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Matrimonial and Family
Proceedings Act 1984

1984 CHAPTER 42

An Act to amend the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 so far as it restricts the time within
which proceedings for divorce or nullity of marriage can be instituted; to amend that
Act, the Domestic Proceedings and Magistrates’ Courts Act 1978 and the Magistrates’
Courts Act 1980 so far as they relate to the exercise of the jurisdiction of courts in
England and Wales to make provision for financial relief or to exercise related powers
in matrimonial and certain other family proceedings; to make provision for financial
relief to be available where a marriage has been dissolved or annulled, or the parties
to a marriage have been legally separated, in a country overseas; to make related
amendments in the Maintenance Orders (Reciprocal Enforcement) Act 1972 and the
Inheritance (Provision for Family and Dependents) Act 1975; to make provision for the
distribution and transfer between the High Court and county courts of, and the exercise
in those courts of jurisdiction in, family business and family proceedings and to repeal
and re-enact with amendments certain provisions conferring on designated county
courts jurisdiction in matrimonial proceedings; to impose a duty to notify changes of
address on persons liable to make payments under maintenance orders enforceable
under Part II of the Maintenance Orders Act 1950 or Part I of the Maintenance Orders
Act 1958; and for connected purposes. [12th July 1984]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1 For extent of Act see s. 48(2)(3)
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