 Words in s. 40(2)(aa) omitted (1.4.2013) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4),
Sch. 5 para. 36(a); S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F282 Words in s. 40(2)(aa) inserted (1.4.2013) by Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4), Sch. 5
para. 36(b); S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F283 Words in s. 40(2)(aa) omitted (1.4.2013) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4),
Sch. 5 para. 36(c); S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F284 Words in s. 40(2)(aa) inserted (1.4.2013) by Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4), Sch. 5
para. 36(d); S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F285 S. 40(2)(ab) inserted (17.7.1998) by S.I. 1998/1546, art. 2
F286 Words in s. 40(2)(ab) repealed (1.4.2006 for E., 1.4.2006 for W. for specified purposes) by Health

and Social Care (Community Health and Standards) Act 2003 (c. 43), s. 199(1)(4), Sch. 14 Pt. 4; S.I.
2005/2925, art. 11; S.I. 2006/345, art. 7(2)(d)
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F287 1977 c.49. Section 28C was inserted by the National Health Service (Primary Care) Act 1997 (c.46)
(“the 1997 Act”), section 21(1).

F288 1978 c.29. Section 17C was inserted by the 1997 Act, section 21(2).
F289 S. 40(2)(ac) inserted (1.1.1999) by S.R. 1998/376, art. 2
F290 S.I. 1972/1265 (N.I. 14); Article 15B is inserted by Article 21 of S.I. 1997/1177 (N.I. 7)

41 Restriction on individuals. U.K.

[F291(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, an individual who is not a registered dentist
shall not carry on the business of dentistry unless—

(a) he was engaged in carrying on the business of dentistry on 21st July 1955; or
(b) he falls within a class of registered dental care professionals prescribed in

rules under this section.

(1A) For the purposes of this section, an “authorised dental care professional” means an
individual who falls within subsection (1)(b).

(1B) Any individual who contravenes this section shall be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

(2) The exemption conferred by subsection (1)(a) on persons who were carrying on the
business of dentistry on the date there mentioned shall not extend to any person
who has at any time ceased to be a registered dentist in consequence of a Practice
Committee giving a direction under section 27B or 27C or making an order under
section 30(1) for the erasure of his name from the register, or for the suspension of his
registration, following a relevant determination that his fitness to practise as a dentist
is impaired.

(2A) For the purposes of subsection (2), a “relevant determination” that a person’s fitness
to practise is impaired is a determination which is based solely on one or more of the
grounds mentioned in paragraph (a), (d), (e), (f) or (g) of subsection (2) of section 27
(misconduct etc.).

(3) This section shall not operate to prevent a person from carrying on the business of
dentistry during any period for which—

(a) his registration in the register is suspended by virtue of a direction given by a
Practice Committee under section 27B or 27C, or an order made by a Practice
Committee under section 30(1), following a determination, based solely on
the ground mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 27 (adverse
physical or mental health), that his fitness to practise is impaired, or

(b) his registration in the dental care professionals register is suspended by virtue
of a direction given by a Practice Committee under section 36P or 36Q,
or an order made by a Practice Committee under section 36U(1), following
a determination, based solely on the ground mentioned in paragraph (c) of
subsection (2) of section 36N (adverse physical or mental health), that his
fitness to practise is impaired,

and subsections (4) and (6) shall apply in relation to a person whose registration is
so suspended as they apply in relation to a registered dentist or an authorised dental
care professional.]

(4) Where a registered dentist or [F292authorised dental care professional] who died
after 3rd July 1956 was at his death carrying on a business or practice constituting
the business of dentistry, this section shall not operate to prevent his personal
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representatives or [F293his surviving spouse or his surviving civil partner] or any of his
children, or trustees on behalf of [F293his surviving spouse or his surviving civil partner]
or any of his children, from carrying on the business of dentistry in continuance of
that business or practice during the three years beginning with his death.

(5) Where a registered dentist F294... who died before 4th July 1956 was at his death
carrying on a business or practice constituting the business of dentistry, this section
shall not operate to prevent his widow, or trustees on behalf of his widow, from
carrying on the business of dentistry in continuance of that business or practice at any
time during her life.

(6) Where a registered dentist or [F295authorised dental care professional] becomes
bankrupt at a time when he is carrying on a business or practice constituting the
business of dentistry, this section shall not operate to prevent his trustee in bankruptcy,
or in Northern Ireland the official assignee, from carrying on the business of dentistry
in continuance of that business or practice during the three years beginning with the
bankruptcy.

[F296(7) Rules made under subsection (1)(b) shall not be amended or revoked in such a way
that any class of registered dental care professionals prescribed in those rules ceases
thereafter to be prescribed.]

Textual Amendments
F291 S. 41(1)-(3) substituted for s. 41(1)-(3) (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 37(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F292 Words in s. 41(4) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 37(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F293 Words in s. 41(4) substituted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), s. 263(10)(b), Sch. 27
para. 89; S.I. 2005/3175, art. 2(2)

F294 Words in s. 41(5) omitted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by virtue of The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 37(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F295 Words in s. 41(6) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 37(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F296 S. 41(7) added (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
37(d) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F29742 Restriction on bodies corporate U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F297 S. 42 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 38 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F29843 Directors of bodies corporate U.K.

(1) A body corporate commits an offence if it carries on the business of dentistry at a time
when a majority of its directors are not persons who are either registered dentists or
registered dental care professionals.

