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Insolvency Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 65

PART III

INDIVIDUAL INSOLVENCY

CHAPTER III

PROTECTION OF BANKRUPT'S ESTATE AND INVESTIGATION OF HIS AFFAIRS

Ascertainment and investigation of bankrupt's affairs

137 Public examination of bankrupt

(1) Where a bankruptcy order has been made, the official receiver may at any time before
the discharge of the bankrupt apply to the court for the public examination of the
bankrupt.

(2) Unless the court otherwise orders, the official receiver shall make an application under
subsection (1) above if notice requiring him to do so is given to him, in accordance
with the rules, by one of the bankrupt's creditors with the concurrence of not less than
one-half, in value, of those creditors (including the creditor giving notice).

(3) On an application under subsection (1) above, the court shall direct that a public
examination of the bankrupt shall be held on a day appointed by the court; and the
bankrupt shall attend on that day and be publicly examined as to his affairs, dealings
and property.

(4) The following may take part in the public examination of a bankrupt and may question
the bankrupt concerning his affairs, dealings and property and the causes of his failure,
namely—

(a) the official receiver and, in the case of an individual adjudged bankrupt on a
petition under section 119(1)(d) above, the Official Petitioner ;

(b) the trustee of the bankrupt's estate, if his appointment has taken effect;
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(c) any person who has been appointed as special manager of the bankrupt's estate
or business ;

(d) any creditor of the bankrupt who has tendered a proof in the bankruptcy.

(5) If a bankrupt without reasonable excuse fails at any time to attend his public
examination under this section he shall, in addition to any other punishment to which
he may be subject, be guilty of contempt of court and liable to be punished accordingly.


