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Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 27

PART VII

BOLLARDS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS

92 Bollards and other obstructions outside Greater London.

(1) Where the passage, or the passage in any direction, of vehicles, or of vehicles of any
class, is prohibited at any point of a road outside Greater London by an order made
under section 1 or 9 of this Act, [F1the traffic authority] may, in accordance with the
following provisions of this section, place, or authorise or require to be placed, at or
near that point such bollards or other obstructions as they consider appropriate for
preventing their passage.

(2) The bollards or other obstructions that may be placed under subsection (1) above—
(a) shall include obstructions of any description whatsoever;
(b) may be either fixed or moveable; and
(c) may be placed so as to prevent the passage of vehicles at all times or at certain

times only.

(3) Where the powers conferred by subsection (1) above have been exercised with respect
to two or more points of a road, so that the passage of vehicles along a stretch of that
road is prevented, those powers shall extend to placing, or authorising the placing of,
further obstructions on that stretch of road; but any obstructions placed under those
powers shall not be so placed as to prevent at any time the passage of pedestrians past
the point or along the stretch of road in question, and shall not be of such a nature that
the re-opening of the road to vehicles would be unreasonably difficult or so as to alter
the nature of the surface of the road.

[F2(4) The bollards or other obstructions authorised by an order under subsection (1) shall be
placed on the road by the traffic authority, except as mentioned in section 93 below.]

(5) Any power conferred by this section to place an obstruction includes power to maintain
or light it.
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(6) Any enactment authorising the making of grants or loans in connection with traffic
signs (including section 79 of this Act) shall extend to any such obstructions as are
mentioned in this section.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 92(1) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59,

108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 65(2); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I. 1991/2286,
art. 2(2), Sch. 2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3, Sch.

F2 S. 92(4) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59, 108), s.
168(1), Sch. 8 para. 65(3); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I. 1991/2286, art.
2(2), Sch. 2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3, Sch.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 92: functions transferred (23.3.2005) by The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to the

Scottish Ministers etc.) Order 2005 (S.I. 2005/849), art. 2, Sch.

93 Powers of Secretary of State in relation to functions under s. 92.

[F3(1) by virtue of an order under section 92(1) the Secretary of State has power to place
bollards or other obstructions at a point on a road, he may authorise or require the
traffic authority for any other road leading into or crossing that road at that point to
place the bollards or other obstructions on that other road.]

(2) The Secretary of State may authorise or require [F4a local traffic authority] who have
placed bollards or other obstructions on a road in pursuance of section 92 of this Act
or this section to remove them.

(3) If [F4a local traffic authority] fail to comply with any requirement imposed under this
section to carry out any work, the Secretary of State may himself carry out the work;
and the expense incurred by him in doing so shall be recoverable by him from the
authority and, in England or Wales, shall be so recoverable summarily as a civil debt.

(4) Any requirement imposed under this section—
(a) if relating to a road in England or Wales, shall be enforceable on the

application of the Secretary of State by order of mandamus; or
(b) if relating to a road in Scotland, shall be enforceable by order of the Court

of Session on an application by the Lord Advocate under section 91 of the
M1Court of Session Act 1868.

(5) Any power conferred by this section to authorise or require an authority to place an
obstruction includes power to authorise or require the authority to maintain or light it.

(6) Subsection (6) of section 92 of this Act shall apply for the purposes of this section as
it applies for the purposes of that section.

Textual Amendments
F3 S. 93(1) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59, 108), s.

168(1), Sch. 8 para. 66(2); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I. 1991/2286, art.
2(2), Sch.2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.
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F4 Words in s. 93(2) and (3) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22,
SIF 59, 108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 66(3); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I.
1991/2286, art. 2(2), Sch.2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 93: transfer of functions (6.5.1999) by S.I. 1999/901, art. 5, Sch.

Marginal Citations
M1 1868 c. 100(36:1).

[F594 Bollards and other obstructions in Greater London.

(1) Where an order under section 6 or 9 of this Act is made or proposed to be made by
the Secretary of State, he may, to such extent as he considers necessary in connection
with the order, authorise or require any person who is responsible for the maintenance
of any road in Greater London [F6for which he is not the traffic authority]—

(a) to place on the carriageway such bollards or other obstructions as the Secretary
of State may consider appropriate for preventing the passage of vehicles, or
vehicles of any class, at any point at which their passage (whether in any
direction or in one direction only) is prohibited by any such order, and to
maintain and light those obstructions; or

(b) to remove any obstruction placed by that person in pursuance of an
authorisation or a requirement under this subsection.

(2) Where an order under section 6 or 9 of this Act is made or proposed to be made by
the council of a London borough, they may, to such extent as they consider necessary
in connection with the order, authorise or require any person who is responsible for
the maintenance of any road in their area [F7for which neither they nor the Secretary
of State are the traffic authority]—

(a) to place on the carriageway such bollards or other obstructions as they may
consider appropriate for preventing the passage of vehicles, or vehicles of any
class, at any point at which their passage (whether in any direction or in one
direction only) is prohibited by any such order, and to maintain and light those
obstructions; or

(b) to remove any obstruction placed by that person in pursuance of an
authorisation or a requirement under this subsection.

(3) Subsections (2) and (3) of section 92 of this Act shall apply in relation to the placing
of bollards or other obstructions under subsection (1) or (2) above, as if for any
reference in them to subsection (1) of that section there were substituted a reference
to subsection (1) or (2) above.

(4) To such extent as the Secretary of State or, as the case may be, the council of a London
borough may consider necessary in connection with an order under section 6 or 9
of this Act, whether made or proposed to be made by the Secretary of State or that
council—

(a) the Secretary of State may do with respect to [F8any road for which he is
the traffic authority] anything which he might under subsection (1)(a) above
require to be done with respect to any other road; and

(b) the council of the London borough may do with respect to any road in their
area [F9for which they are the traffic authority] anything which they might
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under subsection (2)(a) above require to be done with respect to a road for
which they are not the [F9traffic authority].

(5) If a person fails to comply with a requirement to carry out any work under
subsection (1) or (2), above, the Secretary of State or, as the case may be, the council
of the London borough may carry out the work, and the expenses incurred by the
Secretary of State or that council in doing so shall be recoverable summarily as a civil
debt from that person.

(6) Section 79 of this Act shall apply in relation to any such obstruction as is mentioned
in subsection (1) or (2) above as it applies in relation to traffic signs; and the power of
the Secretary of State under that section to make advances towards expenses incurred
in relation to traffic signs shall be exercisable with respect to any expenses incurred
by the council of a London borough by virtue of subsection (4) above.

(7) In this section references to the council of a London borough include references to the
Common Council of the City of London.]

Textual Amendments
F5 S. 94 substituted by Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51, SIF 81:1), ss. 1, 2, 8(1), Sch. 5 para. 4(30)
F6 Words in s. 94(1) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59,

108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 67(2); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I. 1991/2286,
art. 2(2), Sch.2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.

F7 Words in s. 94(2) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF 59,
108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 67(3); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I. 1991/2286,
art. 2(2), Sch.2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.

F8 Words in s. 94(4)(a) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF
59, 108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 67(4)(a); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I.
1991/2286, art. 2(2), Sch.2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.

F9 Words in s. 94(4)(b) substituted (1.11.1991) by New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (c. 22, SIF
59, 108), s. 168(1), Sch. 8 para. 67(4)(b); which substitution is in force for Scotland only by S.I.
1991/2286, art. 2(2), Sch. 2 and for England and Wales only by S.I. 1991/2288, art. 3,Sch.
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