(2) Where a person is the subject of a decision erasing his name from, or suspending him
from, a register kept by any of the regulatory bodies listed in section 25(3) of the
National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions Act 2002, that person
commits an offence if he is a director of a body corporate carrying on the business of
dentistry at any time when such an erasure or suspension remains in effect.

(3) Any body corporate committing an offence under subsection (1), or any person
committing an offence under subsection (2), shall be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.]

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C5 S. 43 applied (with modifications) (30.6.1999) by 1999 c. ii, s. 9

[F29843A.Provision of information and payment of fees by bodies corporate U.K.

(1) The Council shall maintain a list, in such form as they consider appropriate, of bodies
corporate which carry on the business of dentistry.

(2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4), a body corporate which carries on the business of
dentistry shall, at intervals of no more than twelve months, provide the Council with
the information specified in subsection (5).

(3) A body corporate which is carrying on the business of dentistry at the time when this
section comes into force shall first provide the Council with the information specified
in subsection (5) within the period of twelve months beginning with the date on which
this section came into force.

(4) A body corporate which begins to carry on the business of dentistry after this section
comes into force shall first provide the Council with the information specified in
subsection (5) within the period of three months beginning with the date on which it
begins to carry on that business.
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(5) The information referred to in subsections (2), (3) and (4) is—
(a) the address of the body corporate’s principal office;
(b) the names of the directors of the body corporate and the addresses where they

are resident;
(c) the names of all persons who practise dentistry in the course of the business

and the addresses where they are resident;
(d) the names of all registered dental care professionals not falling within

paragraph (b) or (c) who, in the course of the business, provide services in, or
in relation to, any area of dentistry, and the addresses where they are resident;
and

(e) such further information as may be specified in rules.

(6) Rules may specify the form and manner in which the information specified in
subsection (5) is required to be provided.

(7) The Council may make regulations providing that a fee is payable by a body corporate
on each occasion on which that body is required to provide information in accordance
with subsection (2), (3) or (4).

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

43B. Financial penalties in relation to bodies corporate U.K.

(1) The registrar may refer to the Professional Conduct Committee for investigation
information in his possession which indicates that there may be grounds for imposing
a financial penalty under this section.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a “relevant requirement” means a requirement for a
body corporate to—

(a) provide information under subsection (2), (3) or (4) of section 43A;
(b) provide such information in the form and manner specified in any rules under

subsection (6) of that section; or
(c) pay any fee in accordance with regulations under subsection (7) of that section.

(3) The Professional Conduct Committee may impose a financial penalty under this
section if they are satisfied that a body corporate failed to comply with a relevant
requirement.

(4) In such a case, a financial penalty may be imposed on—
(a) the body corporate concerned;
(b) any person who was a director of that body at the time of the body’s failure

to comply with the relevant requirement in question; or
(c) both that body corporate and one or more persons within paragraph (b).

(5) But a financial penalty shall not be imposed on a director or former director of the
body corporate if he satisfies the Professional Conduct Committee that, at the time of
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the body’s failure to comply with the relevant requirement in question, he had taken
all reasonable steps to ensure that the body complied with that requirement.

(6) A financial penalty imposed under this section—
(a) in the case of a body corporate, must not exceed £5,000,
(b) in the case of a person within subsection (4)(b), must not exceed £1,000,

and is payable within such period as the Professional Conduct Committee shall specify
at the time the penalty is imposed.

(7) If it appears to the Council that there has been a change in the value of money
since the last occasion when the maximum amount of the financial penalty under
subsection (6)(a) or (b) was fixed, whether by this section or by an order under this
section, the Council may by order substitute for the sum for the time being specified
in paragraph (a) or (b) of that subsection such higher sum as appears to the Council
justified by the change.

(8) The Council shall publish an order under subsection (7) in such form as they consider
appropriate.

(9) An order under subsection (7) shall not have effect in relation to any case where the
failure to comply with the relevant requirement in question occurred before the order
came into force.

(10) Where the Professional Conduct Committee determine to impose a financial penalty
under this section, the registrar shall forthwith serve on the person on whom the
penalty is imposed notification of—

(a) the imposition of the penalty;
(b) the amount of the penalty;
(c) the period within which it is to be paid; and
(d) the person’s right to appeal under section 44B against any of the matters

notified under paragraphs (a), (b) or (c).

(11) Subject to subsection (12), the Council may recover the financial penalty from the
person on whom it was imposed if the penalty is not paid within the period specified
under subsection (6).

(12) A penalty may not be recovered under subsection (11) while proceedings by way
of appeal under section 44B(1) are pending, or during the period in which any such
proceedings may be brought.

(13) The Council shall pay any sum paid as a financial penalty, or recovered under
subsection (11), into the Consolidated Fund.]

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
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[F29844 Further financial penalties on bodies corporate U.K.

(1) The Professional Conduct Committee may, subject to subsection (5), impose a
financial penalty on a body corporate if condition A or condition B is satisfied.

(2) Condition A is satisfied if, at a time when the body corporate is carrying on the
business of dentistry, the name of a director of the body corporate is erased—

(a) from the register by virtue of a direction under section 27B(6)(a); or
(b) from registration in the dental care professionals register under any title by

virtue of a direction under section 36P(7)(a).

(3) Condition B is satisfied if at a time when the body corporate is carrying on the business
of dentistry the name of a member of the staff of the body corporate is so erased, and
in the opinion of the Professional Conduct Committee—

(a) the act or omission leading to the erasure was instigated, or connived at, by
a director of the body corporate; or

(b) if the act or omission was a continuing act or omission, a director of the body
corporate had, or reasonably ought to have had, knowledge of its continuation.

