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Insolvency Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 65

PART II

COMPANY INSOLVENCY ETC

CHAPTER VII

GENERAL

Provisions applying generally

100 Inquiry into company's dealings etc.

(1) The court may, on the application of the office holder, summon to appear before it—
(a) any officer of the company ;
(b) any person known or suspected to have in his possession any property of the

company or supposed to be indebted to the company ; or
(c) any person whom the court thinks capable of giving in formation concerning

the promotion, formation, business, dealings, affairs or property of the
company;

and the court may require any such person as is mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (c)
above to submit an affidavit to the court containing an account of his dealings with the
company or to produce any books, papers or other records in his possession or under
his control relating to the company or the matters mentioned in paragraph (c) above.

(2) In a case where a person without reasonable excuse fails to appear before the court
when he is summoned to do so under this section or there are reasonable grounds for
believing that a person has absconded, or is about to abscond, with a view to avoiding
his appearance before the court under this section, the court may, for the purpose of
bringing that person and anything in his possession before the court, cause a warrant
to be issued to a constable or prescribed officer of the court-—

(a) for the arrest of that person; and
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(b) for the seizure of any books, papers, records, money or goods in that person's
possession ;

and may authorise a person arrested under such a warrant to be kept in custody, and
anything seized under such a warrant to be held, in accordance with the rules, until
that person is brought before the court under the warrant or until such other time as
the court may order.

(3) Any person who appears or is brought before the court under this section may be
examined on oath, either orally or (except in Scotland) by interrogatories, concerning
the company or the matters mentioned in subsection (1)(c) above.

(4) If it appears to the court, on consideration of any evidence obtained under this section,
that any person has in his possession any property of the company, the court may, on
the application of the office holder, order that person to deliver the whole or any part
of the property to the office holder at such time, in such manner and on such terms
as the court thinks fit.

(5) If it appears to the court, on consideration of any evidence obtained under this section,
that any person is indebted to the company, the court may, on the application of the
office holder, order that person to pay to the office holder, at such time and in such
manner as the court may direct, the whole or any part of the amount due, whether in
full discharge of the debt or otherwise, as the court thinks fit.

(6) This section shall apply in the case of a company in respect of which a winding-up
order has been made by the court in England and Wales as if references to the office
holder included references to the official receiver whether or not he is the liquidator
of the company.

(7) The court may, if it thinks fit, order that any person who if within the jurisdiction of
the court would be liable to be summoned to appear before it under this section shall
be examined in any part of the United Kingdom where he may for the time being be,
or in a place outside the United Kingdom.


