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Representation of the People Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 50

Combination and timing of polls

16 Postponement of poll at parish or community council elections

(1) Where the date of the poll at a parliamentary general election or an Assembly general
election is the same as the ordinary day of election of councillors for local government
areas in England and Wales—

(a) any poll at an election of parish or community councillors to be held in
England and Wales on that date shall be postponed for three weeks ;

(b) the date to which any such poll is so postponed shall be taken to be the ordinary
day of election for the purposes of sections 16(3) and 35(2) of the Local
Government Act 1972 and the day of election for the purposes of any rules
concerning the conduct of elections of such councillors made (or having effect
as if made) under section 36 of the principal Act; and

(c) any expenses of any returning officer for an election at which the poll is
postponed under this subsection which are attributable to the postponement
shall be charged on and paid out of the Consolidated Fund.

(2) In subsection (1) of section 40 of the principal Act (timing of local elections) after
the words " section 39 above " there shall be inserted the words " or section 16 of the
Representation of the People Act 1985".