(4) A financial penalty imposed under subsection (1)—
(a) must not exceed £50,000; and
(b) is payable within such period as the Professional Conduct Committee shall

specify at the time the penalty is imposed.

(5) The Professional Conduct Committee shall not take a case into consideration under
subsection (1) while proceedings by way of appeal are pending which may result in a
decision that the name of the director or member of staff of the body corporate (as the
case may be) should not be erased as described in subsection (2), or during the period
in which any such proceedings may be brought.

(6) If it appears to the Council that there has been a change in the value of money since the
last occasion when the maximum amount of the financial penalty under subsection (4)
(a) was fixed, whether by this section or by an order under this section, the Council
may by order substitute for the sum for the time being specified in subsection (4)(a)
such higher sum as appears to the Council justified by the change.

(7) The Council shall publish an order under subsection (6) in such form as they consider
appropriate.

(8) An order under subsection (6) shall not have effect in relation to any case where the
erasure of the name which gave rise to the penalty occurred before the order came
into force.

(9) Where the Professional Conduct Committee determine to impose a financial penalty
on a body corporate under subsection (1), the registrar shall forthwith serve on the
body corporate notification of—

(a) the imposition of the penalty;
(b) the amount of the penalty;
(c) the period within which it is to be paid; and
(d) the body corporate’s right to appeal under section 44B against any of the

matters notified under paragraphs (a), (b) or (c).
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(10) Subject to subsection (11), the Council may recover the financial penalty from
the body corporate if the penalty is not paid within the period specified under
subsection (4)(b).

(11) A penalty may not be recovered under subsection (10) while proceedings by way
of appeal under section 44B(2) are pending, or during the period in which any such
proceedings may be brought.

(12) The Council shall pay any sum paid as a financial penalty, or recovered under
subsection (10), into the Consolidated Fund.

(13) References in this section to the erasure of the name of a director or member of staff of
a body corporate include references to the erasure of the name of any person who was
a director or member of staff of the body corporate at the time of the act or omission
leading to the erasure.]

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F29844A.Supplementary provisions relating to financial penalties under sections 43B and
44 U.K.

Schedule 3 (proceedings before the Investigating Committee, the Interim Orders
Committee and Practice Committees: dentists) applies to proceedings before the
Professional Conduct Committee under section 43B or 44 with the following
modifications—

(a) references to proceedings under Part 3 of the Act shall be read as including
proceedings under sections 43B and 44;

(b) references to a Committee shall be read as references to the Professional
Conduct Committee;

(c) in paragraph 1—
(i) omit sub-paragraph (1), and

(ii) for sub-paragraph (2) substitute—

“(2) A “party” to proceedings means—
(a) the body corporate;
(b) any director or former director of the body corporate

against whom the proceedings are brought; or
(c) the Council.”;

(d) in paragraph 2—
(i) omit sub-paragraph (1)(b),

(ii) in sub-paragraph (2)(a), for “the person to whose registration the
proceedings relate” substitute “the body corporate and any director
or former director of the body corporate on whom a financial penalty
may be imposed”, and
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(iii) in sub-paragraph (2)(g), omit “the person (if any) making the
allegation and”;

(e) omit paragraph 5;
(f) in paragraph 6(5), for paragraphs (a) and (b) substitute—

“(a) where the body corporate’s principal office is in Scotland, the
sheriff in whose sheriffdom that office is situated; and”; and

(g) omit paragraph 7.

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

44B. Appeals relating to financial penalties U.K.

(1) A person on whom a financial penalty has been imposed under section 43B may, before
the end of the period of 28 days beginning with the date on which notification of the
penalty was served under section 43B(10), appeal to the relevant court against the
imposition of the penalty, the amount of the penalty or the period within which the
penalty is to be paid.

(2) A body corporate on which a financial penalty has been imposed under section 44 may,
before the end of the period of 28 days beginning with the date on which notification
of the penalty was served under section 44(9), appeal to the relevant court against the
imposition of the penalty, the amount of the penalty or the period within which the
penalty is to be paid.

(3) Where—
(a) any notification required to be served on a person by section 43B(10) or 44(9)

is given by sending it to that person by post, and
(b) the registrar is satisfied, on the application of that person, that that person did

not receive the notification within the period of 14 days beginning with the
day on which the Professional Conduct Committee gave the determination to
which the notification relates,

the registrar may, if he thinks fit, by authorisation in writing extend the period of time
within which an appeal under this section may be brought.

(4) In subsections (1) and (2) “the relevant court”—
(a) where the principal office of the body corporate is in Scotland, means the

Court of Session;
(b) where the principal office of the body corporate is in Northern Ireland, means

the High Court in Northern Ireland; and
(c) where the principal office of the body corporate is in any other place, means

the High Court in England and Wales.

(5) In subsection (4)—
(a) where a financial penalty has been imposed on a body corporate, “the body

corporate” means that body; and
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(b) where a financial penalty has been imposed on a director or former director
of a body corporate, “the body corporate” means the body whose failure to
comply with a relevant requirement (within the meaning of section 43B) led
to the imposition of the financial penalty.

(6) Subsections (3) and (4) of section 29 apply to appeals under this section as they apply
to appeals under that section with the following modifications—

(a) in subsection (3)(c) and (d), omit references to the Professional Performance
Committee and the Health Committee; and

(b) in subsection (3)(d), for “section 24, 27B, 27C or 28” substitute “section 43B
or 44”.]

