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Companies Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 6

PART V

SHARE CAPITAL, ITS INCREASE, MAINTENANCE AND REDUCTION

CHAPTER VII

REDEEMABLE SHARES; PURCHASE BY A COMPANY OF ITS OWN SHARES

Redemption or purchase of own shares out of capital (private companies only)

173 Conditions for payment out of capital.

(1) Subject to any order of the court under section 177, a payment out of capital by a
private company for the redemption or purchase of its own shares is now lawful unless
the requirements of this and the next two sections are satisfied.

(2) The payment out of capital must be approved by a special resolution of the company.

(3) The company’s directors must make a statutory declaration specifying the amount of
the permissible capital payment for the shares in question and stating that, having
made full inquiry into the affairs and prospects of the company, they have formed the
opinion—

(a) as regards its initial situation immediately following the date on which the
payment out of capital is proposed to be made, that there will be no grounds
on which the company could then be found unable to pay its debts, and

(b) as regards its prospects for the year immediately following that date, that,
having regard to their intentions with respect to the management of the
company’s business during that year and to the amount and character of the
financial resources which will in their view be available to the company during
that year, the company will be able to continue to carry on business as a
going concern (and will accordingly be able to pay its debts as they fall due)
throughout that year.
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(4) In forming their opinion for purposes of subsection (3)(a), the directors shall take into
account the same liabilities (including prospective and contingent liabilities) as would
be relevant under [F1section 122 of the Insolvency Act] (winding up by the court) to
the question whether a company is unable to pay its debts.

(5) The directors’ statutory declaration must be in the prescribed form and contain such
information with respect to the nature of the company’s business as may be prescribed,
and must in addition have annexed to it a report addressed to the directors by the
company’s auditors stating that—

(a) they have inquired into the company’s state of affairs; and
(b) the amount specified in the declaration as the permissible capital payment for

the shares in question is in their view properly determined in accordance with
sections 171 and 172; and

(c) they are not aware of anything to indicate that the opinion expressed by the
directors in the declaration as to any of the matters mentioned in subsection (3)
is unreasonable in all the circumstances.

(6) A director who makes a declaration under this section without having reasonable
grounds for the opinion expressed in the declaration is liable to imprisonment or a
fine, or both.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words substituted by Insolvency Act 1986 (c. 45, SIF 66), s. 439(1), Sch. 13 Pt. I

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1986/45
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1986/45/section/439/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1986/45/schedule/13/part/I


Companies Act 1985 (c. 6)
Document Generated: 2024-08-23

3

Status: 
Point in time view as at 26/05/2008. This version of this provision has been superseded.

Changes to legislation: 
Companies Act 1985, Section 173 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 23 August 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.