Textual Amendments
F298 Ss. 43-44B substituted for ss. 43, 44 (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the

amending S.I. (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), art. 39 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F299PART V U.K.

DENTAL AUXILIARIES
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F299 Pt. V repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 40 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

PART VI U.K.

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

Termination of the 1927 Agreement

49 Termination of the 1927 Agreement with the Republic of Ireland. U.K.

(1) If Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the Government of the
Republic of Ireland agree to terminate the Agreement with respect to the registration
and control of dentists set out in Part II of the Schedule to the M2Medical and Dentists
Acts Amendment Act 1927, Her Majesty may by Order in Council—

(a) effect such repeals in that Act and this Act, and
(b) make such modifications of this Act,

as appear to Her to be necessary or expedient in consequence of, or in connection with,
the termination of the said Agreement.
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(2) An Order in Council under this section may—
(a) appoint different days for different repeals or modifications to take effect

under the Order; and
(b) contain such transitional and saving provisions as appear to Her Majesty to

be necessary or expedient.

(3) An Order in Council under this section which repeals any provision by virtue of which
a university or other body in the Republic of Ireland is a dental authority shall include
provision preserving the right to registration or continued registration in the register
of persons who, immediately before the coming into force of the Order, are entitled to
be or are registered under section 15(1)(a) above in virtue of a qualification awarded
by that university or body.

(4) An Order in Council made under this section shall be subject to annulment in
pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

Marginal Citations
M2 1927 c. 39.

[F30049A.Advisers U.K.

Schedule 4C to this Act (advisers) shall have effect.]

Textual Amendments
F300 S. 49A inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the

London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
41 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Supplementary

F30150 Evidence etc. in certain proceedings under this Act. U.K.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F301 S. 50 repealed (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the London

Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006
and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art. 42 (with
Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

[F30250A.Service of notifications U.K.

(1) A notification under this Act which is required to be served on any person may be
served, subject to subsections (4) and (6), by—

(a) delivering it to that person personally;
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(b) leaving it at that person’s proper address;
(c) sending it by a registered post service; or
(d) sending it by a postal service which provides for the delivery of the

notification by post to be recorded.

(2) For the purposes of this section and of section 7 of the Interpretation Act 1978 (which
defines “service by post”) in its application to this section, the proper address of an
individual (except in the cases mentioned in subsection (3)) is—

(a) his address in the dentists register or the dental care professionals register (or,
if he is not registered, the address which would have been shown if he were
registered); or

(b) his last known address, if that differs from the address mentioned in
paragraph (a) and it appears to the person serving the notification that the
notification is more likely to reach him at that address.

(3) The cases referred to in subsection (2) are those where a notification is required to
be served—

(a) under section 27A(7) or section 36O(7), or in accordance with rules made
under paragraph 2(2)(g) of Schedule 3 or paragraph 2(2)(g) of Schedule 4B,
on a person making an allegation,

(b) under section 43B(10) on a person who is a director or former director of a
body corporate, or

(c) in accordance with rules made under paragraph 2(2)(d) or (g) of Schedule 3 or
paragraph 2(2)(d) or (g) of Schedule 4B on a person who may have an interest
in certain proceedings,

and in such cases, for the purposes mentioned in subsection (2), the person’s proper
address is the address where he resides.

(4) A notification which is required to be served on a body corporate shall be duly served
if it is served on an officer, secretary or clerk of that body.

(5) For the purposes of this section and of section 7 of the Interpretation Act 1978 in its
application to this section, the proper address of a body corporate, or of an officer,
secretary or clerk of that body, is—

(a) that body’s address as specified in the list maintained by the Council under
section 43A; or

(b) the address of that body’s registered or principal office if—
(i) it appears to the person serving the notification that the notification

is more likely to reach the body corporate or its officer, secretary or
clerk at that address, or

(ii) there is no address specified in relation to that body in that list.

(6) Rules may provide for a notification which is required to be served on any person
under this Act to be served by an electronic communication.

(7) Rules under subsection (6) shall secure that a notification cannot be served on a person
by an electronic communication unless—

(a) the person consents in writing to the receipt of notifications under this Act by
electronic communication; and

(b) the communication is sent to the number or address specified by that person
when giving consent.
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(8) In this section, “electronic communication” has the same meaning as in the Electronic
Communications Act 2000.

(9) References in this section to serving a notification include references to sending a
notification.

Textual Amendments
F302 Ss. 50A-50D inserted (19.7.2005 for the insertion of ss. 50C, 50D and otherwise in accordance with

art. 1(4)-(7) (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 43 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

50B. Publication of information U.K.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), any information or guidance which is to be published by
the registrar, the Council or a Practice Committee in accordance with any provision of
this Act may be published in such form and manner as the registrar, the Council or the
Practice Committee (as the case may be) consider appropriate, including in electronic
form.

(2) Information required to be published under rules under paragraph 2(2)(h) of
Schedule 3 to this Act or paragraph 2(2)(h) of Schedule 4B to this Act shall be
published in such manner as may be determined by those rules, and not by this section.

Textual Amendments
F302 Ss. 50A-50D inserted (19.7.2005 for the insertion of ss. 50C, 50D and otherwise in accordance with

art. 1(4)-(7) (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 43 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

50C. Rules U.K.

(1) Any power in this Act to make rules shall be exercisable by the Council.

(2) Rules made under this Act shall not come into force until approved by the Privy
Council, except in the case of rules made under—

[F303section 16A(1) (requisite knowledge and skill: holders of overseas
diplomas);]
[F303section 16B(3) (requisite knowledge and skill: recognition of overseas
diplomas);]
section 36B(4) (dental care professionals register);
[F303section 36CB(1) (requisite knowledge and skill: holders of relevant
qualifications);]
[F303section 36CC(3) (requisite knowledge and skill: recognition of relevant
qualifications);]
section 36D(6) and (7) (education and training for members of professions
complementary to dentistry);
section 36E (rules relating to the dental care professionals register);
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section 43A(5) and (6) (provision of information by bodies corporate); and
[F304paragraph 8(1)(b)] of Schedule 1 (the Council: supplementary provisions).

(3) The approval of the Privy Council shall be given by order made by the Privy Council.

(4) The Privy Council may approve rules as submitted to them, or subject to such
modifications as appear to them to be requisite.

(5) Any power to make rules under this Act may be exercised—
(a) so as to make different provision with respect to different cases or different

classes of case or different provision in respect of the same case or class of
case for different purposes of this Act; and

(b) either in relation to all cases to which the power extends or in relation to all
those cases subject to specified exceptions.

(6) Any power to make rules under this Act includes power to make any incidental,
consequential, saving, transitional, transitory or supplementary provision which the
Council consider necessary or expedient.

Textual Amendments
F302 Ss. 50A-50D inserted (19.7.2005 for the insertion of ss. 50C, 50D and otherwise in accordance with

art. 1(4)-(7) (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 43 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F303 Words in s. 50C(2) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 5(1)

F304 Words in s. 50C(2) substituted (13.5.2009 for specified purposes, 1.10.2009 in so far as not already in
force) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous Amendments and Practitioner
Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(3)(9), Sch. 1 para. 10 (with arts. 9, 10); S.I.
2009/1357, art. 2(2)(a)(i)

50D. Rules: consultation requirements U.K.

(1) Before making rules under [F305section 16A(1), 16B(3), 36CB(1) or 36CC(3) or]
Schedule 3 or 4B, the Council shall consult—

(a) such persons to whom subsection (2) applies as the Council consider
appropriate;

(b) the bodies within subsection (4); and
(c) such bodies to which subsection (5) applies as the Council consider

appropriate.

(2) This subsection applies to persons who appear to the Council to be representative of
one or more of the following—

(a) users of the services of registered dentists;
(b) users of the services of registered dental care professionals;
(c) registered dentists;
(d) registered dental care professionals;
(e) employers of registered dentists; and
(f) employers of registered dental care professionals.
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(3) The Council shall exercise their function under subsection (1)(a) so that the persons
consulted are, taken together, representative of all the categories of person mentioned
in subsection (2)(a) to (f).

(4) The bodies within this subsection are—
F306(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(b) Local Health Boards in Wales;
(c) Health Boards in Scotland; F307...
(d) [F308Health and Social Care trusts] in Northern Ireland [F309; and
(e) the Department of Health in Northern Ireland.]

(5) This subsection applies to bodies which make arrangements, for the provision of dental
services, with one or both of the following—

(a) registered dentists,
(b) registered dental care professionals,

but are not within subsection (4).

(6) Subsection (1) does not apply in relation to rules made under Schedule 3 as applied
(with modifications) by section 44A (supplementary provisions relating to financial
penalties in relation to bodies corporate), but before making such rules the Council
shall consult—

(a) the bodies corporate which carry on the business of dentistry; and
(b) such organisations appearing to the Council to be representative of users of

the services of those bodies corporate as the Council consider appropriate.]

Textual Amendments
F302 Ss. 50A-50D inserted (19.7.2005 for the insertion of ss. 50C, 50D and otherwise in accordance with

art. 1(4)-(7) (see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively
19.8.2005, 5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005
(S.I. 2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 43 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F305 Words in s. 50D(1) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 5(2)

F306 S. 50D(4)(a) omitted (1.4.2013) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act 2012 (c. 7), s. 306(4), Sch. 5
para. 37; S.I. 2013/160, art. 2(2) (with arts. 7-9)

F307 Word in s. 50D(4)(c) omitted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by virtue of Health and Social Care Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(4)(a); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and omitted (E.W.S.)
(30.11.2022) by virtue of The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(4)(a)

F308 Words in s. 50D(4)(d) substituted (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern
Ireland) 2022 (c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(4)(b); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and substituted
(E.W.S.) (30.11.2022) by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential
Amendments) Order 2022 (S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(4)(b)

F309 S. 50D(4)(e) and word added (N.I.) (1.4.2022) by Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022
(c. 3), s. 8(1)(b), Sch. 1 para. 66(4)(c); S.R. 2022/102, art. 2(b) and inserted (E.W.S.) (30.11.2022)
by The Health and Social Care Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 (Consequential Amendments) Order 2022
(S.I. 2022/1174), arts. 1(2), 13(4)(c)
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C6 S. 50D modified (19.7.2005) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011),

arts. 1(3), 50(4) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

51 Exercise of powers conferred on Privy Council. U.K.

[F310(1)] The powers conferred by this Act on the Privy council F311... shall be exercisable by
any two or more members of the Privy Council.

[F312(2) Any power of the Privy Council to make an order under this Act shall be exercisable
by statutory instrument, except—

(a) the power to make an order under section 11 (remedy where qualifying courses
of study or examinations are inadequate); and

(b) the power to make an order under section 12 (candidates not to be required to
adopt or reject particular theories of dentistry).

(3) A statutory instrument which contains an order made by the Privy Council—
(a) under section 1(2A) (constitution of the Council),
(b) approving rules under section 41(1) (restriction on individuals carrying on the

business of dentistry),
[F313(c) approving rules under Schedule 3 (proceedings before the Investigating

Committee, the Interim Orders Committee and Practice Committees:
dentists), including rules made under Schedule 3 as applied (with
modifications) by—

(i) section 44A (supplementary provisions relating to financial penalties
in relation to bodies corporate), or

(ii) paragraph 4(7) of Schedule 2A (registration appeals: dentists
register),]

(d) approving rules under Schedule 4B (proceedings before the Investigating
Committee, the Interim Orders Committee and Practice Committees: dental
care professionals), or

(e) approving rules under Schedule 4C (advisers),
shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of
Parliament.

[F314(4) A statutory instrument which contains an order made by the Privy Council
approving—

(a) regulations under section 36A(2) (professions complementary to dentistry);
(b) rules under section 36L (insurance); or
(c) rules under Schedule 4B (proceedings before the Investigating Committee,

the Interim Orders Committee and Practice Committees: dental care
professionals), including rules made under Schedule 4B as applied (with
modifications) by paragraph 4(7) of Schedule 4A (registration appeals: dental
care professionals register),

shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament
or, where subsection (5) applies, a resolution of either House of Parliament or a
resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

(5) This subsection applies where an order of the Privy Council mentioned in
subsection (4)—
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(a) approves regulations under section 36A(2) that specify a profession
complementary to dentistry, or a class of members of a profession
complementary to dentistry, which immediately before the revocation of
the Dental Auxiliaries Regulations 1986 did not constitute a class of dental
auxiliaries regulated by those Regulations; or

(b) approves rules that apply to such a profession or such a class of members of
such a profession.]

(6) Any act of the Privy Council under this Act shall be sufficiently signified by an
instrument signed by the Clerk of the Privy Council.

(7) Any document purporting to be—
(a) an instrument made by the Privy Council under this Act, and
(b) signed by the Clerk of the Privy Council,

shall be evidence (and in Scotland sufficient evidence) of the fact that the instrument
was so made and of its terms.]

Textual Amendments
F310 S. 51 renumbered as s. 51(1) (19.7.2005) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.

2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 44(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
F311 Words in s. 51 repealed (1.4.2003) by National Health Service Reform and Health Care Professions

Act 2002 (c. 17), ss. 31(4), 42(3), Sch. 9 Pt. 2; S.I. 2003/833, art. 3(a)(c) (with art. 4)
F312 S. 51(2) inserted (19.7.2005) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011),

arts. 1(3), 44(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)
F313 S. 51(3)(c) substituted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous

Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para.
11(a) (with arts. 6, 9, 10)

F314 S. 51(4)(5) substituted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous
Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para.
11(b) (with arts. 6, 9, 10)

52 Regulations and other documents. U.K.

(1) The M3Statutory Instruments Act 1946 shall apply to a statutory instrument containing
regulations made by the Council under this Act in like manner as if the regulations
had been made by a Minister of the Crown.

[F315(1A) Any power to make regulations under this Act may be exercised—
(a) so as to make different provision with respect to different cases or different

classes of case or different provision in respect of the same case or class of
case for different purposes of this Act; and

(b) either in relation to all cases to which the power extends or in relation to all
those cases subject to specified exceptions.

(1B) Any power to make regulations under this Act includes power to make any incidental,
consequential, saving, transitional, transitory or supplementary provision which the
Council consider necessary or expedient.]

(2) Prima facie evidence of any document issued by the Council may be given in all legal
proceedings by the production of a copy or extract purporting to be certified to be a
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true copy or extract by the registrar or some other officer of the Council authorised to
give a certificate for the purposes of this subsection.

(3) No proof shall be required of the handwriting or official position or authority of any
person certifying in pursuance of this section to the truth of any copy of, or extract
from, any regulations or other document.

Textual Amendments
F315 S. 52(1A)(1B) inserted (19.7.2005) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.

2005/2011), arts. 1(3), 45 (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

Marginal Citations
M3 1946 c. 36.

53 Interpretation. U.K.

(1) In this Act—
F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
“the Council” means the General Dental Council;
“dental authority” shall be construed in accordance with section 3(4) above;
“diploma” means any diploma, degree, fellowship, membership, licence,

authority to practise, letters testimonial, certificate or other status or document
granted by any university, corporation, college or other body or by any
department of, or persons acting under the authority of, the government of any
country or place (whether within or without Her Majesty’s dominions);

[F317the Directive” means Directive 2005/36/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 7th September 2005 on the recognition of
professional qualifications (OJ No L255, 30.09.2005, p 22), and any reference
in this Act to the Directive or to any provision of the Directive is a reference
to the Directive, or to that provision, as it had effect immediately before IP
completion day];

F318. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F319. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
[F320“interim order” means—

(a) an interim suspension order under section 32(4)(a) or section 36V(4)(a);
or

(b) an order for interim conditional registration under section 32(4)(b) or
section 36V(4)(b);

F316. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
[F321“the necessary knowledge of English”—

(a) in relation to a person registered, or applying to be registered, in the
dentists register, means a knowledge of English which, in the interests
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/52/1B
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/2011/article/45
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of the person and the person’s patients, is necessary for the practice of
dentistry in the United Kingdom;

(b) in relation to a person registered, or applying to be registered, in the
dental care professionals register, means a knowledge of English which,
in the interests of the person and the person’s patients, is necessary for
the practice of a profession complementary to dentistry in the United
Kingdom;]

[F322“overseas diploma” has the meaning given by section 15(2) above;]
“Practice Committee” shall be construed in accordance with section 2;
“profession complementary to dentistry” shall be construed in accordance

with section 36A(1);]
F323...
“the register” means the dentists register;
[F324“registered dental care professional” means a person for the time being

registered in the dental care professionals register under a title or titles;]
“registered dentist” means (subject to section 17(4) above) a person for the

time being registered in the register;
“the registrar” means the person for the time being appointed under

[F325section 14(2)] above;
[F326“relevant European State” means an EEA State or Switzerland.]
F327. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
[F328“specified state professional” means a person who holds a specified

state qualification;]
[F328“specified state qualification” means a qualification in dentistry or

in a profession complementary to dentistry awarded in one of the states
specified in Schedule 1 to the Recognition of Professional Qualifications
and Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment)
Regulations 2023;]

[F329“the UK GDPR” has the same meaning as in Parts 5 to 7 of the Data
Protection Act 2018 (see section 3(10) and (14) of that Act);]

(2) In this Act references to the practice of dentistry shall be construed in accordance
with section 37 above, and references to carrying on the business of dentistry shall be
construed in accordance with section 40 above.

[F330(2A) In this Act references to a body corporate’s principal office mean, in the case of a body
corporate registered outside the United Kingdom, that body’s principal office within
the United Kingdom.]

(3) References in this Act to the provision [F331, supervision or management] of national
health services are references to the provision [F331, supervision or management] of—

[F332(a) services under—
(i) [F333section 2, 3, 92 or 107 of, or paragraphs 1 to 6 of Schedule 1 to,

the National Health Service Act 2006, or section 2, 3, 50 or 64 of,
or paragraphs 1 to 6 of Schedule 1 to, the National Health Service
(Wales) Act 2006] ;

(ii) section 17C, 36, 38 or 39 of the M4National Health Service (Scotland)
Act 1978; or

(iii)] Article 5, 8 [F334, 9 or 15B] of the M5Health and Personal Social
Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972; and
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(b) services at health centres provided under the said sections 2, 3 or 36 or the
said Article 5.

[F335(3A) References in this Act to the over-arching objective are to the over-arching objective
of the Council under section 1(1ZA) (read with section 1(1ZB)).]

F336(4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F316 Words in s. 53(1) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social

Care Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 26(a) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F317 Words in s. 53(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/593), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3 para.
26(b) (with reg. 12A, Sch. 3 Pt. 2) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1394, regs. 4, 11(4)-(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch.
5 para. 1(1)

F318 Words in s. 53(1) omitted (25.5.2018) by virtue of the Data Protection Act 2018 (c. 12), Sch. 19 para.
31 (with ss. 117, 209, 210); S.I. 2018/625, reg. 2(1)(g)

F319 Words in s. 53(1) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 129(c)

F320 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 46(2)(a) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F321 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (1.4.2016) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Knowledge of
English) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/806), arts. 1(3), 28; S.I. 2015/1451, art. 5

F322 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (8.3.2023) by The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses, Nursing
Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2), Sch. 1
para. 5(3)(a)

F323 Words in s. 53(1) omitted (8.3.2023) by virtue of The Dentists, Dental Care Professionals, Nurses,
Nursing Associates and Midwives (International Registrations) Order 2023 (S.I. 2023/162), art. 1(2),
Sch. 1 para. 5(3)(b)

F324 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 46(2)(b) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F325 Words in s. 53(1) substituted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I.
(see the London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005,
5.6.2006, 21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I.
2005/2011), art. 46(2)(c) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F326 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (3.12.2007) by The European Qualifications (Health and Social Care
Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 129(f)

F327 Words in s. 53(1) omitted (3.12.2007) by virtue of The European Qualifications (Health and Social
Care Professions) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/3101), regs. 1(2), 129(g)

F328 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (1.12.2023) by The Recognition of Professional Qualifications and
Implementation of International Recognition Agreements (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1286), reg. 1, Sch. 3 para. 34

F329 Words in s. 53(1) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Data Protection, Privacy and Electronic
Communications (Amendments etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/419), reg. 1(2), Sch. 3
para. 17 (with Sch. 3 para. 112); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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F330 S. 53(2A) inserted (coming into force in accordance with art. 1(4)-(7) of the amending S.I. (see the
London Gazette, issue nos. 57734, 57975, 58050 and 58769, dated respectively 19.8.2005, 5.6.2006,
21.7.2006 and 18.7.2008)) by The Dentists Act 1984 (Amendment) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/2011), art.
46(3) (with Sch. 7) (with transitional provisions in S.I. 2006/1671)

F331 Words in s. 53(3) inserted (14.5.2009) by The Health Care and Associated Professions (Miscellaneous
Amendments and Practitioner Psychologists) Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/1182), art. 1(2)(b), Sch. 1 para.
12 (with arts. 9, 10)

F332 Words in s. 53(3)(a) substituted (18.11.1998) by virtue of 1997 c. 46, s. 41(10), Sch. 2 Pt. I para. 62;
S.I. 1998/2840, art. 2(1)

F333 Words in s. 53(3)(a) substituted (1.3.2007) by National Health Service (Consequential Provisions) Act
2006 (c. 43), s. 8(2), Sch. 1 para. 82 (with Sch. 3 Pt. 1)

F334 Words in s. 53(3)(a)(iii) substituted (1.4.1999) by S.I. 1997/1177, art. 32(1), Sch. 2; S.R. 1998/301, art.
2(2), Sch. 2 (with art. 3)

F335 S. 53(3A) inserted (26.9.2016) by Health and Social Care (Safety and Quality) Act 2015 (c. 28), s.
6(4), Sch. para. 1(7); S.I. 2016/906, reg. 2(b)

F336 S. 53(4) repealed (5.11.1993) by 1993 c. 50, s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. XIV.

Marginal Citations
M4 1978 c. 29.
M5 S.I. 1972/1265 (N.I. 14).

54 Consequential amendments, repeals and revocations. U.K.

(1) The enactments mentioned in Schedule 5 to this Act shall have effect subject to the
consequential amendments specified in that Schedule.

(2) The enactments mentioned in Part I of Schedule 6 to this Act are hereby repealed to
the extent specified in the third column.

(3) The instruments mentioned in Part II of that Schedule are hereby revoked to the extent
specified in the third column.

55 Commencement, transitional provisions and savings. U.K.

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) below, the foregoing provisions of this Act shall
come into force on 1st October 1984; and references to the commencement of this Act
shall be construed as references to the beginning of that day.

(2) The following provisions of this Act, namely—
(a) section 49, and
(b) section 54(2) and Part I of Schedule 6 so far as they repeal section 29 of the

M6Dentists Act 1983,
shall come into force at the end of the period of one month beginning with the day
on which this Act is passed.

(3) The following provisions of this Act, namely—
(a) sections 2(4) and (5), 28 and 31, paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 1, and paragraphs

3, 6 and 9(3) of Schedule 3, and
(b) sections 29, 30 and 33 and any provisions of Schedule 3 not mentioned

in paragraph (a) above, so far as those sections and provisions relate to
proceedings before the Health Committee or to any direction or order given
or made by that Committee,
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shall come into force on such day as Her Majesty may by Order in Council appoint, and
different days may be appointed for, or for different purposes of, different provisions.

(4) The transitional and saving provisions contained in Schedule 7 to this Act shall have
effect (but without prejudice to sections 16 and 17 of the M7Interpretation Act 1978,
which relate to repeals); and Her Majesty may by Order in Council provide for such
further transitional and saving provisions to have effect in connection with the coming
into force under subsection (3) above of any provision of this Act as appear to Her
Majesty to be necessary or expedient.

(5) Her Majesty may by Order in Council, in connection with the coming into force under
subsection (1) above of any provision of this Act in so far as it reproduces the effect
of any provision of the M8Dentists Act 1983 specified in subsection (2) of section 34
of that Act, make provision corresponding to that which could have been made under
subsection (4) of that section in connection with the coming into force under that
section of the provision so specified.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C7 S. 55(3) : power of appointment conferred by section 55(3) fully exercised: 1.1.1985 appointed by S.I.

1984/1815

Marginal Citations
M6 1983 c. 38.
M7 1978 c. 30.
M8 1983 c. 38.

56 Short title and extent. U.K.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Dentists Act 1984.

(2) This Act extends to Northern Ireland.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1984/1815
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1984/1815
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1978/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1983/38


Dentists Act 1984 (c. 24)
Document Generated: 2024-06-12

121

Changes to legislation: 
Dentists Act 1984 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 12 June 2024.
There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– s. 27(2)(f) word omitted by S.I. 2009/1182 Sch. 1 para. 7 (This effect comes into

force on the coming into force of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups
Act 2006 (c. 47). S. 44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by
2012 c. 9, s. 75(6), Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 27(2)(g) words inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 10 para. 7
– s. 27A(4)(a)(i) words inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 18(2)
– s. 36N(2)(f) word omitted by S.I. 2009/1182 Sch. 1 para. 8 (This effect comes into

force on the coming into force of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups
Act 2006 (c. 47). S. 44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by
2012 c. 9, s. 75(6), Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 36N(2)(g) words inserted by 2008 c. 14 Sch. 10 para. 9
– s. 36O(4)(a)(i) words inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 25(2)
– s. 40(2)(aa) words substituted by 2022 c. 31 Sch. 3 para. 42
– s. 41(2A) words substituted by S.I. 2009/1182 Sch. 1 para. 9 (This effect comes into

force on the coming into force of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups
Act 2006 (c. 47). S. 44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by
2012 c. 9, s. 75(6), Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 50D(1) words inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 27
– s. 53(3)(a)(i) words substituted by 2022 c. 31 Sch. 3 para. 43
– Sch. 5 para. 12 repealed by 2005 asp 13 sch. 3

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Blanket amendment words substituted by S.I. 2011/1043 art. 34
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 27(2)(h)(i) inserted by S.I. 2009/1182 Sch. 1 para. 7 (This effect comes into force

on the coming into force of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006
(c. 47). S. 44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by 2012 c. 9,
s. 75(6), Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 27(2)(ba) inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 17
– s. 27A(5)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 18(3)
– s. 27BA inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 19
– s. 36N(2)(h)(i) inserted by S.I. 2009/1182 Sch. 1 para. 8 (This effect comes into

force on the coming into force of s. 44(1) of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups
Act 2006 (c. 47). S. 44(1) was repealed without ever being in force on 10.9.2012 by
2012 c. 9, s. 75(6), Sch. 10 Pt. 5; S.I. 2012/2234, art. 2)

– s. 36N(2)(ba) inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 24
– s. 36O(5)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 25(3)
– s. 36PA inserted by S.I. 2015/806 art. 26
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